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PUBLIC ACTS. 


No. 1—AN ACT ALTERING THE TIME FOR HOLDING THE 
SUPREME COURT, IN THE COUNTIES OF LAMOILLE, OR- 
LEANS, CALEDONIA AND ESSEX. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, as follows : 

Sec. 1. The terms of the Supreme Court, in the counties 
of Lamoille, Orleans, Caledonia and Essex, shall Bae be 
held as follows, to wit: 

In the county of Lamoille, on the first Tuesday in August ; 
in the county of Orleans, on the second Tuesday in August ; 
in the county of Caledonia, on the third Tuesday in August : 
in the county of Essex, on the fourth Tuesday in August. 

Sec. 2. So much of an act approved Nov. 8, 1847, as re- 
lates to the time of holding the Supreme Court in the above 
named counties, is hereby repealed. 

Approved, November E2th, 1849. 


No. 2—AN ACT TO ALTER THE GRAND JURY TERM IN GRAND 
ISLE COUNTY. 


It is heheh y enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 


Vermont, as follows : 
The srand jury in said county, instead of being’ summoned 


to appear at the county court next after the last day of April, 
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as now by law provided, shall be summoned to appear at the 
court to be holden next after the last day of August in each 
year. 

Approved, October 30th, 1849. 


Ne. 3—AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION TWENTY-EIGHT, OF 
CHAPTER TWENTY-EIGHT, OF THE REVISED STATUTES, 
RELATING TO PROCESS. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, as follows: 


Sec. 1. The writ of scire facias, mentioned insection twen- 
ty-eight, of chapter twenty-eight of the Revised Statutes, in 
- cases where the original judgment shall have been rendered 
by a justice of the peace, may be made returnable before 
any other justice, proper to try the same, when the justice ren- 
dering the original judgment-shall be in any manner disquali- 
fied to try the same. 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect from its passage. 

Approved, November 12th, 1849. 


No. 4.—AN ACT IN ADDITION TO CHAPTER TWENTY-EIGHT, 
OF THE REVISED STATUTES, RELATING TO PROCESS. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, as follows : 


Sec. 1. If any person shall be arrested upon mesne process, 
who shall be privileged from such arrest, and shall, at the 
time of such arrest, make known to the person arresting him 
his said privilege, and shall claim the same, he may, in addition 
to the other modes of relief provided by law, plead such facts 
in abatement of such process. 

Sec. 2. If any person shall be arrested upon execution, is- 
sued in any civil cause, who shall be privileged from such ar- 
rest, and shall make known to the person so arresting him his 
said privilege, and shall claim the same, the giving of a jail 
bond upon such execution shall not be deemed any waiver of 
such privilege; but such facts shall constitute a sufficient de- 
fence to any action for the breach of the condition of said 
bond. 
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Sec. 3. The person making any such arrest shall state, in 
his return of service of such process or execution, that the per- 
son so arrested made known to him such privilege from arrest, 
and claimed the same. 

Approved, November 12th, 1849. . 


No. 5.—AN ACT IN ALTERATION OF CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED. 
AND SEVEN OF THE REVISED STATUTES, RELATING TO 
GRAND AND PETIT JURORS. l 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, as follows : 


So much of section six, chapter one hundred and seven of 


the Revised Statutes, as relates to grand and petit jurors, be- 


fore the county court, is so amended as to read as follows: 
For travel, six cents per mile; for attendance per day, one 
dollar ; to each talisman at. the rate of one dollar per day. 
Approved, November 6th, 1849. - 


No. 6—AN ACT RELATING TO THE TAKING OF TESTIMONY, 
AND TO PROCEEDINGS IN CHANCERY. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 


Vermont, as follows : 


Sec. 1. All witnesses, anne in any cause now or here- 
after pending in the court of Chancery, shall be examined be- 
fore the chancellor who tries the cause on the trial thereof, in 
the same manner in which witnessés are examined im trials at 
law. And the testimony of no witness in any such cause 
shall be taken before any master or commissioner, except in the 
cases hereinafter specified. Provided, That any testimony 
which has been taken prior to the passage of this act, before a 
master or commissioner, in any cause now pending in said 
court, may be used and read on the trial of such cause. 

Sec. 2. Whenever any witness in any such cause shall re- 
side out of this State, or more than thirty miles from the place 
of trial, or is going out of this State not to return before the 
time of trial, or by reason of age, sickness or infirmity, is ren- 
dered incapable of travelling and appearing at court, or is con- 
fined in any jail, or the liberties thereof, and cannot attend the 
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trial without escaping therefrom, the testimony of such witness 
may be taken before any master in chancery, or commissioner 


-appointed by the chancellor for that purpese, in the manner 


new provided by law. 

Sec. 3. The chancellor, who tries any cause in which evi- 
dence is heard, shall draw up and certify a report of all the 
material facts found by him in the.cause, and of all questions of 
law decided by him upon the trial, which either party may, at 
the time of the trial, request to have reserved, with’the facts 
necessary to present the same, and file such report with the 
clerk of the court, together with his final order or decree in 
the cause. And such report shall be final between the parties 
as to the facts in the cause. 

Sec. 4. Any party in any such cause may appeal from such 
final order or decree to the Supreme Court, in the manner pro- 
vided by law, within twenty days after the ‘filing of such report 
and decree. 

Sec. 5. Upon such order or decree of the Court of Charice- 
ry being brought by appeal to the Supreme Court, that court 
shall examine all errors of law that shall be assigned or found 
in such order or decree, or in such report, and shall hear and 
determine such-appeal upon the facts and questions contained 


in such report, and shall affirm, reverse, or alter such order or 


decree, as justice shall require. 

Sec. 6. The chancellor may, in his discretion, direct such 
issue of fact to be made under the general rules of the court, in 
any cause in the Court of Chancery, and ‘to be tried by a 
jury. 
Src. 7. Such portions of chapter twenty-four of the Revised 
Statutes, as are inconsistent with the provisions of this act, are 
hereby repealed. 

Sec. 8. This act shall take effect from its passage. 

Approved, Nov. 13th, 1849. 


No. 7—AN ACT IN RELATION TO OFFENCES AGAINST. THE 
PERSONS OF INDIVIDUALS. 


It is hereby enacted by the General seca! of the State of. 


Vermont, as follows : 


: Sec. 1. If any person shall ravish and E know any 
female of the age of eleven years or more, by force and against 
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her will, or shall unlawfully and camii know any female 
child under eleven years of age, with or without her consent, 
such person shall be punished by imprisonment in the state 
prison, for a term not exceeding twenty years, and be fined a 
sum not exceeding two thousand dollars, or either or both of 
said punishments, in the discretion of the court before which 
such offence is prosecuted. 

Sec. 2. If any person shall assault any. female, with the in- 
tent to commit the crime of rape, he shall be be punished by 
imprisonment in the State prison not exceeding ten years, and 
be fined not exceeding one thousand dollars, or either or 
both of said punishments, in the discretion of the court. 

Sec. 3. This act shall take effect from its passage. 

Approved, November 13th, 1849. 


No. 8—AN ACT PROVIDING FOR DAMAGES AS A COMPENSA- 
TION WHEN DEATH IS CAUSED BY WRONGFUL ACT, NEG- 
LECT OR DEFAULT. 


It is hereby enacted by the General A of the State of 
Vermont, as follows : 7 


Sec. 1. Whenever the death of a person shall hereafter be 

caused by the wrongful act, neglect, or default of any person, 
either natural or artificial, and the act, neglect, or default is such 
as would if death had not ensued have entitled the party in- 
jared to maintain an action and recover damages in respect 
thereof, then, and in every such case, the person or corporation 
who would have been lable to such action, if death had not 
ensued, shall be liable to an action for damages notwithstand- 
ing the death of the person injured, and although the death 
shall have been caused under such circumstances as shall 
amount in law to a felony. 

Src. 2. Every such action shall be bronght in the name of 
the personal representative of such deceased person, and the 
amount recovered in such action shall be for-the exclusive ben- 
efit of the widow and next of kin of such deceased person, who 
shall receive the same proportions as provided by law for the 
distribution of the personal estate of persons dying intestate. 

Sec. 3. In every such action as herein before provided, the 
court or jury, before whom such issue shall be tried, may give 
such damages as they may deem just, with reference to the 
pecuniary injury resulting from such death to the wife and 
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next of kin of such deceased person. Provided, That every such 
action shall be commenced within two years from‘ the decease 
of such person. 

Sec. 4. This act shall take effect from its passage. 


Approved, November 7th, 1849. 


# 


No. 9—AN ACT IN ADDITION TO CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED 
AND THREE OF THE REVISED STATUTES, RELATING TO IM- 
PRISONMENT. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State 


of Vermont, as follows: 


Sec. 1. No keeper of a jail shall be liable for any escape 
of a prisoner, committed to jail, on mesne process, provi- 
-ded such keeper shall have such prisoner forthcoming, to be 
charged in execution as provided in chapter one hundred and 
three, section sixteen, of the Revised Statutes. 

Sec. 2. In any action against such jail keeper, for any such 
escape, he shall be entitled to all the privileges of delivering up 
the prisoner, or of surrendering him in court in discharge of his. 
own liability, which are, by law, given to persons who endorse 
original writs, as bail, with reference to their principals. 


- Approved, November 12th, 1849. 


f Ze 


No. 10—AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF AN ACT RELATING TO 
DIVORCE. 


Tt is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Vermont, as follows: 


Sec. 1. The second providing clause in an act entitled “ An 
act in relation to divorce,” approved October 21, 1846, is here- 
by repealed. 

Sec. 2. The libellant, petitioning for a divorce, under the 
provisions of said act, shall, at the time of filing the petition, 
be an inhabitant of this State. 


Approved, November 13th, 1849. 
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No. 11—AN ACT IN ADDITION TO SECTION THIRTEEN, CHAP- 
TER FORTY-TWO, OF THE REVISED STATUTES, RELATING 
TO EXEMPTION FROM ATTACHMENT AND EXECUTION.. 


It is hereby enacted by the General cena, of the State 
of Vermont, as follows : : 


In addition to the articles exempt from attachment and exe- 
cution, in section thirteen, chapter forty-two of the Revised 
Statutes, all grave stones, lettered, shall hereafter be exempt in 
like manner. 


Approved. N ovember f2th, 1849. 


No. 12.—AN ACT MORE EFFECTUALLY TO PREVENT TRESPAS- 
SES IN CERTAIN CASES. 


Itis hereby siete by the General Assembly of the ‘State 
of Vermont, as follows : 


If any person shall cut down, destroy, or carry away any tree 
or trees whatever, placed or growing for use, shade, or orna- 
ment; or any timber, wood, or underwood, standing, lying, or 
growing on the land of any other person, without leave or li- 
eense from the owner or owners of such land; or shall cut out, 
alter, or deface the artificial mark of any mill-log or logs, or 
other valuable timber, in any river or in any other place, the par- 
ty injured shall have right to recover of the person so offending, 
in any court proper-to try the same, treble damages, by action 
founded on this statute, together with costs of prosecution. 

Provided, That if upon trial of any such action it shall appear 
by evidence that the defendant was guilty through mistake, or 
that he had good reason to believe that the lands on which the 
trees, timber, or underwood so cut, destroyed, or carried away, 
were his own, in such case the court having cognizance of the 
cause shall give judgment for the plaintiff to: recover single 
damages only, and costs of suit. 


Approved, October 3st, 1849. 
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No. 13—AN ACT CONCERNING RAILROAD CORPORATIONS. 


` It is hereby enacted by the Generat Assembly of the State 
of Vermont, as follows: 


Sec. 1. In every case where a railroad company have en- 
tered upon, taken possession of, and used land and real estate 
for the construction and accommodation of their railroad ; and 
in every case where a railroad company have, by their engi- 
neers, agents or servants, with teams, carriages, and tools, or 
otherwise, entered upon land contiguous to their railroad, or the 
works connected therewith, and dug, blasted, and carried away, 
and used any stone, gravel or earth, or taken any other materi- 
als to use in the construction of their road, and shall not have 
paid the owner therefor, nor, within two years from such entry, 
had the damages appraised by commissioners, and an award 
made and duly delivered, the ordinary courts of law shall have 
jurisdiction thereof, to wit: justices of the peace, if the claim 
does not, exceed one hundred dollars, and the county court, if 
the claim is over one hundred dollars; and any person, claiming 
damages in such case, may bring suit therefor, in the usual 
form, at any time within six years from such entry; and a plea 
or notice of justification of the entry, under or by virtue of 
the act incorporating such company, shall not bar the suit, but 
the plaintiff, in any such case, shall recover only his actual 
damages. 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect fot its passage. 

Approved, November 10th, 1849. 


No. 14.—AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF AN ACT RELATING TO 
COMMON SCHOOLS, APPROVED NOVEMBER 5, 1845. 


Tt is hereby enacted by the G'eneral Assembly of the State 
of Vermont, as follows : 


Src. 1. All sections and parts of sections of “an act rela- 
ting to common schools,” approved November 5, 1845, which 
relate to the appointment, duties and compensation of. county 
superintendents of common schools, are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 2. The state superintendent shall be required to de- 
vote his time and energies to the great work of improving the 
common schools of the-state; and in addition to the duties 
assigned to him by the seventh section of an act relating to 
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common schools, approved November 5, 1845, he shall visit and 
lecture in the several counties of the State ; shall attend, as far 
as is practicable, the teachers’ institutes, hereinafter provided 
for, and deliver or cause to be delivered before said institutes, a 
lecture on some subject connected with common schools, and 
seek, by all the means in his power, to awaken a broader and 
deeper interest in the subject ‘of popular education. 

Sec. 3. There shall be holden, in different parts of the 
state, teachers’ institutes, under the direction of the state 

uperintendent, at such times and places, and under the care of > 

such instructors, as he shall appoint, for the purpose of impro- 
ving teachers and fitting them for their high and responsible 
duties ; and a sum, not exceeding one hundred dollars for each 
institute so holden, is hereby appropriated from the state 
treasury, to be paid by the treasurer, upon the order of the 
state superintendent ; but the number of institutes in any one 
year shall not exceed twelve. 

Sec. 4. The state superintendent shall be entitled to re- 
ceive, from the treasury of the state, the sum of eight hundred 
dollars annually, payable quarterly, which shall be in full for 
his. services as superintendent. All moneys expended by him 
for postages on letters connected with the duties of his office, 
and for the printing of his annual report, which shall be done 
before the meeting of the Legislature, and be ready for distri- 
bution at the opening of each annual session thereof; and all 
moneys paid for the printing of forms and instructions, and 
transmitting the same to the town superintendents, shall be al- 
lowed him by the auditor of accounts, and paid out of the 
treasury of the state. 

Sec. 5. The town superintendents of the several towns in 
each county shall constitute a board to examine and recom- 
mend suitable books to be used in the schools of their respec- 
tive counties. And it shall be the duty of the town superin- 
tendents to make a detdiled report of the condition of the 
schools, at the annual March meeting of their respective towns. 

Sec. 6. It shall be the duty of the town clerk of each town, 
annually, in the month of April, to forward to the state super- 
intendent of common schools, by mail or otherwise, the abstract 
of the returns.of district clerks which he is required to prepare. 
in accordance with the provisions of section six of an act rela- 
ting to common schools, approved November 15, 1847. 

Sec. 7. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with pe pro- 
visions of this act are hereby repealed. 
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Sec. 8. This act shall take effect from and after the first 
day of March next. 


Approved, November 12th, 1849. 


‘No. 15.—AN ACT TO REPEAL AN ACT RELATING TO SCHOOL 
MONEYS. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State 


of Vermont, as follows : 


Sec. 1. An act in amendment of section thirty-two of 
chapter eighteen of the Revised Statutes, relating to school 
moneys, approved November 15th, A. D. 1847, is hereby re- 
pealed. 

Sec. 2. The proviso to section thirty-two of chapter eight- 
een of the Revised Statutes is hereby amended so as to read as 
‘follows: 

Provided, That no district shall receive any share of such 
moneys, unless during the year next preceding such distribution 
there shall have been kept in such district a school for the term 
of two months with other moneys than those which may be 
drawn from the town treasury, nor unless the money so drawn 
from the town treasury shal] have been faithfully expended by - 
such district in paying teachers’ wages and board, and for fuel 
for such schools, and for no other purpose. 


Approved, November 13th, 1849. 


No. 16.—AN ACT TO DEFINE AND LIMIT SECTION EIGHTEEN 
OF. CHAPTER EIGHTEEN OF THE REVISED STATUTES, IN 
ELATION TO SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly fi the State of 


Vermont, as follows: 


Section eighteen of chapter Steet of the Revised Statutes, 
relating to school districts, shall be so construed that the moneys 
raised under its provisions, shall be applied only for defraying 
the expenses of fuel and teachers’ board. 


` Approved, November 12th, 1849. 


1849. ] PUBLIC ACTS. 13 
No. 17.—AN ACT RELATING TO THE GRAND LIST. 


Tits hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, as follows: 


Sec. 1. In case the listers in any town im this state shall. 
hereafter fail, or shall have failed, to make separate appraisals 
and set and designate the same in the list, it shall be the duty 
of the listers for the time being, on application of the pruden- 
tial committee of any school district, to make any and every 
apportionment necessary to enable school districts to obtain a 
true list of all estate against the proper persons in such district. 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect from its passage. 

Approved, November 7th, 1849. 
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No. 18.—AN ACT TAXING BANK STOCK OWNED WET ROUE 
THIS STATE. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of thè State eof 


Vermont, as follows : 


Sec. 1. All bank shares or bank stock in any of the barks 
in this State, owned by any person or persons residing without 
this State, or which may be hereafter owned by any person or 
persons residing without this State, shall be set in the lists of 
the several towns in which such banks.may be located, and 
shall be subjected to the same taxes as the stock or shares in 
such banks, owned by any person or persons residing within this 
State, are by law subjected. i 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the cashiers of the several 
banks in this State, to certify to the several town clerks of the 
towns where such banks are located, the name of the person or 
persons, and the amount of stock or number of shares such per- 
son or persons, if any, may own in such banks, who live or re- 
side without this State. | 

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the listers in the several 
towns in this State, where any bank or banks are, dr may be 
' hereafter located, to set in the list of said town the name or 
names of all persons résiding without this State, and owning 
stock or shares in such bank or banks, with the amount of stock 
or number of shares.owned by such person or persons, in the 
same manner as is by law provided for taxing bank stock own- 
ed in this State ; and said shares or stock shall be held liable to 
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bė distrained, by the several collectors of. taxes in any such 
towns in this State, for the payment of all taxes assessed on 
any such bank stock, under the same regulations in all respects 
as by law appertains to the collection of taxes on any bank 
stock or bank shares owned in this State. 

Sec. 4. In case of the distraining and selling any bank 
stock or shares for the payment of any tax or taxes, in pursuance 
of the provisions of this act, such sale shall have the same le- 
gal effect, to convey a valid title to the purchaser or purchasers, | 
as would obtain in case the owner or owners of said stock or 
shares, so distrained and sold, resided in this State. 

Sec. 5. This act shall take effect from its passage. 

Approved, November 9th, 1849. 
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No. 19—AN ACT IN RELATION TO THE TIME OF OPENING 
MEETINGS FOR THE ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES TO 
CONGRESS. 


Tt is hereby enacted 7 the General Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, as follows: 


Whenever any election of Members of Congress shall be 
holden in this State, on the first Tuesday of September, the 
meeting for such election shall be opened at the same time and 
place of holding and opening the freemen’s meeting in the sev- 
eral towns. 


Approved, November 3d, 1849. 


No. 20.—AN ACT TO PROTECT THE HOMESTEAD. 


Itis hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, as follows : 


Sec. 1. The homestead.of every house-keeper or head of a 
family, residing in this State, to the value of five hundred dol- 
lars,—such homestead consisting of a dwelling house, out-build- 
ings and lands appurtenant, occupied by such person as a home- 
stead,—and the yearly products thereof, shall be exempt from at- 
tachment and execution, in all cases where’ the contract shall 
be made or the cause of action shall accrue after the first day 
of December, A. D. 1850, except as-is hereinafter provided. 
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Sec. 2. Whenever the real estate of such house-keeper or 
head of a family shall be levied upon by virtue of any execu- 
tion, such portion thereof as may be occupied by him as a home- 
stead, and as he may then elect to regard as such, to the value 
of five hundred dollars; in- case such person is entitled to hold 
the same exempt from said execution, shall be set out to him 
by the appraisers on said exeeution, upon their oaths, and the 
remainder, only, shall be set off to the creditor therein; and 
such homestead shall be set out in the same manner as is now 
provided by law for the setting off of lands on execution: all 
which proceedings shall be stated in the official return upon such 
execution. 

Sec. 3. Whenever the personal estate.of any such house- 
keeper or head of a family shall be attached or taken in execu- 
tion, and the debtor therein shall claim that the same or any 
part thereof is the annual produce of said -homestead, and the 
creditor and debtor do not agree about the same, the officer 
having such attachment or execution shall cause the same to be 
ascertained and set'out to such debtor by appraisers to be ap- 
pointed and sworn as is provided in the case of the levy of ex- 
ecution upon lands: which proceedings shall be stated in the 
officer’s return of such attachment or execution. 

Sec. 4. If any such house-keeper or head of a family shall 
decease, leaving a widow, his homestead, of the value aforesaid, 
shall wholly pass to his widow, and children, if any there be, 
in due course of descent, without being subject to the payment 
of the debts of the deceased, unless made specially chargeable 
thereon, or for taxes assessed thereon; and the probate court 
shall appoint three, commissioners, if necessary, to set out to- 
such widow, or to “such widow and children, such homestead. 

Src. 5. Such homestead shall not be alienated or mortga- 
ged by the owner thereof, if a married man, except by the joint 
deed of such husband and wife, executed and acknowledged in 
the manner provided for the conveyance of the lands of married 
women: Provided, however, that such husband may, without 
the consent of his wife, mortgage such homestead, at the time 
of the purchase thereof, for the payment of the purchase money. 

Sec. 6. Such homestead shall be subject to attachment and 
execution upon any contract that may be made, and for all 
matters and causes of action which may accrue, previous to, or 
at the time of, the purchase of such homestead ; and shall be 
subject to sale for non-payment of taxes, assessed, thereon, and 
the time when the deed to the owner of such homestead shall 
be left inthe town clerk’s office, for record, shall be deemed the 
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time of the purchase thereof, for the purpose mentioned in this 
act. 

Sec. 7. The costs and expenses of setting out such home- 
stead, or its yearly produce, as provided in the second and third 
sections of this act, shall be charged and included in the offi- 
cer’s bill of fees upon such writ or execution. 

Sec. 8. This act shall take effect from and after the first day 
of December, A. D. 1850. . 

Approved, November 12th, 1849. 


No. 24..—AN ACT RELATING TO MECHANICS’ LIENS. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, as follows : 


Sec. 1. Any person who shall perform any labor, or furnish 
materials, in this State, for or towards the building, repairing, 
fitting or furnishing any ship, vessel, or steamboat, ‘shall have 
alien on the same for his wages and materials so furnished, 
until four days after the ship, vessel or steamboat, shall be com- 
pleted, and may secure the same by attachment on such ship, 
vessel or steamboat; which attachment shall have precedence 
of all other attachments and claims. 

Src. 2. Before such lien shall attach or be in force, such 
person shall have a just and legal claim for his services perform- 
ed, or materials furnished, as aforesaid, and shall demand pay- 


‘ment of the same of the owner, agent, contractor, or person in 


whose care such ship, vessel or steamboat may be ; and in case 
such person, having a lien ag aforesaid, shall demand more than 
is due to him, such owner, agent, contractor, or person in 
whose care such ship, vessel, or steamboat may be, may tender or 
pay to such person the just ‘and full amount due him for his‘la- 
bor or materials furnished as aforesaid, and A and absolutely 
discharge such lien. 

Sec. 3. When any contract or agreement shall hereafter be 
made, in writing, for erecting, repairing or altering any house 
or other building in this State, or for furnishing labor ‘or mate- 
rials for the purposes aforesaid, the person proceeding in pur- 
suance of such contract or agreement, shall have a lien to 
secure the payment of the same, upon such house or building, 
and the lot of land on which the same stands, and the lien.. 
hereby created shall continue in force for the space of three 
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months from the time whist payment shall,becorne dué.for the 
work, labor.or materials furnished as aforesaid. 
Approved, ‘November 13, 1849. 


No. 22—AN ACT RELATING .TO THE RECORDING OF DEEDS 
AND OTHER EVIDENCES OF TITLE, TO. REAL ESTA’ TE. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Vermont, as Sollows : 


Src. 1. Whenever any deed or other conveyance of land, 
or evidence of title thereto, now. by.law required to be recorded 
` in the town clerk’s office, shall have been recorded, the town 


; clerk may make and enter upon. the same a certificate of such 


recording, certifying that the same has been duly recorded in 
his said office. 

Sec. 2. Whenever any such deed or other conveyance, or 
other evidence of title, shall have been recorded in the town 
clerk’s office, the same, if the grantee so elects, may also be re- 
corded in the county clerk’s office, in .the county wherein the 
land is situated, and in such case the county clerk ` shall record 
the said certificate of the town clerk; and°copies of such rec- 
ords in the county clérk’s office, duly certified by the county 
clerk, shall be of the same validity, and may be used for the 
same purposes, as duly certified copies of the record of ‘town 
clerks. 

Approved, November 6, 1849. 


No. 23.—AN ACT IN RELATION TO MARRIED WOMEN. 


It is hereby enacted by the Gener al Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, as follows: < 


Sec. 1. It shall be lawful for any | married woman, by her- 
self, and in her name, or ih the name of any third person, with 
his assent, as her t trustee, to cause to be insured, for her sole use, 
the life of” her husband for. any definite period, or ‘for the term 
of his natural life ; and in case of her surviving her husband, the 
sum or net amount of the insurance, becoming due and paya- 
ble by the terms of the insurance, shall be payable to her, and 
for her own use, free from the claims of the’ representatives of 
her husband; or of any of his creditors j but such exemptions 
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shall not apply when the amount of premium annually paid 
shall exceed three hundred dollars. 

Sec. 3. In case of the death of the wife, before the decease 
of her husband, the amount of the insurance may be made pay- 
able, after death, to her children, for their use, and to their 
guardian, if under age. 

Sec. 3. It shall be lawful for any unmarried woman, by-her- 

self and in her own- name, or in the name of any third person, 
as her trustee, to cause to be insured, for her sole use, the life 
of her father or brother, for any definite period, or during his 
natural life ; and in case of her surviving such person, she shall 
be entitled to receive the amount of the net insurance in the 
same manner as in case of married women. 

Approved, November 13, 1849. 
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No. 24.—AN ACT RELATING TO FLOATING LUMBER. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, as follows : 


= Sec. 1. From and after the fifteenth day of April next, if 
any lumber, such as spars, masts, square timber, logs, or sawed 
lumber, which haye been or may be put into any stream or riv- 
er, in or adjoining this State, and that may be by the waters 
_thereof carried or lodged upon any lands adjoining the same, or 
dams crossing such streams, in this State, and which may not 
be taken away by the owner or owners thereof, on or before the 
first day of May annually, the owner or owners of such lands 
or dams may detain in his or their possession all such masts, 

spars, logs, or other lumber, until the owner or owners thereof, — 
hisor their agent, pay the owner or owners of the lands or dams 
so encumbered, all damages sustained by reason of said lumber 
lying upon his or their lands or dams as aforesaid; and in case 
the owner or owners of such encumbrance, or his or their agent 
or attorney, and the owner or owners of lands and dams so en- 
cumbered, shall not agree upon the damage ‘sustained as afore- 
said, the selectmen of the town where such lands or dams are 
situated, or a major part of them, not being interested, shall ad- 
just the same; but if a major part of such selectmen shall be 
interested, then any three justices of the peace in the county 
where such lands or dams are situated, not interested, or a 
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major part of them, shall adjust- the said damage ; which adju- 
dication shall be final and conclusive between the parties. 

Sec. 2. If-any such encumibrance shall not be removed by 
the owner or owners. thereof, or his or their agent or agents, on 
or before the first day of November, annually, then the owner 
or owners of such lands or dams so encumbered, may take all 
such encumbrance and convert the same to his or their own 
use: Provided always, that when the owner or owners of any 
such spars, masts, logs or other lumber, shall have paid the 
damages with costs, as ‘aforesaid, the owner or owners of all 
such lumber shall have liberty to remove the same from all such 
lands or dams, at any time between the said first day of Nov- 
ember and the first day of May, then next. 

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the owner or owners of lands 
or dams upon which any spars, masts, logs or other lumber may 
be carried or lodged, as aforesaid, to advertise the same at the 
most public place in the town where the said spars, masts, logs 
or lumber may be lodged, giving in said advertisement a de- 
scription of such lumber, together with the owner or owners’ 
mark or marks, if there be any; and also cause the said adver- _ 
tisement to be recorded in the town clerk’s office, in said town, 
in the month of September, annually, or the said lumber shail 
not become forfeited as is provided by this act. 

Sec. 4. The person advertising such lumber, as aforesaid, 
shall be entitled to receive thirty-four cents for the copy of 
the advertisement left with the town clerk, and six cents 
per mile travel to advertise; and the town clerk shall be 
entitled to receive, .as fees for ‘recording said copy, seven cents’ 
per folio, whicli fees shall be paid by the owners of the lumber, 
at the time they pay, the damage to the owner of the land or 
dams, when said lumber does not’ become forfeited ; but if said 
lumber does become forfeited, then the expenses of advertising 
shall be borne by the party advertising. 

Sec. 5. If any persons shall stop any masts, spars, square 
timber, logs or sawed lumber, and confine them in any place 
in this State, so as to prevent the same from floating down any 
river or stream in or adjoining this State, that are or shall be 
marked with any owner’s name or mark,-or destroy, make use. 
of or dispose of the same, or cut out or deface any mark as 
aforesaid, otherwise than such as become forfeit, as provided in 
this act, ‘he shall forfeit and pay to such owner or owners three 
times the value of said lumber, to be ‘recovered in any court 
proper to try the Same, or before any - justice’ of the peace hav- 
ing’ jurisdiction of the same. - 
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-Src._6. An act to prevent damage which may be occasion- 
ed by lumber, to owners of land lying.on and adjoining Connec- 
ticut river, approved October 29, 1840, and.all other acts incon- 
sistent with the provisions of this act, are hereby repealed. 

Approved, November 13, 1849. 
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No: 25.—AN ACT TO ASSESS A TAX FOR THE SUPPORT OF 
GOVERNMENT, 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
= Vermont, as follows: 


A tax of thirteen cents.on a dollar 3 is assessed on the list of 
the polls and rateable estate of inhabitants of the State, for. the 
year one thousand eight hundred and forty-nine, to.be paid -into 
the: Treasury by the first day of June next, in-money, certificates 
or notes issued by the Treasurer of the State, orders drawn by 
the Auditor of Accounts, or orders drawn by the Supreme. or 
County Courts, or in orders drawn by County Clerks approv- 
ed by Court Auditors. 

_Approved, November 13, 1849. 


No. 26.—AN ACT RELATING TO CIRCUS AND OTHER EXHI- 
-BITIONS. 


It is hereby cae by the General Assembly a the State of 
Vermont, as follows : 


„An act entitled “an act in amendment of chapter one hundred 
and one of the Revised Statutes, relating to circus and other.exhi- 
- bitions,” approved November 7, A. D. 1848, is hereby: repealed. 

-Approved, Oetober 24, ' 1849. 


No. 297.—AN ACT TO ESTABLISH THE DOINGS OF THE TOWN 
OF LOWELL. | 


It is hereby enacted by. the General Assembly of the State 
of Vermont, as follows: 

Src. 1. 'The.warning and meeting of.the town of. .Lowell, 
held on the thirty-first day of March, 1849, at Harding’s. sash 
factory, are hereby established. 
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Sec. 2. All elections and proceedirigs had under a warti- 
ing, at said meeting, are hereby also established’ and confirmed. 
. Sec. 3. This act shall take effect from. its passage. 


Approved, November 13th, 1849. 


No, 28.—AN ACT MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE SUPPORT 
_ OF GOVERNMENT 


Ht is hereby enacted by the Generał Assembly of the State 
of Vermont, as follows: 


Sec: 1.. The sum of forty-five thotisand dollars is appropri- 
ated for the purpose of paying the debentures of the Lieuten- 
ant Governor, the Senate and House of Representatives, the 
contingent expenses of the General Assembly, and such salaries 
as are provided by law, and such sums as are directed to be 
paid by the Tredsurer, by special acts of the Legislature. 

Sec. 2. A sum, not exceeding fifty thousand dollars, is ap- 
propriated for the purpose of paying such demands against the 
State, as may be allowed by the Auditor of Accounts; the ex- 
penses of the Supreme and County Cotirts, and such drafts as 
may be made by the County Clerks, as provided by law, and 
such expenses as have been or may be incurred under the mil- 
itia laws of this State. i 

Sec. 3. A sum, not exceeding twelve thousand dollars, is 
appropriated, to defray the expenses of the Convention, called 
by the Council of Censors, to be holden in January next. 

« Sec. 4. The „president and secretary. of the convention 
shall each receive three dollars per day, and the members of - 
said convention the same allowance for travel and attendance 
as is made to members of the House of Representatives. The 
Librarian, and other necessary officers of said convention, shall 
euch receive one dollar and fifty cents per day. i ' 

Sec. 5. The sum of five thousand dollars is appropriated, 
in part payment of the debt owed by the State to the Bank 
fund—and the Treasurer is hereby directed to pay the same 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


Approved, November 13th, 1849: 
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No. 29.—AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE TREASURER TO BORROW 
THE SUM THEREIN MENTIONED. 


Ti is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, as follows : 


The Treasurer of the State is authorized to borrew not ex- 
ceeding fifty thousand dollars, for the purpose of defraying the 
expenses of the Government, and paying appropriations that 
are or may be made. 

Approved, November 13th, 1849. 


No. 30.—AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE TREASURER TO BORROW 
THE SUM THEREIN MENTIONED. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 


Vermont, as follows: 


The Treasurer of the State is hereby authorized, at. any 
time, within one year from the passage of this act, to borrow; 
on the credit of the State, the sum -of twenty-five thousand 
dollars, at arate of interest not exceeding six per centum per 
annum, payable annually, which loan shall be made reimbursa- 
ble in annual payments, of five thousand dollars each, com- 
mencing in one year from the date of the loan: and said mon- 
ey, so borrowed, shall be applied towards extinguishing the in- 
debtedness of the State to the bank fund. 

-Approved, November 13th, 1849. 


No. 31—AN ACT TO REGULATE THE COLLECTION OF TAXES 
ON NON-RESIDENT LANDS. 


oa @ 
Tt is hereby enacted by the.General Assembly of the State 
of Vermont, as follows: 


+ Sec. 1. It shall be the duty of the collectors of taxes; in 
the several towns in this State, to deposit a list of the non-res- 
ident lands, upon which the taxes are unpaid, on their respec- 
tive tax bills, together with the amount of taxes due on each 
of said tracts or parcels of land, with the first constable of 
their several towns, on or before the first day of August, annu- 
ally; and said lists shall remain in the hands of said first 
constable until the fifteenth day of such August, before the 
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same shall -be ` advertised for sale ; and no non-resident lands 
shall be advertised, or sold for taxes, unless a-list of the same 
has been so deposited, and remained in the possession of the 
first constable, as aforesaid. 

Sec. 2. The sales of non-resident lands, for taxes, may be 
made at ahy time between the twenty-fifth day of September 
and the fifth day of October. 

Sec. 3. The first constables, and all collectors of taxes, and 
highway surveyors, shall make the same discount on highway 
taxes, when paid in money before the fifteenth day of August, 
that is now provided when paid before the.tenth day of June. 

Sec. 4. All acts, and parts of acts, inconsistent with the 
provisions of this act, are hereby repealed. 


Approved, October 3 Ist, 1849. 
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No. 32—AN ACT FOR PRESERVING FILES OF NEWSPAPERS IN 
THE SEVERAL COUNTIES. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 


Vermont, as follows: 


Sec. 1. The clerk of each of the county courts, in this 
State, is hereby authorized and directed to procure, bind, and 
preserve, for the use of the county, a copy of the newspapers 
published therein, not exceeding three in each county ; and if 
there be any county in which no newspaper is printed, or if 
there be any county in which a less number than three shall be 
printed, then the clerk of the county court of such county 
may obtain and supply all deficiencies, from any other county, 
or counties, in the State, commencing with the year one thou- | 
sand erght hnndred and fifty, and giving preference to those pa- 
pers most abounding in historical and other information valu- 
able to the public. 

Sec. 2. The clerk of each county may draw an order on 
the county treasurer, for such sum of money as may be neces- 
sary to carry out the provisions of the foregoing section, and 
the treasurer is hereby directed to pay the same. 


Approved, October 31st, 1849. i | . 
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No. 33. _AN ACT . RELATING, TO IN TERNATIONAL, LITERARY 
AND SCIENTIFIC EXCHANGES. 


It is Kereby enacted by the General Avis 6 the State of 
Vermont, as follows : 
~ Sec. 1. The Governor shall. appoint some suitable persons, 
to act as agents, in transmitting and receiving all objects of 
international exchanges. . 
~ Sec, 2. The sum of two hundred dollars is hereby. appro- 
priated, to be paid out of any money in the Treasury, not oth- 
erwise appropriated, on the order of the Governor, for the pur- 
- pose of defraying the-expenses of said agency, for the promo- 
- tion of literary and scientific international exchanges, founded. 
by M. A. Vattemare, and exchanges between this State and 
other States of the Union. 

Sec. 3. The annual sum of two hundred dollars, is hereby 
appropriated to the aforesaid purpose, to be expended yearly, in 
manner aforesaid, in such way that no more than the sum of 
two hundred dollars shall be expended for the purpose afore- 
said in any one year. 

Sec. 4. Reports of the proceedings under this act shall be 
made annually to the Genéral Assembly. 

Sec. 5. This act shall take effect immediately. 

Approved, November 13th, 1849. 


No. 34.—AN ACT RELATING TO THE STATE LIBRARY. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of ‘Vermont, as follows : 

Sec. 1. The Librarian is authorized, under the direction 
of the Governor, to purchase four copies of Wheaton’s and two 
copies of Vattel’s treatise upon the Laws of Nations, six copies 
of the life of Judge Chipman, six copies of the memoirs of War- 
ner and Allen, and six copies of the*memoirs of Thomas Chit- 
tenden, with a history of the Constitution during his adminis- 
tration, to be placed in the Library for the use of the State. 

Sec. 2. The Librarian shall, under the direction’ of the 
Governor, procure the pictures, now in the State Library, to be 
suitably framed, and the laws of this State, previous to 1800, 
and the judicial reports, legislative: journals, and public docu- 
ments of other States, now in the Library, not exceeding three 
copies of each,to be properly bound and placed in the Library.. 
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Sec. 3. The Governor is authorized, annually, hereafter, to 
make exchanges of the surplus copies of the judicial reports, 
statutes, legislative journals and public documents of this State, 
with the United: States, and with foreign States, and foreign li- 
braries, for their judicial reports, statutes, législative journals, 
public documents, and other useful scientific books, on such 
equitable terms as he shall deem to be for the public interest. 

Sec. 4, The Librarian is further authorized, under the di- 
section of the Goverror,‘to procuré a Catalogue of all the books: 
in the Library to’ bë printed, and five hundred copies of the 
same to be deposited in the Library; for the use of the State, 
previous to the next session of the Legislature. 

Sec. 5. The Librarian, under the direction of the Governor, 
may appoint an assistant to. attend upon the Library, during 
such portion of the sessions‘of the Legislature as they shall deem 
necessary for the public interest, who shall receive for his servi- 
ces the sum of one dollar and fifty cents per day. 

Src. 6. The debenture of such assistant shall be certified 
by the Governor and Librarian, and when so certified, the Tréas- 
urer is directed to pay the same. 

Sec. 7. All claims arising under this act shall be presented 
to the Auditor of Accounts for ‘allowance, who shall audit the 
same, and draw orders on the Treasurer for the sums allowed by 
him, which the Treasurer is directed to pay. 

Sec. 8.; A sum’ not exceeding one hundred dollars is ap- 
propriated, to defray the expense which may be incurred under 
sections one, two and four of this act. 

Sec. 9. This act shall take effect from its passages 

Approved, November 13th, 1849. 


No. 35.—AN ACT IN ADDITION TO SECTION FIFTY-ONE OF 
CHAPTER EIGHT OF THE REVISED STATUTES, ENTITLED 
“OF CERTAIN STATE OFFICERS.” 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Vermont, as follows : 


Sec. 1. The Governor is hereby authorized to appoint one 
or more commissioners in any of the territories of the United 
States, agreeably to the provisions of the fifty-first, fifty-second 
and fifty-third sections of chapter eight of the Revised Statutes. 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect from its passage. 

"Approved, November 13, 1849. 
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No. 36—AN ACT PROHIBITING THE MANUFACTURE, SALE 
AND USE OF SLUNG SHOT. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 


Vermont, as follows: 


Sec. 1. Any person who shall, within this State, hereafter 
manufacture, or cause to be manufactured, or sell, expose or 
keep for sale or gift, or part with any instrument or weapon of 
the kind usually known as slung shot, or of any similar kinds, 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and be punished 
therefor by a fine, not exceeding five hundred dollars nor less 
than two hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the county 
jail fora term not exceeding two years. 

Sec. 2. Any person who shall, within this State, hereafter 
carry, or be found in the possession of, use or attempt to uss, 
as against any other person, any instrument, or weapon, of the 
kind usually known as slung shot, or of any similar kinds, shall 
be deemed guilty of felony, and be punished therefor by im- 
prisonment in the State prison for aterm not exceeding five 
years. 

Sec. 3. This act shall take effect from its passage. 

' Approved, November 12th, 1849. | 
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No. 37.— AN ACT FOR SURVEYING AND ASCERTAINING THE 
LINE- BETWEEN THE TOWNS OF POWNAL AND STAMFORD. 


Tt is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, as follows : 


Sec. 1. Nathan H. Bottum of Shaftsbury, Harmon Can- 
field of Arlington, and John 8. Pettibone of Manchester, in the 
county of Bennington, are hereby appointed a committee to sur- 
_vey, make, and establish the line between the towns of Pownal 
“and Stamford, in said county, agreeably to the charters of said 
towns: and they shall cause their doings to be recorded in the 
town clerk’s office in each of said towns, within sixty days af- 
ter they shall have completed their survey: and shall also pre- 
sent an account of their time and expenses, together with their 
claim for services, while employed in said service, to the se- 
lectmen of the said towns of Pownal and Stamford, who are 
authorized to audit the same, draw an order for one half of the 
amount on the treasurer of the town of Pownal, and the other 
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half on the treasurer-of the town of Stamford, which orders the 
said treasurers are directed to pay. 

Sec. 2. The said committee, previous to surveying the 
line aforesaid, shall publish notice of the time when, and. place 
where, they. will commence said survey, in the Vermont 
Gazette and State Banner, printed at Bennington, three weeks 
in succession, the last of which shall be three weeks previous 
to the time named for the survey: 

Serc. 3,° This act shall take effect from its passage. 

Approved, November 6th, 1849. 


No. 38.—AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION FOR THE 
WASHINGTON MONUMENT. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, as follows : 


Sec. 1. The Governor is hereby authorized and directed to 
procure and forward to the Washington Monument Association, 
in the city of Washington, a suitable block or blocks of marble, 
the product of this State, with the name and the coat of arms 
of the State engraved thereon, to be placed-m the Washington 
Monument now being erected in said city. 

Sec. 2. A sum notexceeding five hundred dollars is hereby 
appropriated to defray the expense which may be incurred un- 
der this act; and the Governor 1 is hereby authorized to draw 
tle same from the treasury. 
| Approved, November 13th, 1849. 


No. 39.—AN ‘ACT LAYING A TAX ON THE COUNTY OF CHIT- 
_ TENDEN. 


Tt is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 


Fermont, as follows : 


Sec. 1. There is assessed a tax of one cent on the dollar of 
the list of the polls and rateable estate of the inhabitants of the 
county of Chittenden, for the year one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-nine, for the purpose of paying the debts and liabili- 
ties of said county, and defraying the expense of repairing the 
court house and jail in said county; the repairs of said court 
house and jail to be made as soon as may be, under the direc- 
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tion and superintendence of the judges of the County Court, 
who are hereby authorized to make all necessary orders con- 
cerning said repairs, audit all accounts, and draw the necessary 
orders for the payment of such repairs. 

Sec. 2. The treasurer of said county is directed, on or be- 
fore the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty, to issue his warrant to the first constables of the several 
towns in said county for the collection of said tax, in the same 
manner as by law state taxes are required.to be collected, ex- 
cept where in this act it is otherwise directed. 

Sec. 3. The selectmen of the several towns in said county 
shall make out and deliver to the first constable of their respec- - 
tive towns, in the month of December, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and forty-nine, a tax bill for ‘the collection of said tax, in 
the same manner required by law in case of state taxes. 

Sec. 4. The first constables of the séveral towns in said 
county shall collect and pay into the county treasury of said. 
county the amount of said tax by the-first'day of March next. 

Src. 5. This act shall take effect on the first day of De- 
cember next. 


Approved, November 13th, 1849. 


No. 40.—AN ACT RELATING TO THE JUDICIARY. 


_ It is. hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
_ Vermont, as follows : 


Sec. 1. The Supreme Court shall hereafter consist of one 
chief judge and two assistant judges, any two of whom shall 
be a quorum. 

Sec. 2. There shall be four judicial circuits in the State. 
The first shall consist of the counties of Bennington, Rutland 
and Addison; the second, of the counties: of Windham, Wind- 
sor and Orange ; the third, of the counties of Chittenden, Frank- 
lin, Lamoille and Grand Isle; the fourth, of the counties of 
Washington, Caledonia, Orleans and Essex. 

Sec. 3. There shall be elected annually, by the General 
Assembly, a circuit judge for each of the four judicial circuits 
established by this act. 

Sec. 4. Each circuit judge shall be chief judge of the 
county court in each county within the circuit for which he is 
elected. 
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‘Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of all the judges of the Supreme 
Court to attend every session of such court. 

Sec. 6. In case any circuit judge shall be unable to attend 
any term of thecounty court in his judicial circuit, by reason of 
sickness, absence or other cause, or is disqualified to act in the 
trial of any cause pending in such court, any other circuit judge, 
or any judge of the Supreme Court, may preside in such county 
court during such term, or on the trial of any such cause. 

Sec. 7. In addition to the sessions of the Supreme Court 
now provided for by law, there shall be annually one session of 
said court in each judicial circuit at such time and in such 
county as said Supreme Court shall direct, which direction shall 
be made by said court at the last session thereof held within 
' said circuit, as now provided for by law, in each year: 

Sec. 8. The several clerks of the Supreme Court in each 
circuit, shall attend the circuit session of the Supreme Court held 
within the same, with all the papers in his possession relating 
to any cause to be tried at such session, and the Supreme Court 
at said circuit session shall proceed to hear, try and determine 
all business which may have been left unfinished at the preced- 
ing term of said court in each county in said circuit; and it 
shall be the duty of said Supreme Court, at each circuit session, 
to decide every cause that shali have been--argued. at said ses- 
sion, or previous thereto. Provided, any clerk of the Supreme 
Court, in a county in which there was no business unfinished 
the preceding term, shall not be required to attend the circuit 
session of the Supreme Court. : 

Sec. 9. Each circuit judge shall be a chancellor, and with- 
in the judicial circuit for which he is elected shall have and 
exercise all the jurisdiction and powers which now are, or here- 
after may be, vested in a court of chancery. 

Sec. 10. If any. chancellor shall be unable to attend any 
term of the court of chancery in hisjudicial circuit, or if he is 
disqualified to act in any suit pending in such court, any other 
circuit judge as chancellor may hold such term, or may hear, 
try and determine any such cause, or make any order therein. 

Sec. 11. The salary of each circuit judge shall be the same, 
and be paid in the same manner, as is now provided by law 
to be paid to a judge of the Supreme Court. 

Sec. 12. ‘Somuch of the statute laws of this State, as is in- 
consistent with the provisions of this act, is hereby repealed :_ 
and this act shall take effect from and after the second 'Thurs- 
day of October next. 

Approved, November 13th, 1849. 
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No. 41.—AN ACT IN RELATION TO RAILROAD CORPORATIONS. 


_It is hereby enacted by the Generai Assembly of the State 


of Vermont, as follows : 


Src. 1. All railroad companies that have been or that shall 
hereafter be incorporated, under the authority of this State, 
shall have all the powers and privileges, and be subject to all 
the duties, liabilities, and other provisions contained in this act 
respecting such corporations, so far as the same are consistent 
with their respective charters. 

Sec. 2. No petition or bill for the establishment of any rail- 
road corporation, or for extending the grant or charter for any 
such corporation, shall be acted upon, unless notice thereof 
shall have been published in a newspaper, or two newspapers, 
if so many there shall be, printed in each of the counties in 
which such railroad, or the extension thereof, shall be located or 
proposed to be located, which notices shall be published three 
weeks successively in each of said papers, and the last publica- 
tion shall be at least three weeks previous to the session of the. 
General Assembly, to which said petition or bill shall be pre- 
sented ; and if no newspaper be printed in such county, then 
the publication shall be made as aforesaid in some newspaper 
printed in an adjoining county. 

Sec. 3. Every act of incorporation for a railroad company 
shall confine the road within the limits indicated by the notice. 
required in the preceding section, shall specify the several towns 
through which the same may pass, and shall otherwise desig- 
"nate the route, on which the road may be authorized to be 
_made, with as much certainty as the nature of each case will 
admit. 

Sec. 4. The immediate government and direction of the af- 
fairs of every such corporation shall be vested in a board of not 
less than five directors, who shall be chosen by the members of 
the corporation in the manner hereinafter provided, and shall 
hold their offices until others shall be duly elected in their 
places ; and the said directors shall elect one of their own num- 
ber to be president of the board, who shall also be president of 
the corporation; and they may also choose a clerk, who shall 
reside and keep his office in this State, and who shall be sworn 
to the faithful discharge of his duty, and a treasurer, and also 
such subordinate officers as the company by its by-laws may 
designate, who shall give bonds to the corporation, in such sum 


as shall be required by the by-laws, for the faithful discharge of 
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the duties of their office. A majority of the fects shall 
_ forma board, and shall be competent to transact the business of 
the company. 

Sec. 5.. At all meetings of the corporation, each member 
shall be entitled to one vote for each share held by him; pro- 
vided, that he shall not- be entitled to any vote for any shares 
beyond one tenth part of the whole number of shares of the 
stock of such corporation; and all meetings shall be called and 
notified in such manner as shall be provided in the by-laws of 
such corporation. 

Sec. 6. In case it shall happen at any time that an election - 
of directors shall not be made on the day designated in the by- 
laws of any railroad company, when it ought to have been 
made, the company for that reason shall not be dissolved, if 
within ninety days thereafter they shall hold an election for 
directors in such manner as shall be provided for by the said 
by-laws. 

Sec. 7. The shares in the capital stock of any railroad 
corporation shall be deemed. personal estate, and may be trans- 
ferred by any conveyance in .writing, in the manner provided 
by the by-laws of such corporation, and shall be liable to at- 
tachment and sale under legal process, in the manner provided 
by chapter seventy-nine of the Revised Statutes. 

Sec. 8. The commissioners for opening books of subscrip- 
tion, named in any.act of incorporation, shall, from time to 
“time, after the company shall be incorporated, open books of 
subscription to the capital stock of the company, in such places, 
and after giving such notice, as a majority of them shall direct, 
which books of subscription shall be kept open until all the 
capital stock shall be subscribed, if the corporation shall so long 
exist, and in case a greater amount of stock shall be subscrib- 
ed than the whole capital stock of such company, the commis- 
sioners shall distribute such capital stock as equally as possible 
among the subscribers, but no share thereof shall be divided in 
making such distribution, nor shall a greater number of shares 
be allotted to. any subscriber than such subscriber shall have _ 
subscribed for. 

Sec. 9. Every person, at the time of subscribing for stock 
in any railroad company, shall, at the time of subscribing, pay 
to the commissioners five dollars on each share for which he 
may subscribe, and shall, if required by the commissioners, 
give security to their satisfaction for the payment of fifteen 
dollars more on each share, in such instalments as may be or- 
dered by such company ; and each. subscriber shall be a member 
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of such company. -All subscriptions for stock shall be payable 
absolutely, and no secret agreement, nor any understanding or 
condition not inserted in the terms of the subscription, shall af- 
fect the right of -the corporation to enforce payment thereof as 
hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 10. As soon as practicable after said stock, or such por- 
tion thereof as may be prescribed in the act: of incorporation, 
shall have been subscribed, the commissioners to receive sub- 
scriptions shall give at least ten days notice for the meeting of 
the stockholders, at such time and place as said commissioners 
shall appoint, for the choice of directors, by publishing the 
same in such newspapers as they shall direct; and such elec- 
tion shall then be made by ballot by the stockholders, who 


- shall attend for that purpose, either in person or by proxy. 


Said commissioners shall be inspectors of the first election of 
directors, shall openly count the votes and declare the result, 
and shall certify the names of those duly elected, and shall also 
deliver to said directors all moneys received by such commis- 
sioners on subscriptions to such capital stock, and all books and 
papers in their possession relating to such subscriptions. The 
time and place for the first meeting of said directors shall be 
fixed by said commissioners. A new election of directors shall 
be made annually, at such time and place, and upon such notice, 
as shall be designated in the by-laws of the corporation ; but 
if the by-laws contain no provision upon the subject, then at 


_ such time and place, and upon such notice, as the directors shall 


designate. 
Sec. 11. The president and directors of every railroad cor- 


poration, may, from time to time, make such equal assessments 


on all the shares in said corporation as they may deem expedi- 
ent and necessary for the purposes of the corporation, and may 
direct the same to be paid to the treasurer, who shall give no- 
tice thereof to the stockholders, either personally or by letter 
through the mail, or by publication in such newspaper as the 
directors shall designate: and if any stockholder shall neg- 


_lect to pay his assessments, for the space of thirty days, af- 


ter notice from the treasurer, the directors may order the treas- 
urer, after giving notice of the sale, to sell such shares at public 
auction, to the highest bidder,.and the same shall accordingly 
be transferred to the purchaser ; and if the shares of any delin- 
quent stockholder shall not sell for a sum sufficient to pay his 
assessment, with interest and charges of sale, he shall be held 
liable to the corporation for any deficiency ; and if such shares 
shall sell for more than the assessment, so due, with interest and 


1849,] PUBLIC- ACTS. 30 


charges-of sale, hé shall be-entitled to the surplus remaining af- 

ter such sale; provided, that no assessment shall be laid upon 
any shares in such corporation, to a greater amount than the 
sum at which the shares shall be fixed by the charter of such 
corporation, or by any vote or agreement of the stockholders. 
The purchasers and owners of the shares so purchased, shall be 
liable for all the subsequent assessments thereon, and payment 
thereof may be enforced in the manner above provided. 

Sec. 12. Every railroad corporation may lay out its road, 
not exceeding five rods wide; and for the purpose of cuttings, 
embankments, and procuring stone and. gravel, may take as 
much more land, within the limits of its charter, in the manner 
provided in this chapter, as may be necessary for the proper. 
construction and security of the road. 

Sec. 13. Every railroad corporation may purchase, or oth- 
erwise take, any lands, or materials, necessary for the purpose 
of making or securing their railroad; and may also take, by 
purchase or otherwise, such water, and in such quantity, as may . 
be required for the use of the road, together with the right of 
laying down all necessary aqueducts, for the conveyance of wa- 
ter, and of entering upon the land, and constructing, and keep- 
ing in repair, all such aqueducts; and if they shall not be able 
to obtain such land, er materials, such. water, and the right of 
conveying the same, by an agreement with the owner thereof, 
they shall pay therefor such damages as shall be estimated and 
determined by the commissioners mentioned in section fifteen 
of this act. 

Sec. 14. No land, or materials, without the limits of said 
road, shall be so taken, without the permission of the owner 
thereof, unless the commissioners, on the application of such 
corporation, and after notice to. the owner, shall first prescribe 
the limits within which land or materials shall be so taken as 
aforesaid. 

Sec. 15. Whenever any railroad corporation shall not have 
acquired, by gift or purchase, any land, real estate, or property, 
taken or required for the construction and maintenance of their 
road, and the convenient accommodation of the same, and in 
case of a disagreement about the price of such lands and other 
property, any two of the judges of the Supreme Court, upon 
application for that purpose, by such company, shall appoint 
three disinterested commissioners to determine the damages 
which the owner or owners of such lands or property may have 
sustained, or shall be likely to sustain, by the occupation of 
the s wae ‘for the purposes aforesaid; and upon the payment of 
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the damages determined upon by such commissioners, with the 
costs and charges thereupon accruing, by said company, or upon 
the deposit of the same by such company in such bank, or with 
such clerk of the Supreme Court, as said commissioners shall 
direct, to the credit of the person or persons to whom such 
damages have been awarded, such bank or clerk giving notice 
personally, or by letter through the post-office, to such persons 
_ that such deposit has been made, such company shall be deemed 
- to be seized and possessed of all such lands or other property as 
shall have been appraised by said commissioners. One of said 
commissioners shall be an inhabitant of the town in which the ` 
land or other property to be appraised is situated, and all of said 
commissioners shall be inhabitants of the county in which such 
property is situated, and said commissioners shall give twelve 
days notice to the occupants or owners of the lands to be ap- 
‘praised, of the time and place when and where they will at- 
tend to such appraisal; and when such appraisal is made, they 
shall, within twenty days, notify the owner, if known, of the 
amount thereof, and deliver to said company a written statement 
of the same, with a de scription of the land or other property 
so by them appraised, which, within thirty days thereafter, 
said company shall cause to be recorded in the town clerk’s of- 
fice of the town where such lands or other estate lie; and in case 
the owner of such lands or estate shall be a married woman, an 
infant, idiot, or insane, or shall not reside in this state, or shall not 
be known, then said company shall cause the damages sustained 
by such owners to be determined in the manner above prescribed, 
_ and shall pay the same to the lawful owners, when demanded, 
with the interest thereon, which said damages and interest shall 
be a specific lien upon the real estate of such company, and be 
preferred before any other demand against said company. 

Sec. 16. Should the company, or the owner of any 
land or property, feel aggrieved by the decision of the com- © 
missioners, either party may, within ninety days after the 
date of such award,; appeal to the county court in the 
county where the idn d or other property lies; and such 
court shall thereupon appoint three commissioners, one of whom 
shall be an inhabitant of the county in which such land or prop- 
erty is situated ; and the decision of such court shall be final up- 
on the report of said commissioners, and costs may in the discret- 
ion of such court be taxed and allowed to either party. 

Provided, That no appeal shall be taken by the corporation af- 
ter deposit of the amount of the award, nor shall an appeal be tak- 
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en by the landholder or owner after acceptance of the amount of 
the award. 

Sec. 17. At least ten days before any appraisal shall be made 
by the commissioners, of any lands or other property taken by any 
railroad corporation, for the purposes of the road, such corpora- 
tion shall deliver to the owner, or deposit in the town clerk’s of- 
fice in the town in which the same is situate, a plan or description 
in writing of the land or property so taken. _ 

Sec. 18. Whenever any railroad corporation, which has been 
. or may be chartered, shall require, either for roadway or building 
materials, any lands, the owner or owners of which are unknown, 
or where there are conflicting claims to the title, or where such 
lands are encumbered by mortgages, attachments, or the levy of 
executions, or otherwise, such corporation, after having the dam- 
ages appraised by the commissioners, may; if they think fit, apply 
by petition to the chancellor of the district in which such lands 
are situated, and such chancellor may, in his discretion, order the 
damages awarded by the commissioners-to be deposited with the 
clerk of the court, or in some bank in the county where such land 
is situated, subject to the order of such person or persons as said 
chancellor shall decide to be legally and equitably entitled to 
the same, or subject to the future order of the chancellor of said 
district. 

Sec. 19. No final decree shall be made in such ease, until 
reasonable notice shall have been given to all persons interested, 
where they.are known, and resident in this State, of the filing 
of such petition ; and when the owners are unknown, or reside 
without this State, such notice shall be given as the chancellor 
shall order, by publication or otherwise. 

‘Src. 20. On the déposit of the damages awarded under the 
order of a chancellor, the title to such lands shall vest in such 
corporation, subject to the right of appeal as in other cases, and 
if the sum so deposited shall remain for six moiiths undemand- 
ed,- the chancellor may order the same invested fòr the benefit 
of ‘those interested. g 

Sec. 21. No notice shall be required to be given of the ap- 
praisal of unoccupied lands, unless the owner or owners shall 
reside in this State, or has some known agent or attorney resid- 
ing therein; and if there be, the same notice shall be given to 
such agent or attorney as is directed to be given to the occu- 
pant or owner, in section fifteen of this act. 

Sec. 22. Whenever a railroad corporation shall have paid, 
or become liable to pay, land damages for the location of their 
road, and shall afterwards change such location and occupy 


36 PUBLIC ACTS. [A. D. 
other lands of the same land owner to whom damages shall 
have been paid or awarded, such land first located upon shall, 
on the completion of such second location, revert absolutely to 
such land owner, and on such subséquent location, the commis- 
sioners shall award no other or greater damages than under all 
the circumstances shall be just and equitable: and if the dam- 
ages awarded on such second location shall be less than the 
damages awarded on the first location, the corporation may re- 
cover the difference, if paid, from such land owner, and if 
awarded and not paid, may retain the difference, and shall not 
be liable to pay the same: Provided, 'That in case the damages 
on the first location shall have been assessed by the commis- 
sioners and an appeal taken therefrom and be pending, such 
corporation shall pay the costs that may have accrued in such 
appeal, and cause their new location to be recorded, before they 
shall be allowed to take any benefit of this section. 

Sec. 23. If the location of any railroad shall be changed, 
after the payment of damages to any land owner, and no por- 
tion of the lands of such owner shall be taken for the new lo- 
cation, then the lands so taken for said first Tocation shall re- 
vert absolutely to the owner, as provided in the preceding sec- 
tion: and such railroad corporation shall have the right to re- 
cover from such land owner the amount so paid as damages, 
deducting therefrom the damages which shall have actually ac- 
crued to such owner in consequence of locating said railroad 
across said lands, which damages shall be ascertained by the 
commissioners in the manner provided in this act for determin- 

. ing land damages upon the location of any railroad: Provided, 
however, such land owner may, if he chooses, convey to such 
company the.land so located upon, and in that case may retain 
the sum so awarded. 

Sec. 24. If the location of any such road shall have been 
changed, as mentioned in the preceding section, and the dama- 
ges shall have been awarded and not paid, the land first located 
upon shall revert to the owner thereof, and the corporation shall 
not be required to pay the sum so awarded, but shall pay to 
such owner all damages which may have accrued to him 
by reason of such location, to be determined by said commis- 
sioners. 

Sec. 25. Every such corporation. may cause such examina- 
tions and surveys for the proposed railroad to be made, as may 

«--be‘necessary to the selection of the most advantageous route for 
the railroad; and for such purpose, by their officers, agents 
and servants, may enter upon lands or waters of any per- 
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son, but subject to responsibility for all damages which they 
shall do thereto ; but for no other purpose, without the consent 
of the owner, shall they, be permitted to make suchentry, until 
the damages have been agreed upon by the parties, or as- 
certained and paid to the One, or Ge posted as herein before 
directed. 

Sec. 26. If, after the ae out and making of any railroad, 
already granted, or which may hereafter be granted, any turn- 
- pike road or other way shall be so laid out as to cross said rail- 
road, the said turnpike road or way may be so made as to pass 
under or over said railroad, and.said turnpike or way shall in 
all cases be so made as not to obstruct or injure such railroad. 

Sec. 27. Whenever it shall become necessary for any rail- 
road corporation to lay out their road upon, or by the side of 
any-turnpike, highway or way, or upon any bridge owned by a 
town or turnpike corporation, said corporation shall give notice 
thereof to one of the directors ‘of such turnpike, or to one of 
the selectmen of such town; and if such railroad corporation 
cannot agree with the selectmen of the town, or with the turn- 
pike directors, on some road to be worked, or bridge to be built 
by the railroad corporation, in lieu of such road or bridge, or on 
the ‘amount of damages, the commissioners, appointed to ap- 
praise land damages for such railroad corporation, shall direct 
said corporation to build such road or bridge, as a substitute for 
the road or bridge so located upon, as the interest-of the public 
and the parties shall require; and upon the construction of 
such road or bridge, the toad or bridge so located upon shall 
vest in said corporation. 

Provided, That any railroad corporation, turnpike corpora- 
tion, town, or individual, owning land adjacent to said road or 
bridge, so entered upon, crossed or altered, shall have the same 
right of appeal from the decision of the selectmen or commis- 
siohers, as is provided for in the fifteenth section of this act. 

Sec. 28. Any railroad may be so laid out as to cross any 
turnpike or other way ; and the corporation may raise or lower 
such turnpike or way, for the purpose of having their railroad 
pass over or under the same. Ifany railroad corporation, which 
has been or may be established, shall think proper to alter the 
course of any turnpike or other way, where it is crossed by 
their railroad, for the purpose of facilitating the crossing of the 
same, they may alter the same accordingly. Before proceeding 
to make any alteration in such turnpike or way, said railroad 
corporation shall, in writing, notify one of the directors of the 
corporation owning such turnpike, or one of the selectmen of 
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the town in which: such way is situated ; and if such corpora- 
tion cannot agree with said selectmen, or turnpike directors, as 
to such alterations, or manner of crossing, the commissioners 
named in the preceding section shali determine the same. 

Sec. 29. Such corporation may take such additional lands, 
for the purposes mentioned in the two last preceding sections, 
as said commissioners shall judge necessary. Unless the lands so 
taken shall be purchased or voluntarily given for the purposes 
aforesaid, compensation therefor shall be determined by said 
commissioners, as in other cases, and duly made by said rail- 
road corporation, to the owners and persons interested in such 
lands ; the same, when so taken, on compensation made, to be- 
come part of such turnpike or way,-in such manner and by such 
tenure as the adjacent parts of the same turnpike or way may 
be held for highway purposes. Provided, said land owners and 
said corporation shall have the same right ‘of appeal as in other 
eases of land damages. 

Sec. 30. All alterations made in any turnpike or way, un- 
der the three preceding sections, shall, if made by said commis- 
sioners, be signed by them, and if agreed upon by the parties. 
shall be signed by the turnpike directors or selectmen of the 

_ town, and duly recorded in the town clerk’s office. 

Sec. 31. Any railroad corporation, after having taken land, 
for any portion of their road, may; if they shall find it expedi- 
ent, vary the direction of the road in the place where such land 
iS situated’: provided, they shall not thereby locate their road, ` 
or any part thereof, without the limits prescribed by their act 
of incorporation ; and they shall, before the time required by 
law for completing their road, file the location of the different 
parts of the road, when such variations are made, with the town 
clerks of the respective towns, where said parts of the road are 
situated, who shall record the same. 

Sec. 32. On the application of any railroad corporation, the 
commissioners for the assessment of land damages may, after 
notice and hearing in the case, authorize an original location of 
a railroad to be made, or an existing location to be altered, in 

- any part thereof, if the same becomes necessary, without the 
limits prescribed by the charter of such corporation ; provided, 
that if such location or alteration is prayed for in a road, which 
lies in two or more counties, the said commissioners of either 
county, may hear and judge thereon. 

Sec. 33. Every railroad corporation shall cause the location 
of their road, in each town through which it passes, to be record- 
ed in the respective Paa clerks’ offices of said towns, within 
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two years from passing the act of incorporation, which location 
shall be signed by,a majority of the directors thereof, and shall 
define the courses, distances, and boundaries of the same. 

Sec. 34. All railroad companies incorporated, or which may 
be incorporated, under the authority of this State, shall have 
power to make contracts and arrangements with each other, and 
with railroad corporations of other States, for leasing or run- 
ning their roads, or any part thereof; and also, to contract for, 
and hold, in fee simple, or otherwise, lands or buildings, in this 
' or other States, for depot purposes, and storing freights; and 
also to, purchase and hold such personal property as shall be 
necessary and convenient for carrying into effect the object of - 
this section. Said companies shall also have the right of con- 
necting with each other, and with the railroads of other States, 
on such terms as shall be mutually agreed-upon by the corpor- 
ations interested in such connection. 

Sec. 35. If any person shall wilfully and maliciously dis- 
place or remove any railway switch, or rail of any railroad, or 
shall break down, rip up, injure, or destroy any railroad track, 
or railroad bridge, or any portion thereof, or place any obstruc- 
tion whatever on any such rail, or railroad track, or bridge, with 
intent that any person or property passing on and over such 
railroad should be injured thereby, and thereby shall put in ~ 
jeopardy human life, every such person, so offending, shall be 
punished by confinement to hard labor in the state prison for 
a period not less than two years. And if, in consequence of 
any such act, done with the intent aforesaid, any person, pass- 
ing on and over such railroad, shall actually suffer any bodily 
harm, or any property shall be injured, such actual suffering or 
injury shall aggravate the offence, and the person offending 
shall be punished accordingly by such further confinement to 
hard labor in the state prison as the circumstances of the case 
may demand. . 
~ Sec. 36. If any person shall wilfully and maliciously dis- 
place or remove any railway switch, or rail of any railroad, or 
shall break down, or rip up, Injure or destroy any railroad track, 
or railroad bridge, or fence, or any portion thereof, or place any 
obstruction whatever on any such rail; or railroad track, or 
bridge, or shall do, or cause to be done, any act or acts what- 
ever, whereby any engine, machine, or structure, or any matter 
or thing appertaining thereto, shall be stopped, obstructed, im- 
paired, weakened, injured or destroyed, with intent that any 
person or property, passing on and over such railroad, should be 
injured thereby, and if, in consequence thereof, any person is 
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“killed, or the life of any: person is lost, every person so-offend- 
ing shall be deemed guilty of manslaughter, and shall be liable 
to be indicted and tried for the crime of. manslaughter. 

Sec. 37. If any person shall wilfully do, or cause to be 
done, any act or acts whatever, whereby any building, fence, 
construction, or work of any such corporation, or any engine, 
machine, or structure, or any matter or thing appertaining to the 
same, shall be stopped, obstructed, impaired, weakened, injured, 
or destroyed, the person so offending shall be guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, and shall also forfeit and pay to the said corporation 
double the amount of damages sustained by means of such 
offence. 

Sec. 38, A bell, of at least thirty pounds weight, shall be 
placed on each locomotive engine, and be rung at the distance 
of at least eighty rods from the place where the railroad shall 
cross any road or street on the same grade, and be kept ringing. 
until it shall have crossed such road or street ; the steam whis- 
tle may be blown in lieu of ringing said bell. 

Src. 39. Every railroad corporation shall cause boards to 
be placed, well supported by posts or otherwise, and constantly 
maintained, across each public road or street, where the same is 
crossed by the railroad on the same level; said boards shall be 
elevated so as not to obstruct the travel, and to be easily seen 
by travelers; and on each side of said boards shall be painted 
in capital letters, of at least the size of twelve inches each, the 
words—“ Look out for the Engine.” 

Sec. 40. If any railroad corporation shall unreasonably neg- 
lect or refuse to comply with the requisitions contained in the 
two preceding ‘sections, they shail forfeit, for every such. neglect 

_or refusal, a sum not exceeding one thousand dollars. 

Sec. 41. The directors of every such corporation shall, 
from year to year, make report to the Legislature, under the 
oath of the President or one of the board, of their acts and do- 
ings, receipts and expenditures, under the provisions of their 
charter, the first of which reports shall be made within one 
year after the organization of the corporation, and the others. 
shall be made on or before the third Thursday of October in 
every succeeding year; and their books. shall at ail times be 
open to the inspection of any.committee of the legislature ap- 
pointed for that purpose; and if such corporation shall unrea- 
sonably refuse or neglect to make such reports, they shall, for 
every such refusal or neglect, forfeit a sum not exceeding five 
thousand dollars.. 
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Sec. 42. Every such corporation may establish, for their 
sole benefit, a toll upon all passengers and -property conveyed 
or transported on their railroad, at such rates as may be deter- 
mined by.the directors of the corporation ; and may, from time 
to time, regulate such conveyance and transportation, the weight 
of loads, and all other things in relation to the use of such.road, 
as the directors shall determine: Provided, That the Supreme 
Court may, at any stated session holden in any county through 
which said road passes, on the application of ten freeholders of 
such county, and due notice thereof to the corporation, front 
time to time, as they shall deem expedient, alter or reduce such 
rates of toll, according to the provisions, if any, contained in 
the charters of such corporations; but the said tolls shall not, 
without the consent of the corporation, be so reduced as to pro- 
duce, with said profits, less than ten per centum per annum. 

Se. 43. The State may, at any time during the continu- 
ance of the charter of any railroad corporation, after the expi- 
ration of twenty years from the opening of said railroad for 
use, purchase of the corporation the said railroad, and all the 
franchise, property, rights and privileges of the corporation, by 
paying them therefor suck a sum as will reimburse them the 
amount of capital paid in, with a net profit thereon of ten per 
cent. per annum from the time of the payment thereof by the . 
stockholders to the time of such purchase. 

Sec. 44. Each railroad corporation shall erect and maintain: 
fences on the sides of their road, (so far as the same shall be 
necessary, ) of the height and strength of a division fence as re- 
quired by law, and farm crossings of the road for the use of the 
proprietors of lands adjoining such railroad, and also construct 
and maintain cattle guards at all farm and road crossings, suita- 
ble and sufficient to prevent cattle and animals from getting on 
to the railroad. Until such fences and cattle guards shall be 
duly made, the corporation and its agents shall be liable for all 
damages which shall be done by their agents or engines to cat- 

ile, horses, or other animals thereon, if occasioned by want of 
such fences and cattle guards, and after such fences and guards 
shall be duly made, the corporation shall not be lable for any 
such damages, unless negligently or wilfully done; and if any 
person shall ride, lead, or drive any horse or other animal, upon 
such road, and within such fences and guards, other than at 
road and farm crossings, without the consent of the corporation, 
he shall for every such offence forfeit a sum not exceeding ten 
dollars, to be recovered by such corporation in an action on He 
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case, and shall also pay all damages which shall be. sustained 
thereby to the party aggrieved. > - 

Sec. 45. The provision in the preceding section, requiring 
such corporations to erect and maintain fences, shall not apply 
to any case where the corporation shall have settled with and 
paid the land owner for building and maintaining such fence.— 
And if any person, having been thus settled with and paid for 
keeping any such fence in repair, shall neglect so to do, such 
railroad corporation may make such repairs and recover the ne- 
cessary expense thereof of such person or his grantee. 

Sec. 46. If the parties cannot agree.upen the plan, or man- 
ner, or number of farm crossings, mentioned in section forty- 
four of this act, the same shall be determined by the commis- 
sioners; Provided, That the cominissioners shall not be requir- 
ed to order farm crossings to be made when the costs of con- 
struction shall exceed the value of the land to be accommoda- 
ted thereby ; but in such cases the commissioners shall award 
such damages, in lieu thereof, as shall be just and equitable. 

Sec. 47. If any horse or other beast shall be found going 
at large, within the limits of any railroad, after the same is 
opened for use, the person, through whose fault or negligence 
such horse or other beast shall be so found, shall, for every such 
offence, forfeit a sum not exceeding twenty dollars, for every 
horse or other beast so found going at large, and shall also be li- 
able for any damages thereby sustained by any person, to be re- 
covered in an action on the case, by the person sustaining such 
damages. 

Sec. 48: No locomotive engine or other power shall be al- 
lowed to run‘upon any railroad constructed by authority of this 
State, except such as belong to, and are controlled by, the cor- 
poration owning and managing such road, unless by the consent 
of such corporation. 

Sec. 49. Every railroad corporation, which may be the 
owner of any railroad in use, is hereby required, at reasonable 
times, and for a reasonable compensation, to draw over their road 
the passengers, merchandize, and cars of any other railroad 
corporation, which has been, or may hereafter be, authorized by 
the Legislature to enter with their railroad upon, or to unite 
the same with, the road of such corporation, and use said last 
named road. And if the respective corporations, whose roads 
are so united, shall be unable to agree upon the place of union, 
or the compensation so as aforesaid to be paid, the Supreme 
Court, upon the petition of either party, and upon notice to the 
other party, shall appoint three commissioners, who shall, upon 
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due notice to the parties interested, proceed to determine and 
fix upon the place and manner of uniting, and such rate of 
compensation. And the award of said commissioners, or a ma- 
jor part of them, shall be binding upon the respective corpora- 
tions interested therein, until the same shall have been revised 
or altered by commissioners appointed as afcresaid ; but no such 
revision or alteration shall be made by such commissioners 
within one year after such decision and award shall have been 
made. 

Sec. 50. The said commissioners shall, upon the applica- 
tion of either party, if the respective corporations cannot agree 
upon the same, also determine the stated periods at which said 
cars are'to-be drawn as aforesaid, having reference to the con- 
venience and interest of said corporations, and of the public who 
will be accommodated thereby. 

Sec. 51. The compensation of said commissioners, for their 
services and expenses, shall be paid by the respective corpora- 
tions interested therein, in equal proportions. 

Sec. 52. Any railroad company may construct their road 
across the track of any other such corporation already charter- 
ed, if the right so to do is reserved in the act creating such last 
mentioned corporation, and may also cross any other railroad 
hereafter granted, at any point on its route, and upon the grounds 
of such other company. And if the two corporations cannot 
agree upon the amount of compensation to be paid therefor, or 
the points and manner of such crossings, the same shall be as- 
certained and determined by commissioners, to be appointed 
and paid in the manner provided in the three preceding sections. 

Sec. 53. Every railroad company in this State shall require -.. 
sufficient security from the contractors for the payment of all 
labor performed in constructing the road of such company by 
persons in their employ ; and such company shall be liable to 
the day laborers employed by the contractors, for labor actually 
performed on their road, but such lability shall not exist, unless 
the person having such claim shall, in writing, within forty days 
after the performance of such labor, notify the engineer in 
charge of the section on which the labor was performed, that 
he has not been paid by the contractors. 

Sec. 64. If any person shall, while in charge of a locomo- 
tive engine running upon the railroad of any corporation, or 
while acting as the conductor of a car, or train of cars, on any 
such railroad, be intoxicated, He shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor. : : 
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Sec. 55. Any railroad corporation shall, when applied to 
by the Postmaster General, convey the mail of the United 
States on their road; and in case such corporation shall not 
agree with said Postmaster General as to the rate of compensa- 
tion therefor, and as to the time, rate and speed, manner and 
condition of carrying the same, the Governor of the State may 
appoint three commissioners, who, or a majority of them, after 
twenty days notice in writing of the time and place of meeting 
to the corporation, shall determine and fix the prices, terms 
and conditions aforesaid ; but such price shall not be less, for 
carrying said mails in the regular passenger trains, than the 
amount which such corporation would receive as freight on a 
like weight of merchandise transported in their merchandise 
rains, and a fair compensation for the post-office car. And in 
ease the Postmaster General shall require the mail to be carried 
at other hours, or at higher speed, than the passenger trains be 
run at, the corporation shall furnish an extra train for the mail, 
and be allowed an extra compensation for the expense and 
wear and tear thereof, and for the services, to be fixed as afore- 
said. 
Sec. 55. If any articles of personal property, brought upon 
any railroad in this State, and deposited in any depot or ware- 
house of any railroad corporation, without any special contract 
for the keeping thereof, shall not be claimed by the owner or 
consignee, within sixty days from the time they are so deposit- 
ted, and the legal charges thereon for freight remaining unpaid, 
such corporation may cause such property, or any portion there- 
of, to be sold by the sheriff of the county where the same may 
be deposited. And in the sale and disposition of the avails of 
such property, the sheriff shall be governed by the provisions 
of the act of 1848, entitled ‘an act to provide for the disposal 
of unclaimed property, stored with wharfingers and other store- 
house keepers,’”’ approved Oct. 31st, 1843. 

Sec. 57. If any passenger shall refuse to pay his fare or 
toll, or shall be discrderly, or drunk, or refuse to comply with 
all the reasonable regulations of the corporation for the govern- 
ment of the conduct of the passengers, it shall be lawful for the 
conductor of the train and the servants of the corporation to 
put him out of the cars, at any usual stopping place the conduc- 
tor may elect. 

Sec. 585. Every conductor, baggage master, engineer, brake- 
man, or other servant of any such railroad corporation, employed 
in a passenger train, or at stations for passengers, shall wear 
upon his hat or cap a badge, which shall indicate his office, 
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and the initial letters of the style of the -corporation by which 
he isemployed. No conductor or collector without such badge 
shall demand, or be entitled to receive, from any passenger, any 
fare, toll or ticket, or exercise any of the powers of his office, 
and no cther of the said officers or servants, without such badge, 
shall have any authority to meddle or interfere with any passen- 
ger, his baggage or property. 

Sec. 59. In forming a passenger train, no loaded, and not 
more than two empty baggage, or freight, or merchandize, or 
lumber cars, shall be placed in rear of passenger cars; and if 
they or any of them shall be so placed, and any accident shall 
happen to life or limb, the officer or agent who so directed, or 
knowingly suffered such arrangement, and the conductor and 
engineer of the train, shall each and all be held guilty of in- 
tentionally causing the injury, and be punished accordingly. 

Sec. 60. Whenever any engineer, fireman, or other agent 
of any railroad corporation, shall be guilty of negligence or 
carelessness, whereby an injury is done to any person or cor- 
poration, he shall, upon conviction, be punished by imprison- 
ment in the county jail for aterm not exceeding one year, 
or by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars: Provided, That 
nothing contained in this section shall exempt such corporation 
from an action in damages to any person or corporation sustain- 
ing such injury. 

‘Src. 61. When any injury is done to a building or other 
property, by fire communicated by a locomotive engine of any 
railroad corporation, the said corporation shall be responsible in 
damages for such injury, unless they shall show that they have 
used all due caution and diligence and empio yag suitable expe- 
dients to prevent such injury. 

Sec. 62. Any railroad corporation shall have an insurable 
e in such . property as is mentioned in the preceding sec- 
tion, along its route, and may procure insurance thereon, in its 
own name and behalf. o 

Sec. 63. Every railroad corporation shall be a body corpo- 
rate and politic, from the passing of the act of incorporation, 
so far as to authorize such corporation, after its organization, 
to enforce the payment of subscriptions to its capital “stock „and 
the performance of contracts in relation to the conveyance of 
real estate for the purposes of the road, made with any person 
for the benefit of the corporation, although such subscriptions 
and contracts may have been made prior to such organization. 

Sec. 64. No railroad corporation, which is authorized by its 
Charter to increase its capital stock, shall, hereafter, issue shares 
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for a less amount, or sum, to be actually paid in on each, than 
the par value of the shares in the original stock of said corpo- 
ration, unless all the stockholders in such corporation shall, in 
writing, agree that such shares may be issued for a less sum. 

Sec. 65. This act shall be, at all times, subject to alteration, 
amendment, or repeal, by any future Legislature, and shall not 
take effect till the first day of December, A. D. 1850. 

Sec. 66. Nothing in this act contained shall be so construed 
as to affect any rights or liabilities which have already accrued. 


Approved, November 13th, 1849. 


JOINT RESOLUTIONS. 


‘ 


No. 42.-RESOLUTIONS ea TO THE SUBJECT OF SLAVE- 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives, That 
Slavery is a crime against humanity, and a sore evil in the 
body politic, that was excused by the framers of the Federal 
Constitution as a crime entailed upon the country by their pre- 
decessors, and tolerated solely as a thing of inexorable necessity. 

Resolved, That the so called “compromises of the Constitu- 
tion” restrained the Federal Government from interference with. 
Slavery only in the States in which it then existed, and from 
interference with the Slave Trade only for a limited time, 
which has long since expired ; and that the powers, conferred. 
upon Congress by the Constitution, to suppress the Slave trade, 
to regulate commerce between the States, to govern the Terri- 
tories, and to admit new States,—powers conferred with an ex- 
press intention “to form a more perfect union, establish justice, 
insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defence, 
promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty 
to ourselves and our posterity,”—may all rightfully be used so 
as to prevent the extension of Slavery into territory now free, 
and to abolish Slavery and the Slave Trade wherever either 
exists under the jurisdiction of Congress. 

Resolved, That our Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gress be requested to resist, by all and every constitutional 
means, the extension of Slavery in any manner, whether by 
the annexation to slaveholding Texas of territory now free, or 
‘by the admission to the Union of territory already acquired, or 
which may be hereafter acquired, without an express prohibi- 
tion of slavery, either in the Constitution of each new State ask- 
ing admission, or in the act of Congress providing for such ad- 
mission. 

Resolved, further, That our Senators and Representatives in 
Congress be requested to support every just and prudent meas- 
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ure for the exclusion of Slavery from the District of Columbia ; 
for the entire suppression of the slave trade on the high seas, 
and wherever else Congress has jurisdiction; and, generally, 
to relieve the Federal Government from all responsibility for the 
existence, maintenance, or tolerance of Slavery, or the traffic in 
slaves. 

Resolved, further, "That our Senators j in Congress be instruct- 
ed and ow Representatives requested to use their exertions for 
the speedy organization of a Territorial Government’ for New 
Mexico and California, with a provision forever excluding invol- 
untary servitude, except for crime, therefrom. 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to furnish a copy 
cf the foregoing resolutions to each of our Senators and Rep- 
resentatives in Congress, and to the Governor of each State in 
the Union. 


Approved, November 12th, 1849. 


No. 42,—RESOLUTIONS RELATIVE TO SLAVERY IN THE DIS- 
TRICT OF COLUMBIA AND ON THE HIGH SEAS, AND ON 
THE APPLICATION OF THE ORDINANCE OF 1787. 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives, That 
our Senators in Congress be instructed and our Representatives 
requested to introduce a resolution at its next session, directing 
the appropriate committee in each branch of our National Leg- 
islature to report a bill to prohibit the traffic in Slaves in the 
District of Columbia, and on the high seas ;—also a bill to re- 
peal all laws that legalize Slavery in the District of Columbia; 
—and that on said. resolution they demand the yeas and nays. 

fesolved, "Chat our Senators in Congress be instructed, and 
our Representatives requested, to use their influence by direet 
vote, whenever an opportunity shall occur, to procure the ap- 
plication of the Ordinance of 1787 to all newly acquired terri- 
tory belonging to the United States. 

- £esolved, That His Excellency the Governor be requested 
to transmit a copy of the foregoing resolutions to each of our 
Senators and Representatives in Congress. 
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No. 44.—RESOLUTIONS RELATING TO THE ANNEXATION GF 
CANADA TO THE UNITED STATES. 


Wuereas, by the original articles of the confederation adopted . 
by the States of this Union, it was provided that “ Canada, 
“acceding to this confederation and joining in the meas- 
“ures of the United States, shall be admitted into and en- 
“ titled to all the advantages of this Union:” | 

AND Wuereas, recent cccurrences in the said Province of 
Canada indicate a strong and growing desire on the part of 
the people thereof to avail themselves of the advantages of the 

. foregoing offér, and to apply for admission among the sover- 
eign States of this Union: 

Tuererore, Resolved, by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives, That believing the admission of Canada into this 
Union to be a measure intimately connected with the permanent 
prosperity and glory of both countries, the government of the 
State of Vermont is earnestly desirous to see such reunion ef- 
fected without a, violation, on the part of the United States, of 
the amicable relations existing with the British Government, or - 
of the law of nations. 

Resolved, 'That the peaceful annexation of Canada to the Un- 
ited States, with the consent of the British Government and of 
the people of Canada, and upon just and honorable terms, is an 
object in the highest degree desirable to the people of the United 
States. It would open a wide and fertile field to the enterprise- ~ 
and industry of the American people; 1t would extend the boun- 
daries-and increase the power of our country ; it would enlist a 
brave, industrious and imtelligent people under the flag of our 
nation ; it would spread wide the'liberal principles of republican 
government, and promote the preponderance of free institutions 
inthis Union. We therefore trust that our national govern- 
meni, in the spirit of peace and of courtesy to both the British 
government, and the people of Canada, will adopt all proper 
and honorable means to secure the annexation of Canada to the 
United States. 


No. 45.—RESOLUTIONS DIRECTING THE GOVERNOR TO PRE- 
SENT TO THE CANADIAN PARLIAMENT CERTAIN DOCU- 
TIENTS. 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives, That 


the Governor is authorized and directed to present to the Speak- 
4 
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er of the Canadian Parliament, as a donation from this State to 
the Province of Canada, one copy of all the judicial reports, 
statutes, legislative journals, and public documents of this State, 
' now published, to be placed in the Canadian Provincial Libra- 
ry—so far as the same can be spared from the State Library, 
in the opinion of the Governor, and leave a sufficient supply 
for the use of the State. 

And be it further resolved, That the State Librarian is au- 
thorized, under the direction of the Governor, to furnish to the 
Province of Canada, annually, the statutes, journals, reports, 
and public documents of this State, on such terms of exchange 
as the Governor may direct. 


No. 46.—RESOLUTIONS RELATING TO HUNGARY. 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives, That 
the brave and patriotic people of Hungary are entitled to our 
warmest sympathy in their unsuccessful struggle for the liberty 
of their country against the despots of Austria and Russia; and: 
that the cruelty exhibited by the Emperor of Austria, in the exe- 
cution of her bravest generals and patriotic ministers of religion, 
for no other act than fighting and praying for the liberty of their 
country, demands the universal condemnation and execration of 
all nations. 

And beit further resolved, That it is the duty of the Govern~ 
- ment of the United States of America to make a solemn protest 
against the inhuman butchery of the patriots of Hungary, by 
the tyrants of Austria, as an infraction of the laws of nations, 
and an insult to the feelings of all free States. 


No. 47.—RESOLUTIONS RELATIVE TO, THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF A BUREAU OF AGRICULTURE IN THE DEPARTMENT OF 
THE INTERIOR. 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives, That 
the General Assembly of Vermont earnestly recommend the 
establishment of a Bureau of Agriculture, in the “ Department 
of the Interior” at Washington, whose province it shall be to 
superintend and promote the great interest of agricultural im- 
provement in the nation. 
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Resolved, That the Governor is requested to transmit a copy 
of the foregoing resolution and of the accompanying report, to 
the President of the United States, to the Secretary of the Ds- 
partment of the Interior, to the Governor of each State of the 
Union, and to each of our Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gress, to the end that the attention of Congress and of the sev- 
eral State Legislatures may be properly invited to the proposi- 
tions embraced therein. 

` Resolved, That the Senators and. Representatives of this 
State, in the Congress of the United States, are hereby request- 
ed to use their influence to procure the necessary legislation, 
by Congress, for the speedy establishment, on a firm ‘and per- 
manent basis, of a Bureau of Agriculture, as suggested in the 
first foregoing resolution. 


Approved, October 26th, 1849. 


No. 48.—RESOLUTIONS RELATING TO PLATTSBURGH VOLUN- 
- TEERS. 


<= 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives, That 
the Secretary of State is hereby required to ascertain the names 
of all the survivors of those who volunteered their services to 
repel the British in their invasion of Plattsburgh, in 1814, who 
have had no compensation for said services ; and also to ascer- 
tain the amount of services so rendered, and the amount of 
moneys paid by them, and report to the Legislature at its next 
session. 

Resolved, That the said volunteers be requested to furnish: 
to said Secretary of State, previous to the first day of Septem- 
ber, 1850, the information contemplated in the foregoing reso- 
lution, by transmitting to his office such evidence as they may 
be able to obtain in the premises. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be required to publish 
these resolutions among the acts to be designated by him for 
publication in the newspapers. 


No. 49.._RESOLUTION RELATING TO HENRY STEVENS, ESQ. 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives, That 


all authority of Henry Stevens, Esq., as commissioner under 


> 
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any resolution or resolutions he:etofore passed by the General 
Assembly, shall from this time cease. yg 


No. 50.~RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SARGEANT-AT-ARMS 
TO REMOVE THE OLD COURT HOUSE. 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives, That 
the Sargeant-at-arms be directed to cause the old Court House, 
standing on land belonging to the State, to be removed before 
the next session of the General Assembly, unless the owners 
shall paint and glaze the same, so that its outward appearance 
shall be respectable: Provided, it can be removed without ex- 
pense to the State. 


No. 51..—RESOCLUTION REQUIRING ANNUAL REPORTS FROM 
INSTITUTIONS FOR, SAVINGS. 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives, That 
the several Savings Institutions within this state be required, on 
the first Monday in September in each year, to report their con- 
dition to the Auditor of Accounts, and that the Auditor cause 
‘the same to be published in his Annual Report to the Legisla- 
jure. 


No. 52.—RESOLUTION FOR PRINTING THE REPORT OF THE 
STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF COMMON SCHOOLS. 


- Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives, That 
the State Superintendent of Common Schools and Clerk of the 
House be directed to furnish thirty-six hundred printed copies 
of the Annual Report of the Supérintendent, to be distributed 
under his direction. 


| 
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No. 53.—RESOLUTION RELATING TO PUBLICATION OF AMEND- 
MENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION PROPOSED BY THE COUN- 
CIL OF CENSORS. 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives, That 
the Secretary of State be directed to cause to be published Im- 
mediately, in every weekly and semi-weekly newspaper in the 
State, the Articles of Amendment to the Constitution proposed 
by the Council of Censors, the sections or articles of the Con- 
stitution affected by the proposed amendments, and the ordin- 
ance of Council, at asum not exceeding five dollars for one in- 
sertion in each of said papers. 


£4.—_ RESOLUTION FOR DELIVERING COPIES OF THE LAWS, 
JOURNALS, &c., TO REPRESENTATIVES FROM EAST MONT- 
PELIER AND WEST WINDSOR, FOR THE USE OF SAID 
TOWNS. 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives, That 
the Secretary of State and State Librarian be directed to deliv- 
er to the representatives of East Montpelier and West Windsor, 
for the use of said towns, one copy of the Laws, Journals, and 
Reports of the Decisions of the Supreme Court, so far as the 
same can be done and leave a sufficient number of copies of 
such Laws, Journals, and Reports, in their respective depart- 
ments. 


No. 55.—RESOLUTION FOR DELIVERING CERTAIN VOLUMES 
TO THE TOWN OF EAST HAVEN. 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives, That 
the Secretary of State and State Librarian be directed to deliv- 
er to the representative from the town of East Haven, for the 
use of said town, one copy of such laws, journals, and reports, 
as have heretofore been furnished to other towns, (except the 
17th, 18th, and 19th volumes of Vermont Reports,) provided 
the same can be spared from their respective departments. 
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STATE OF VERMONT. 


SECRETARY’S OFFICE, 
~-Monrrexier, Dec. 1, 1849. 


I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing fifty-five chapters are true copies 
of the Acts and Resolves of a public kind, passed by the General Assem- 
bly of this State, at the October Session, A. D. 1849, as appears by the 
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CORPORATIONS. 


No. 56.—AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE MONTPELIER AND 
CONNECTICUT RIVER RAILROAD COMPANY. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, as follows : . 


Src. 1. Such persons as shall hereafter become stockholders, 
are constituted a body corporate, by the name of the Montpelier 
and Connecticut River Railroad Company, for the purpose and 
with the right of building a railroad, with a single or double - 
track, from some point in Montpelier, through Plainfield, to some 
point on Connecticut river, near Wells river, to connect with 
the Connecticut and Passumpsic Rivers Railroad; to transport 
and carry persons and property on the same, by the power of 
steam or otherwise; and by that name may sue and be sued, 
may have a seal, and skall have all the rights incident to corpo- 
rations. 

Sec. 2. If the said corporation shall not, within three years 
from the passage of this act, commence the construction of said 
road, and shall not within five years complete and put in opera- 
tion said road, then said company shall be dissolved, and this 
act become void. . 

Sec. 3. The capital stock of said company shall be five 
hundred thousand dollars, which may be increased to an amount 
sufficient to complete said road, and furnish all necessary appa- 
ratus for conveyance, which shall be divided into shares of one 
hundred dollars ach, and shall be deemed personal property, 
and be transferable in such manner as said corporation shall, by 
their by-laws, direct. 

Sec. 4. R. R. Keith, J. A. Wing, Isaac N. Hall; Joseph 
Potts, Daniel Baldwin, O. H. Smith, Cyrus J. S. Scott and ` 
Jacob Kent, Jr. shall be commissioners, who shall, within two 
years, open books for receiving subscriptions to the capital 
-stock of said company, at some convenient place in Montpelier 
and Newbury, and such other places as said commissioners shall 
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direct; and thirty days notice shall be given by said commis- 
sioners of the time.and place of opening said books, by publish- 


ing the same insome public newspaper pene in the county of 


Was! iington; and as soon as one thousand shares of said stock 
shall be subseribed, they shall give notice in like manner for a 
meeting of the stockholders, at such time and place as they 
shall order, for the election of nine directors; and such election 
shall then and there be made by such of the stockholders as. 
shall be present, either in person or by proxy, each stockholder 
béing entitled to as many -votes as he holds shares; and said 
commissioners shall.be inspectors of said election, and shall cer- 
tify the names of those duly elected, and shall deliver over to. 
said directors the subscription books ‘and other papers ; and said 
directors shall then proceed to elect from their number a presi- 
dent and vice-president, and so at all subsequent meetings of 
directors ; and the time and place of holding the first meeting 
of the directors shall be fixed by the commissioners; and anew 
election shail be made annually, at such time and place as the 
directors shall appoint, giving twenty days notice of the same 
by publication in a newspaper printed at Montpelier, in said. 
county, and such other papers as they may deem proper; and 
said directors may cause such examinations and surveys of said 
road, or any part thereof, to be made, as they shall deem neces- 
sary ; and-when said road or any part thereof shall be surveyed, 
the directors shail certify the same, under their hands and seals, 
and cause certificates to be recorded in the town clerk’s office 


of each town through which said road is laid,.of that portion of . 


said road lying in said town; and in case any portion of said 
road should run through an unorganized town or gore, the 
` same shall be recorded in the county clerk’s office, where, by 
law, deeds of said lands are required to be recorded; which! 
road, so surveyed and certified, shall be deemed the line on. 
which said road is to be constructed, as hereinafter mentioned ; 
and said corporation may make such alterations from time to 
time in the course of said road as they shall deem expedient, 
causing a certificate of the same to be recorded in the office of 
the town clerk of the town, uf organized, if not, in the office of 
the county clerk, where such alteration is made ; and. the ex- 
pense of such survey, and all incidental expenses relating there- 
to, shall be paid by such ee 

Szo. 5. The vicc- president shall preside at all meetings of 
the directors in case of the absence or resignation of the presi- 
dent, and may exercise such powers and functions as the cor- 
poration shall by their by-laws provide. 
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Sec. 6.| If it should so happen, at any time, that en‘election 
of directors should not be made on the day prescribed by this act, 
said corporation shall not for that cause be dissolved, but the 
election may be heid at any other time provided for by the by- 
laws of said corporation. 

sec. 7. ‘The directors, or such portion of them as their by- 
laws may direct, shall form a board competent to transact all the 
business of said cerporation; and have power to make and. 
prescribe by-laws and regulations for the proper management 
and disposition of the stock, property and effects of said cor po- 
ration, and shall have power to appoint a clerk and treasurer, 
who shall give bonds to said corporation, with surety, to the 
satisfaction of the directors, in a sum not less than twenty thou- 
sand dollars, for the faithful discharge of his trust; and to estab- 
lish such salaries for the ofiicers of said corporation as they 
deem proper; and said corporation may, by their agents, survey- 
ors and engineers, enter upon said route, designated as aforesaid, 
and may enter upon and take possession of all such lan ids and 
real estate as may be necessary for the construction and main- 
tenance of said railroad, and the requisite accommodations ap- 
pertaining thereto, and may enter upon any lands in the vicini- 
ty of said road, for the purpose of procuring earth, sand, gravel 
or stone, for the construction and repairs of said road, and may 
receive, hold and take all voluntary grants and donations of real 
estate that shall be made to said corporation for the benefit of 
said company ; and all lands thus entered upon and used by 
said corporation, wnich are not gilts or donations, shall be pur- 
chased by said corporation of the owner or owners of the same ; 
and in case the parties shall disagree upon the price of such 
lands, the judges of the county court, in which such lands 
hie, shall appoint three disinterested commissioners, who shall 
determine the damages which the owner or owners of said 
lands, so entered upon, may have sustained, or shall be likely to 
sustain, by the occupation of the same, and upon the payment 
of such damages, with the expenses attending the appraise- 
ment, (the said commissioners being allowed each two dollars 
per day while thus employed,) or upon said corporation depos- 
iting in any bank in the county where such land lies, to the 
credit of the person or persons to whom an award may have 
been made, the amount of said damages, with the expense 

feresaid, the proper officers of said bank giving notice to such 
person or persons by letter, of such deposit, then said corpora- 
tion shall be deemed to be seized and possessed of such lands 
so appraised by said commissioners; and said commissioners 
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shall give at least ten days notice of the time and place of said 
appraisement, to the owner or occupant of said lands to be ap- 
praised, if known, and if not known, by advertising the same 
three weeks successively in some newspaper printed in the 
county where such lands lie, the last of which publications to 
be at least six days before said appraisement, which shall be 
deemed sufficient notice to the owners thereof; and after the 
appraisal, they shall, as foon as may be, deliver to said corpora- 
tion a written statement of the awards by them made, with a. 
description of the lands appraised, which shall, within thirty 
days, be recorded in the office of the town clerk m the town 
in which the lands he, if such town is organized, and if not 
organized, in the county clerk’s office in the county where the 
lands lie ; and in case any owner or owners of lands taken by 
said company be married women, infants, idiots or insane, or 
unknown, or shall reside without this State, the corporation 
shall cause the damages to be ascertained in the manner above 
prescribed, and shall pay the amount of the last mentioned 
damages to the owners respectively, whenever the same shall 
be lawfully demanded, with the interest, at the rate of six per 
cent. per annum, which amount and interest shall be a specific 
lien on the real estate of said corporation, and shall have a pref- 
erence to any other demands against said corporation. 

Sec. 8. Should such corporation or the owners of such lands 
feel themselves aggrieved by the decision of said commission- 
ers, as aforesaid, either party may, within ninety daysfrom the 
making of said decision, and giving notice thereof, or from the 
removal of the disabilities in the preceding section mentioned, 


or from the return of such non-resident, appeal to the county 


court in the county in which such lands or other property lie ; 
and the decision of said court shall be final, and said court shall 
tax costs for or against either party, as they-shall judge equita- 
ble. 

Sec. 9. Said company may build and use a single or double 
track upon said road, as they shall determine, and if they should 
lay a single track, they may at any time thereafter lay a double 
track on said road. 

Sec. 10. Toll is granted, for the benefit of said corporation, 
upon all passengers and property which may be carried or trans- 
ported upon said road, at such rate per mile as may be estab- 
lished from time to time by the directors: Provided, the su- 
pre me court, at any stated session thereof, held at Montpelier in 
Washington county, on the application of ten freeholders in any 
town through which said road passes, may alter and establish 


1849. | CORPORATIONS. ` 59 
| . 


the rates of toll upon said road, for a term of time not to ex- 
ceed six years at any one time, and in such manner that the 
corporation shall not receive less than ten per cent per annum 
on the amount of capital stack, after deducting all the expenses 
of the corporation, after the corporation shall commence taking 
toll on said road. 

Sec. 11. The directors of said corporation may erect toll- 
houses, establish gates, appoint toll-gatherers and demand toll 
upon said road when completed, or upon such parts thereof as 
shall from time to time be completed, and shall keep just and 
true books and accounts of all expenditures made in building 
and keeping in repair said railroad, and also of all the income 
arising from said road; which books shall at all times be open 
to the inspection of any committee of the legislature, or of the 
supreme court; and any such committee may examine the offi- 
cers of said corporation under oath, touching the receipts and 
expenditures of said corporation. 

Sec. 12. Said corporation shall keep constantly exposed at 
all places where they have toll houses or gates, and at all pub- 
lic places where they receive passengers or freight, a sign or hand 
bill, with the rates of toll legibly written or printed thereon. 

Sec. 13. If any person shall maliciously, wilfully, or wan- 
tonly obstruct the passage of any carriage on said read, or in 
any way injure or destroy said road, or any part thereof, or any 
thing belonging thereto, or any material or implement employ- 
ed in the construction thereof, or any ' person aiding, assisting, 
or abetting in such trespass, shall forfeit and pay to “said cor po- 
ration, for € every such offence, such damages as shall be assessed 
before any court proper to try the same; and such offender or 
offenders shall be hable to indictment by the grand jury of the 
county within which such trespass shall have been cvmmitted, 
for any offence contrary to the above provisions, and on convic- 
tion thereof, before such county court, shall pay a fine not ex- 
ceeding one hundred dollars, nor less than twenty dollars, to the 
use of the state. 

Sec. -14. If the said railroad shall cross any private way, 
said corporation shall so construct the same-as not to obstruct 
the safe and conven:ent use of such private way, and if it shall 
not be so constructed, the party aggrieved may have an action 
on the case, in any court proper to try the same, and recover 
reasonable damages for such injury ; and if said railroad shall 
cross any highway, the same shall be so constructed as not to 
hinder, impede, or obstruct the safe and convenient use of said 
highway ; and said corporation may raise or luwer any such 
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highway or private way, so that said railroad, if necessary, may 
pass over or under the same; and if said corporation shall raise 
or lower any such men wey or private way in such manner as 
to be unsatisfactor 7 to the proprietors of such private way, or 
to the selectmen of the town in which such highway is situa- 
ted, said proprietors or selectmen may require, in writing, of 
said corporation, such alteration or amendment as they shall 
_Geem necessary; and if the required alteration or amendment 
be reasonable and proper, and said corporation shall unnécessa- 
rily neglect to make the same, such proprietors or selectmen 
may make the same, and may prosecute to final judgment and 
execution, many court proper to try the same, an action of the 
case against said corporation, and shall therein recover a reason- 
able indemnity, in damages, for all expenses occasioned by ma- 
king said alterations, with costs of suit; and if said railroad 
shall intersect or cross any stream of water or water-course, 
said corporation may consiruct the same across said stream of 
water or water-course: Provided, they restore the same to its 
former state, or in a sufficient manner so as not to impair its 
usefulness ; and said corporation shall constantly maintain in 
good repair ail bridges, with their abutments and embankments, 
which they may construct for the purpose of conducting said 
read over any private way or highway, or for conducting such 
private way or highway over said railroad ; and in default there- 
‘of, shall be hable to an action on the case, to pay all damages 
to any party aggrieved; and said corporation shall build and 
maintain a sufficient fence upon each side of their railroad, 
through the whole route: Provided, That nothing in this act 
shall be so construed as to prevent the crossing of said railroad, 
with teams, or otherwise, in a manner not ealeulated to injure 
the same. | 

‘Sec. 15. The legislature may, at any time after the expira- 
tion of fiity years from the opening for use of the road, and not 
before, purchase of the corporation the railroad and all the 
property, rights, and privileges thereof, by paying therefor the 
amount expended in making the same; and if, at the time of 
purchase, the corporation shall not have received an income 
equal to ten per cent. per annum on the original cost, over and 
above the charges and expenses relating thereto, the legislature 
shall pay the corporation such additional sum as, together with 
the tolls and p rodis of every kind received from the road, will 
be equal to on per cent. per annum on the est of the road, 
from the date of payment thereof, by the stockholders of the 
' corporation, to the time of purchase. | 
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Suc. 16.- The directors may require payment of the sums 
subscribed to the capital stock, at sı ach times, and in such pro- 

portions, and on such conditions, as they shall deem best, under 
the penalty of forfeiture of all previous payments thereon, and 
shall give notice of the payments. required, and the time and 
place where the same are to be paid, at least thirty days previ- 
ous thereto, in a newspaper printed in the county ol Washing- 
ten; and the corporation may have an action on the case before 
any court proper to try the same, to reccver any assessment on 
the capital stock, or any balance due on the same. 

Sec. 17. The commissioners may, at the time of subserip- 
tion of any person for the capital stock of said corporation, re- 
quire payment, by the person subscribing, of such sum towards 
each share as they may deem best, not to exceed five per cent. 
of the capital stock ; and if more or a greater amount of capi- 
tal stock shall be subscribed than the sum of five hundred thou- 
sand dollars, the commissioners shall distribute the stock as they 
shall deem equitable and just. 

Sec. 18. The office of clerk of said corporation shall be 
kept in this State, in one of the towns through which said read 
may pass. 

Sec. 19. The share or shares of any stockholder shall be 
liable to attachment, and to be taken on execution, in the same 
manner as the stock in other corporations in this State are taken 
and sold. 

Sec. 20. This act shail be taken and deemed to be a public 
act, and shall be construed favorably and beneficially for all 
purposes for which the samc is enacted. 

Sec. 21. Said corporation shall cause seasonable and proper 
notice of the approach of any locomotive engine upon the road, 
to the place where said railroad crosses any highway or private 
way, upon the same level with said road, and shall cause suita- 
ble signs to be placed across said highway or private way, where 
the same is crossed by said railroad cn a level therewith ; and 
said corporation shall be liable for all damages sustained by any 
person, by reason of the neglect of the provisions of this sec- 
tion, to be recovered in an action on the case by the person sus- 
taining such damage. 

Sec. 22. The said comn rissioners, provided for by this act, 
may cause such preliminary explorations and surveys to be made, 
as they may deem expedient, and the expenses thereof shall be 
paid by said corporation, when organized. 
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Sec. 23. This act shall be subject to any general law re- 
specting railroad corporations, that has been or may hereafter 
be passed. - 

Sac. 24. The said corporation may contract with any other 
railroad company, which has been, or may hereafter be char- 
tered by the legislature of this State, or New Hampshire, whose 
road may enter or be connected with the road of this corpora- 
tion, to do and perform all the transportation of persons and 
property upon and over said road, or roads, ‘upon such terms 
and conditions as may be mutually agreed upon by the parties ; 
and said corporation may also lease or sell their road to any 
such railroad company, whose road shall enter upon and be con- 
nected with the road of this corporation, upon such conditions 
as shall be mutually agreed upon by the respective parties : 
Provided, 'That the company, to which the road of this corpo- 
ration shall be sold or leased, shall be subject to the provisions 
of this act, so far as the public rights respecting said road are 
concerned... 

Sec. 25. Said corporation shall be required to transport up- 
on their said road the United States mail, by their regular trips ; 
and in case of any disgreement between said corporation and 
the General Gover nment, touching the compensation for the same, 
_the supreme court of this State ‘shall, on application of either 
party, define and establish the rates of compensation, which 
rates shall be binding upon the parties until altered by said 
court, upon similar application. 


Approved, November 13th, 1849. 


No. 57.—AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE ASCUTNEY RAILROAD 
COMPANY. 


Tt is hadi enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Vermont, as follows: 


Sec. 1. Nathaniel Fullerton, Thomas T. Barrett, Abner 
Field, Roswell Lockwood, Joseph Kidder, J. Field Chilson, 
Jason Grout, Charles Barrett, Charles Sherwin, Joseph F. Nich- 
ols, N. B. Roundy, Hyren Henry, J. R. Williams, John Dun- 
bar, Roswell Do vner, C. M. Chamberlin, James Weston, Otis 
Robbins, S. F. Dutton, George F. Davis and Wiliam Smith, 
their associates and successors, are constituted a corporation by 
the name of the Ascutney Railroad Company, for the purpose 
and with the right of building a railroad, with a single or 
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double track, from some point on the westerly shore of Connec- 
ticut river, in Windsor county, on the dividing line between 
the States of Vermont and New Hampshire, with the privilege 
of connecting with any railroad which may be built in New 
Hampshire, thence to some point most convenient for connect- _ 
ing with the Rutland and Burlington railroad in the town of | 
Chester or Cavendish; to carry persons or ‘property, on the said 
road, by the power of steam or otherwise ; and by that name 
may sue and be sued, have a-common seal, and have all the 
rights incident to corporations. 

Sec. 2. If the company shall not, within three years, com- 
mence the construction of said road, and shall not, within five 
years, complete and put in operation said road, then this cor- 
poration shall cease, and this act be void. 

Sec. 3. The capital stock of the company shall be three 
hundred thousand dollars, which may be increased by the com- 
pany to an amount sufficient to complete the road, and furnish 
carriages and necessary apparatus for the convenient and profit- 
able use of the road; which capital stock shall be divided into 
shares of one hundred dollars each, and shall be deemed per- 
sonal property, and be transferable in such maningr~as the com-. 
pany shall by tħeir by-laws direct. 

Sec. 4.. Nathaniel Fullerton, Thomas T. Barrett, Abner 


Field, C. M. Chamberlin, Joseph Kidder, Charles Barrett, J. 


Field Chilson, Charles Sherwin, Jason Grout, N. B. Roundy; 
Hyren Henry, J. R. Williams, John Dunbar, Roswell Downer, 
James Weston, Otis Robbins, S. F. Dutton, George F. Davis 
and William Smith, shall be commissioners, who shall, within 
five years, open books for receiving subscriptions to the capital 
stock of said company, at some convenient’ place or places in 
Windsor county, and in such other places as they shall deem 
proper: and twenty days notice shail be given by them, of the 
time and place of opening the said books, by publishing the 
same in at least two newspapers, printed in the county of 


Windsor; and when five hundred shares shall be subscribed, 


or as soon thereafter as the commissioners shall direct, they may 
give a like notice for the meeting of the stockholders, at such 


_time and place as the commissioners may appoint, to choose 
seven directors; and such election shall then be made by the. 


stockholders, who may attend for that purpose, either in person 
or by proxy, each share of the stock entitling the stockhold- 
er to one vote: and the commissioners shail be inspectors of 
the first election of directors, and shall certify the names of 
those duly elected, and deliver to such directors the books of 
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subscription, and all sums of money deposited with them on 
all shares subscribed, as aforesaid; the time and place of the 
first meeting of the directors shall be fixed by the commission- 
ers, and a new election shall be made annually,’at such time 
and -place as the directors shall appoint, giving thirty days no- 
tice thereof, in two newspapers printed in Windsor county, and 
in such otner papers as they may deem proper. The directors 
may cause such examinations and surveys of the|said road to 
be made as may be necessary to-determine upon the best route 
for aroad between the points mentioned; and the directors, or 
2 majority of them, after such examination and surveys shall 
be made, shall designate the route which they deem most ad- 
vantageous for the road, between the points aforesaid, and make 
a certificate thereof, under their hands and seals, and cause the 
certificate to be ade in the town clerk’s office in each 
town through which the read shall pass; which route, so des- 
ignated and certified, shall be the route on which the company 
shall construct and make their track; and the corporation may, 
from time to time, make such alterations in the course of the 
road as they may deem expedient, causing the certificate of 
the same to be recorded in the office of the town clerk of each 
town ia which the alteration is made: the expénses of which 
surveys, and all incidental expenses relating thereto, shall be 
paid by the corporation. 

Sec. 5. The directors shal} elect from their own number a 
president and vicé president; and the president, or in his ab- 
sence, death or inability, the vice president, shall preside at all 
the meetings of the directors and stockholders; and in case of 
‘the death or resignation of the president, or any director, the 
vacancy may be filled, for the remainder of the year, by such 
person, being a stockholder, as the directors shail choose. 

Sec. 6. If any election of directors should not be made, on 
any day, as provided in this act, the company shall not thereby 
be dissolved, bnt such an election shall be made at any other . 
time directed by the by-laws of the company; and the old di- 
rectors shali hold their offices until others are chosen in their 
stead. 

Sec. 7. Five directors shall form a board competent to 
transact all the business of the company ; and they may make 
such by-laws and regulations as may be necessary for the man- 
agement and disposition of the stock, property and effects of 
the corporation, the transfer of shares, the duties and conduct 
of their officers and servants, the election of directors, and for 
all other matters -relating to the company, and may appoint a 
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clerk. and, treasurer, and :fix their salaries, and. the. salary of the 
president, and all other „officers and .servants of. the, company. _ 
The. treasurer shall give ‘bonds to the corporation, with ,sure- 
ties, to the satisfaction of the directors, for the faithful dis- 
charge of his trust. The carporation, by their officers and ser- 
vants, may enter,upon.the route, so,designated for ‘said road, 
to.lay out the road through, the whole of .the route, and enter 
upon, take possession of and use all such land and reales- 
tate as may be necessary for the construction and maintenance 
of their railroad, and for the requisite accommodation of the 
same, and may | take and hold all such grants. and donations of 
real estate as may -be made to the company „for their use and 
| benefit; and all lands thus. entered upon, which, are not, gifts, 
“of fe same ; cand if the parties disagree upon the. price of said 
lands, and before making any portion of the road upon said 
lands, the judges of the county.court for the county of -Wind- 
‘Sor, shall, upon the petition of the corporation, appoint three 
disinterested commissioners, who Shall. determine the damages 
may have sustained, or shall be likély. to sustain, by. the. occupa- 
tion of the same ; and upon payment of .such damages, with 
the .expeuses at ttending the same, the commissioners he- 
-ing allowed three dollars per day, each, while. thus employed, 
or wpon.said .corporation depositing in any bank in Windsor 
county, to the credit of the person or persons to whom an a- 
ward may have been made, the amount of such. damages, and 
paying the expenses of. aid appraisal, the proper officers of 
„said bank. giving -notice to such person or persons of such de- 
posit, by letter, then the corporation shall be deemed to be-seiz- 
-ed of such lands. ‘The commissioners. shall give three days-no- 
tice: to.the.occupants.or owners of the lands to be appraised, of 
the time.and place when and where they will attend to such 
appraisal ; _and.when such appraisal is made, they shall deliver 
to said corporation a written statement of the same, with a de- 
scription. of the land so-by.them appraised, which the corpora- 
tion shall, within.sixty ‚days thereafter, cause to be recorded in 
the town clerk’s ‘Office in the town in which such lands lie; 
and in.case the awner.of lands taken by the. company shall be 
a married woman, ; an infant, idiot or insane, or. shall not ot reide 
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same to the owners last above mentioned, when the same. ; shall 
be lawfully demanded, with the interest thereon at the rate of 
5 
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-six per centum per annum, which said damages and the interest 
thereon shall be a specific lien upon the real estate of ‘said com- 
‘pany azd be preferred before any other demand against said 
company. 

Sec. 8. The corporation or the owner of such lands or mate- 
tials feeling aggrieved ‘by the decision of “the commissioners, 
either party may, within ninety days from the making of such 
‘decision, appeal to the county court in the county of Windsor, 
by lodging with the county clerk a written appeal from such 
' decision, and serving a copy of such appeal upon the adverse 
_ party ;:and the decision of the judges of the county court, upon 
such appeal and appraisal, shall be final, and said court may tax 
-costs to either party, as may be just. 

Sec. 9. The company may regulate the time and manner in 
which passengers and property shall be transported on their rail- 
road, and may erect and maintain toll-houses and other build- 
ings for their accommodation and the convenient use of the 
road, as they may deem suitable; and may collect and receive 
toll and charges for the transportation of persons and property 
on said road, at such rate per mile as may from time to time 
be fixed by the corporation: Provided, that the supreme 
court, at any stated session thereof held in the county of Wind- 
sor, on application of ten freeholders in any town through which 
said road shall pass, may alter or establish the rate of toll upon 
said road, for a term of time not exceeding ten years at any 
one time, and in such manner that the corporation shall re- 
-ceive not less than ten per centum per annum on the amount of 
capital stock, after deducting all the expenses of the corpora- 
tion, after said corporation shall commence taking toll on said 
road. 

Sec. 10. The corporation shall keep just and true books 
and accounts of all expenses incurred in surveying, building 
and keeping in repair the said railroad, and also all the income 
arising from the same; which books and accounts shall at all 
times be open to the inspection of any committee of the legis- 
lature, or of the supreme court; and any such committee. may 
examine the officers of the corporation under oath, as ¢6 their 
ae and expenses. -~ 

. Sec: 11. The corporation shail keep contani exposed to 
view at all places where they have toll houses or gates, and at 
all public places where they receive passengers and freight, a 
‘sign or handbill, with the rates of toll legibly written or pee 
thereon. 


1849. ] ‘CORPORATIONS. . ‘67 


Sec. 12. If any person shall wilfully obstruct the passage 
on the said road, or in any way injure or destroy the same, or 
any part thereof, or any building, engine, machine work; or any 
thing belonging to said road, or any material or implement us- 
ed in the construction thereof, or shall assist, aid or abet in 
such act or acts, he shall forfeit and pay to the corporation 
treble the amount of damages sustained by reason of such of- 
fence, to be recovered in the name of the company, with costs, 
by an action of debt, and shall be liable to’ indictment by the 
grand jury of the county of Windsor for such offence, and on 
conviction thereof, before said county court, shall be punished 
as for a misdemeanor, or pay a fine not exceeding one hundred 
dollars, and not less than thirty dollars, in the discretion of the 
court, to the use of the state. 

Sec. 13. If the railroad shall cross any private way, the 
corporation shall so construct their road as not to obstruct the 
safe and convenient use of said private way ; and if the said road 
shall not be so constructed, the party aggrieved may have an action 
on the case, in any court proper to try the same, and recover 
reasonable damages for such injury ; and if the said railroad shall 
-cross any highway, the same shall be so constructed as not to 
impede or obstruct the safe and convenient use of such high- 
way ; and the corporation may raise or lower such highway 
or private way, so that the railroad may, if necessary, pass 
over or under the same; and if the corporation shall raise 
or lower any such highway or private way in such manner as 
shall not be satisfactory. to the selectmen of the town in which 
the same is situated, such selectmen may require, in writing, 
of the corporation, such alteration or amendment as they may 
think necessary ; and if the required alteration or amendment be 
reasonable and proper, and the corporation shall unnecessa- 
rily neglect to make the same, such selectmen may: have an 
action on the case against said corporation, in any court proper 
to try the same; and shall therein recover all damages which 
may be sustained, or shall be likely to be sustained, by reason 
of such neglect, with costs of suit; and if the said railroad 
shall intersect or cross any stream of water or water-course, 
the corporation may construct the same across such stream 
or water-eourse: Provided, they restore the same, as near as. 
practicable, to its former state and usefulness ; and the corpora- 
tion shall build and maintain a sufficient fence on each side of 
their railroad, through its whole route, where a fence is neces- 
sary, for the owners or occupants of the adjacent lands: Pro- 
vided, 'That nothing in this act shall be so construed as to pre- 
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vent the crossing of said railroad, with teams, or er in 
a manner not calculated to injure the same. 

Sec. 14. The legislature may, at any time after the expira- 
tion of fifty years from the opening of the road for use, and nat 
before, purchase of the corporation the railroad and all the 
property, rights, and privileges thereof, by paying therefor the 
amount expended in making the same, the expense of repair, 
and all other expenses relating thereto; and if, at the time of 
purchase, the corporation shall not have received an income 
equal to ten per centum per annum on the original costs, over and 
above the charges and expenses relating thereto, the legislature 
shall pay the corporation such additional sum as, together with 
the tolls and profits of every kind received from the road, -will 
be equal to ten per centum per annum on the cost of the road, 
from the date of the payment thereof by the stockholders. of: the 
corporation, to the time.of such purchase, 

Sec. 15. The directors of the company may require payment 
of the sums subscribed to the capital stock, im such proportions 
and at such times as they shall deem best, not exceeding ten 
dollars at one time, and one hundred dollars upon any one 
share, under the penalty of the forfeiture of all previous pay- 
ments thereon; and when the directors shall require the pay- 
ment of any portion of the capital stock of said company, they 
shall give at least thirty days notice of the time and place of 
sich payment, by publishing the same in at least two newspa- 
pers in the county of Windsor, and such other places as they 
may deem proper. 

Sec. 16. The office of the clerk of said corporation shall be 
kept in this State. 

Sec. 17. The company may, by their engineers, agents or 
workmen, with such teams, carriages and tools as they may 
find convenient, enter upon . any lands contiguous to the road, 
or the work connected.therewith, to dig, blast, carry away and 
use such stone, gravel and earth, as may be necessary for build- 
ing or repairing the road, doing thereby as little damage as the. 
nature of the case will permit; and in case damage shall-be 
claimed by the owner of.the lands thus entered upon, and for 
the stone, gravel and earth thus .carried away, and the owner 
and the company do not.agree upon the sum to be paid therefor, 
the same shall be assessed -by .commissioners, in the manner 
before prescribed in this.act, and either the company -or. the 
owner, eae aggrieved, may appeal, as.aforesaid. 
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Sec. 18. This act shall be deemed. to be a public act, and 
shall be construed favorably and beneficially for all the pur- 
poses for which it is intended. 

Sec. 19. The ‘directors shall, annually, on or before the 
third Tuesday of October, make a report to the legislature of 
their proceedings, receipts ‘and: expenditures, and their books 
shall at all times be open to the inspection of a committee of 
the legislature, appointed for that purpose. 

Sec. 20. The Sup:eme Court shall, on application for that 
purpose, fix the price for which the United States mail shall 
be transported, to and from any different points on said road, 
which shall continue to be the price for which said company 
shall transport said mail, until the:same shall be dimini%hed or 
increased by said court, which they may do, on application for ` 
that purpose. 

Sec. 21. This corporation shall bé subject to any general 
law respecting railroad corporations, which shall hereafter be 
passed, not inconsistent with the express provisions of this act. 

Sec. 22. This act shall take effect from its passsge. 

Approved, November 13th, 1849. 


No. 58.—AN ACT IN ADDITION: TO AN ACT INCORPORATING 
THE RUTLAND AND BURLINGTON RAILROAD COMPANY. 


Tt is hereby enacted by the General Assembly g uhe State 
of Vermont, as follows : 


Sec. 1. The Rutland and Burlington Railroad Comyany 
are hereby authorized to extend their road, from its termination 
in the village of Burlington, to the village of St. Albans, in 
the county of Franklin, passing from Burlington, northwardly, 
near the head of Mallett’s Bay, and crossing the Lamoille river, 
at or near Manley’s Falls, otherwise called Gilbert’s crossirg, 
thence to the village of St. Albans, and to connect with the 
Vermont and Canada Railroad at said St. Albans village. 

Sec. 2. If the Rutland and Burlington Railroad Company 
shall not construct said road within two years, they shall take 
nothing by this act. 

Sec. 3. If the Rutland and Burlington Railroad Company 
shall construct said ‘road, then, and in ” that case, the Vermont 
and Canada Railroad Company shall be released and forever 
discharged from their obligation to connect with the Rutland 
and Burlington Railroad, at the village of Burlington. 
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Sec. 4. The Rutland and Burlington Railroad Company, 
in the construction of said road, shall have all the rights and 
privileges, and be subject to all the liabilities contained in their 
original charter, and the acts in addition thereto. 

Sec. 5. The Rutland and Burlington Railroad Company 
shall have the right to enter upon and use the Vermont and 
Canada Railroad, on the terms and conditions contained in the 
act of incorporation of the Vermont and Canada Railroad. 


- And the Vermont and Canada Railroad Company shall have 


the same right to enter upon and use the Rutland and Burling- 
ton Railroad. 

Sec. 6. If the Vermont and Canada Railroad Company 
shall not expend thirty thousand dollars upon that portion of 
their road, extending from the point, viz: the village of St. 
Albans, at which the extension of the road to be built by the 
Rutland and Burlington Railroad Company shall connect with 
the Vermont and Canda Railroad, to the west shore of Grand 
Isle county, within eighteen months from the passage of this 
act, and complete-said portion of their road within three years 
from the passage of this act, then the said Rutland and Bur- 
lington Railroad Company shall be, and hereby are, authorized 
and empowered to construct and own that portion of the afore- 
said road, from such point of connection to the western shore 
of Grand Isle county; and if the said Vermont, and Canada 
Railroad Company shall not locate, construct and complete 
that portion of their road, extending from some convenient 


point, at or near the village of Swanton, to Canada line, in the 


town of Highgate, as soon as any railroad. shall be constructed 


from any point on the Richelieu river, to the north line of 
Highgate, then, and in that case, the said Rutland and Burling- 
ton Railroad Company shall be, and hereby are, authorized and 
empowered to construct and own said road, from said point of 
divergence to Canada line. 


Approved, November 9th, 1849. 
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No. :9.—AN ACT TO EXTEND THE CHARTER OF THE SOUTH- 
ERN VERMONT RAILROAD COMPANY. . 


It és herely enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, as fellows : 


An act entitled “an act to incorporate the Southern Vermont 


Railroad Company,” approved November 13, 1848, is hereby 
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extended and continued in force one year from the time specified 
in said act, for all purposes whatsoever; so that the said cor- 
poration shall have the same rights and privileges, and the.act of 
incorporation shall have the same effect as it would have if pass- 
ed at the present session of the Legislature. 

Approved, November 13th, 1849. - 
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No. 62—AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT INCORPORATING 
THE RUTLAND AND WASHINGTON RAILROAD COMPANY. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, as follows : 

Sec.'1. The said company have power toconstruct a branch 
of their Railroad from some point on their line in the town of 
Castleton or Poultney, to terminate at the west line of the State, 
either in the town of Poultney, Wells, Pawlet, Rupert; or Sand- 
gate—and if, for the purpose of convenient construction, said. 
branch shall eross said line into the State of New York, upon 
its return said company shall have power to resume the course 
of said road, within this State, to terminate as aforesaid. . 

Sec. 2. Said company may enter upon, use and oceupy any 
lands required for the branch depots or other buildings, with 
the same rights and powers, and subject to the same duties and 
responsibilities, as providgd in said act of incorporation, and 
such general laws as are applicable to all railroads. 

. See. 3. The capital stock of said company may be increa- 
sed to an amount sufficient to complete said branch and furnish 
all carriages and necessary apparatus for the concent and 
profitable use of the same. 

Sec. 4. If said company shall not within three years com- 
mence the construction of said branch, and shall not within five 
years complete and put in op¢ration the same, then this act canal 
be void. 

_ Approved, November 12th, 1849. 


* j 
No. 61.—AN ACT TO EXTEND THE CHARTER OF THE WES- 
TERN VERMONT RAILROAD COMPANY. 


It is hereby.enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, as follows: 


Sec. 1. An act entitled “An act to incorporate the Western 


~ 
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Veimont’ Railroad’ Comipany,” apptoved' November 5, 1845, is 
hereby re-enacted: and extended, so that said corporation shalt 
havé three years from the passage of this act to commence the 
construction of said railroad, and- five’ years’ from the passage’ 
hereof, to complete the same, or. some portion’ thereof, agreea- 
bly to the second section of said act of incorporation, with such. - 
alterations, amendments and restrictions as are hereinafter spec- 
ified. . i 

Sec. 2. The said railroad shall commence at some point 
in the town of Rutland, conneeting with the Rutland and Bur- 
lington railroad, thence run through Wallingford, Manchester, 
and Arlington, to some point or points in the town of Benning- 
ton, to connect With any railroad or railroads leading to said 
town of Bennington, or to some point in tae west line of the 
county of' Bennington,. or to each’ of said points, as the said 
corporation may hereafter elect and designate. 

Sec. 3. George T. Hodges, Harvey Button, Robinson Hall, 
Aaron R. Vail, Elisha Lapham, James Curtis, Myron Clark, 
Gilman Wilson, Daniel Roberts Jr., Darwin Andrews, Harmon 
Canfield,. Martin C. Deming, Jedediah Dewey, and Benjamin F. 
Fay shall be commissioners, to perform the duties specified in 
section four of said act; and the time for opening books for re- 
ceiving subscriptions to the eapital stock of said corporation 
shall be extended to one year from the passage of this act. 

Sec. 4. Whenever one thousand shares of the capital stock 
of said corporation shall be subscribed, the commissioners may 
give notice for a meeting of the stockholders, for the organiza- 
tion of said corporation, “and the same shall be organized agree- 
ably. to section four of said act. 

Sec. 5. Sections twenty, twenty-one, twenty-two, twenty- 

_three, twenty-four, twenty-five, and twenty-six of the act afore- 
said, and all other parts thereof inconsistent with this act, are 
hereby repealed. 

Sec. 6. This act shall be subject to all general laws now 
in force, or which may be passed at this or any future session of 
the legislature, for the regulation and ponent of railroad 
corporations in this State. 

Sec 7. This act shail take effect from its passage. 


Approved, November 6th, 1849: 
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No. 62.-AN ACT TO AMEND “AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE 


VERMONT VALLEY RAILROAD COMPANY,” APPROVED NO- 
VEMBER 8, 1848. . 


'Ttis hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, as follows : 


Sec. 1. If the said corporation shall, within two years from 
the passage of this act, commence the construction of said road, 
and expend at least one hundred thousand dollars thereon, and 
shall, within three years from the’ passage of this act, complete 
the construction of said road from the southern terminus there- 
of to the village of Bellows Falls, the forfeiture of said char- 
ter, contemplated in the fifth section of said act, shall not take 
place, but the said act shall continue in force in all its parts. 

Sec. 2. As soon as fifty thousand dollars of the capital stoek 
of said corporation shall be subscribed, the said commissioners 
shall call a meeting of the stockholders, to choose seven direc- 
tors of said company, for the due organization of the same, 
giving ten days notice thereof in two or more of the newspa- 
pers published in said counties of Windham and Windsor. 

Sec. 3. Said act is so. amended that said corporation shall, 
at all times, be subject to all general laws of this State, relating 
to railroads and railroad corporations, whether passed at the 
present or any future legislature of this State. 

Sec. 4. This act shall take effect from its passage. 

Approved, October 26th, 1849. 


No. 63.—AN ACT IN RELATION TO THE BENNINGTON AND 
BRATTLEBORO’ RAILROAD COMPANY. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, as follows: 


eee 


Sec. 1. L. R. Graves, Pierpoint Isham, C. W. Fenton, B. 
F. Fay, P. L. Robinson and A. Doty, shall be the board of 
commissioners, to perform the duties mentioned in section two 
of “an act to revive an act entitled ‘an act to incorporate the 
Bennington and Brattleboro’ Railroad Company,” approved 
November 6, 1845. 

Sec. 2. The commissioners named in the preceding section, 
or a majority of them, may call a meeting of the stockholders 
for the purpose of choosing directors of said company, as pro- 
vided in section four of the act incorporating said company, 
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passed November 10th, A. D. 1835, whenever they shall have 
obtained subscriptions to the capital stock to the amount of 
fifty thousand dollars. 

Sec. 3. Section five of the ‘tact to revive the act entitled 
an act to incorporate the Bennington and Brattleboro’ Railroad 
. Company,” passed November 6, 1845, is hereby repealed. 

Sec. 4. ‘This corporation shall be subject to any ‘general 
railroad law, that may pass at this or any future session of the 
Legislature of this State. 

Approved, November 9th, 1849. 


No. 64.—AN ACT TO AMEND THE “ACT TO INCORPORATE 
PANY” LEBORO’ AND F ITCHBURGH RAILROAD COM- 
ANY.” 


ft ts hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Vermont, as follows: 


Sec. 1. The said Brattleboro’ and Fitchburgh Railroad 
Company are hereby authorized to unite with the Vermont and 
Massachusetts Railroad Company, leading from the south line 
of this State, to Fitchburgh, in the State of Massachusetts: 
and when the said companies shall have united, the stceckhold- 
ers of one company shall become the stockholders in the other, 
and the two.companies shall constitute one corporation, under 
the name of the Vermont and Massachusetts Railroad Com- 
pany, atid all the franchises, property, powers and privileges, 
granted or acquired under the authority of the said States, re- 
spectively, shall be held and enjoyed by all the said stockhold- 
ers, in proportion to the amount of property held by them, re- 
spectively, in either or both of said corporations; or, if it shall 
be deemed a more convenient mode of union, the said Vermont 
and Massachusetts Railroad Gompany may purchase and hold 
the shares of capital stock in said Brattleboro’ and Fitchburgh 
Railroad. 

Sec. 2. One or more of the directors, or other officers of 
said Vermont and Massachusetts Railroad Company, as is pro- 
vided in the preceding ,section, shall, at all times, be an inhab- 
itant of this State, on whom process against said company may 
be legally. served: and said company shall be held to answer, 
in the jurisdiction where the service is made, ard the process 
is returnable. 
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Sec. 3. The said company shall keep separate accounts of 
their expenditures in Massachusetts and Vermont, and one com- 
missioner shall be appointed by the Governor of each State, in 
which said ‘road extends, to hold their office for the term of 
four years, and to be reasonably compensated by said company, 
who shall decide what portion of all expenditures of said com- 
pany, and of its receipts and profits, properly pertain to that 
part of the road within, and that part without, this State; and 
the annual report, required to be made to the Legislature, shall 
be approved by the said commissioners, and shall show the ex- 
penditures, receipts and profits, belonging to the respective parts 
of said road, in each of the States aforesaid. 

Sec. 4. The said company, and the stockholders therein, so 
far as their road shall be situated in Vermont, shall be subject 
to all the duties and liabilities of the Brattleboro’ and Fitch- 
burgh Railroad Company, and the general laws of this State, 
to the same extent as the said Brattleboro’ and Fitchburgh 
Railroad Company, and the stockholders therein, would have 
been, had the whole line of said railroad been located within 
the limits of this State. 

Sec. 5. The provisions of this act shall not take effect un- 
til they shall have been accepted by the stockholders of said 
corporations, respectively, at legal meetings held for that pur- 
pose. 

Szc. 6. Said Vermont and Massachusetts Railroad Company, 
united as aforesaid, may lease or sell that part of their said 
road lying within this State, to the Connecticut River Railroad 
Company, or any other railroad company, or may make any 
other contract or arrangement with any other company, for the 
running of that part of said road lying within this State. 

Sec. 7. This corporation shall be subject to any general 
railroad law, that may pass at this or any future session of the 
General Assembly of this State. 

_ Approved, October 26th, 1849. 


No. 65.—AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE MONTPELIER AND 
LAMOILLE PLANK ROAD- COMPANY, 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
af Vermont, as follows: 


Sec. 1. Such persons as shall hereafter become stockhold- 
ers in said company, are hereby constituted a body corporate, 


a 
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by the name of the Montpelier and Lamoille Plank Road Com- 
pany, for the purpose and with the right of building and main- 
taining a plank road, with a single or double track, from some 
point in Montpelier village, to some point in the valley of La- 
moille convenient to connect with the roads in said valley, in 
the town of Morristown, Wolcott, or Hardwick, and shall have 
all the rights incident to public corporations. 

Sec. 2. If said corporation shall not within two years com- 
. mence the construction of said road and expend at least three . 
thousand dollars thereon, the said corporation shall cease and 
this act become void. 

Sec. 3. The capital stock of the company shall be thirty 
thousand dollars, which may be increased'to an amount suffi- 
cient to complete said road, and build toll gates and build- 
ings necessary for the business of the corporation, which stock 
shall be divided into shares of fifty dollars each, and shall be 
deemed personal property, and be transferable in such manner 
as said corporation shall by their by-laws direct. 

Sec. 4. James R. Langdon, Oramel H. Smith, and William 
Howes of Montpelier, Milton Brown of Worcester, and George 
W. Bailey of Elmore, are hereby appointed commissioners, 
who, or a majority of whom, shall, within twelve months, open 
books for receiving subscriptions to the capital stock of said 
company, at some convenient place in Montpelier, and at such. 
other places as they shall judge necessary ; and give thirty days 
notice of the time and place of opening said books, by publish- 
ing the same in all the newspapers published at Montpeliet ; 
and as soon as ten thousand dollars shall be subscribed, they 
shall in the same manner give notice fora meeting of the 
stockholders, at such time and place as said board of commis- 
sioners shall direct, for the election of five directors ; and such 
election shall then and there be made by such of the stock- 
holders as shall have paid to the commissioners the sum of 
three dollars on each of their shares and shall be present either 
in person or by proxy; and each share shall be entitled to one 
vote. | 

Sec. 5. The said commissioners shall be inspectors of said 
election and shall certify the names of those duly. elected, and 
shall deliver to the directors so elected the subscription books and 
money paid in, and all other papers, and the said directors shall 
then proceed to elect from their number a president, treasurer 
and clerk ; and the directors, and the officers so elected, shall. 
hold their offices for one year, and until others are elected. in 
their stead. The time and place for holding the annual meet- 
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ing for this purpose shall be appointed by the directors, and 
twenty days notice shall be given by publishing the same as 
herein before provided. 

Sec. 6. The directors may cause such examinations and 
survey of a line for said road to be made as they shall 
deem necessary, and when said litie shall be finally surveyed, 
and the road laid out thereon, the directors shall certify the same 
under their hands and seals, ‘and a copy of such certificate shall 
be recorded in the town clerk’s cffice of the town through 
which said read shall pass; which lihe, so established, shall be 
deemed to be the line upon which said road shall be construct- 
ed. 

Sec. 7. Three directors shall constitute a quorum compe- 
tent to transact all the business of the corporation, and have 
power to prescribe by-laws and regulations.for the proper man- 
agement and disposition of the stock, property and effects of the 
corporation, the transfer of-shares, the duties and salaries of 
their officers, the election of directors, and all other matters and 
things appertaining to the corporation. 

Sec. 8. The said corporation may enter upon the line de- 
signated for the road as herein provided, and enter upon and 

take possession of all such lands and real estate as may he nec- 
essary for the construction and maintenance of their road, and 
the requisite accommodations thereof, and may receive and hold 
all voluntary grants of real estate which: may be made to them ; 
and may make any contract for the purchase or use of any high- 
way now occupied by any town through which said road may 
pass; and may take any highway in the same manner as other 
lands are taken by virtue of section nine of this act. 

Sec. 9., All lands entered upon and used by the corporation, 
_ which are not voluutarily granted .to them, shall be purchased 

by said corporation of the owner or owners thereof, and in case 
the parties-disagree as to the price for such lands, or if the own- 
er of the lands so taken’ shall not.be known, or the title thereto 
be in doubt, the county court for the county of Washington, on 
application made to them by either party, shall’ appoint three 
disinterested commissioners, who shall determine the damages 
which the owner or owners of the land so entered upon may 
have sustained, or may be likely to sustain, by the occupation 
of the same ; and upon the payment of the same, or the. depos- 
it of- ‘money. to pay the same-in.such manner as said .court 
shall direct, with the. necessary expenses attending such ap- 
praisal, then the corporation, shall be deemed to he siezed of sich 
Jands. so,appraisad. 
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Sec. 10. The corporation may erect such toll gates and toll 
houses on said road as they may deem expedient, and the same 
remove at pleasure, and may regulate the tolls and charges to 
be collected of persons travelling upon said road, and the de- 
cision of the directors shall be final, unless otherwise directed, 
' at an annual meeting of the corporation: Provided, That if it 
shall be made to appear to the county court of said county of 
Washington, that the corporation receives more than ten per 
cent. per annum, upon the actual cost of the road, and over and 
above all charges and expenses of the company, and the ex- 
pense of replanking and other repairs, when necessary, then 
the said court may, upon application of any ten freeholders, in 
any town upon said road, alter and fix the rates of toll upon 
‘said road, so that said corporation shall not receive less than ten 
per cent. per annum upon the actual cost of said road and upon 
all charges and expenses, including replanking and repairs, as 
before mentioned i in this section. 

Sec. 11. The directors may require payment of the sums 
subscribed to the capital stock, at such times and in such pro- 
portions, and upon such conditions, as they may deem proper ; 
and shall give notice to subscribers to said stock at least twen- 
ty days before the day of payment, by publishing the same as 
is herein before mentioned. 

Sze. 12. The office of clerk and treasurer of the company 
shall be kept in the county of Washington or Lamoille. 

Sec. 13. This act shall be deemed to be a public act, and 
shall be construed favorably for carrying into effect the object 
for which it is granted. 

- Sec. 14. This act shall be subject to alteration or amend- 
ment by any future legislature, as the public good may require. 

Approved, November 13th, 1849. 


No. 66—AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE LAMOILLE COUNTY 
_. PLANK ROAD COMPANY. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, as follows: 


Sec. 1. Such persons as shall hereafter become stockhold- 
ers in said company, are hereby constituted a body corporate, 
by the name of the Lamoille County Plank Road Company, 
for the purpose, and with the right of building a Plank-Road, 
with a single or double track, from Waterbury street, in the 
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county of Washington, through-the towns of Stowe and Mor- 
-tistown, to Hydepark, for persons and teams to pass and repass, 
and shall have all the rights incident to public corporations. 

Sec. 2. If said corporation shall not within two years 
commence the construction of said road, and expend at least 
three thousand dollars thereon, then said corporation shall cease, 
and this act become void. 

Sec.'3. The capital stock of the company shall be thirty 
thousand dollars, which may be increased to an amount suff- 
cient to complete said road, and build toll-gates, and buildings 
-therewith, which stock shall be divided into shares of fifty 
dollars each, and shall be deemed personal property, and’ be 
transferable in such manner as said corporation shall by their 
by-laws direct. 

Sec. 4. William W. Wells and Leander Hutchins of Wa- 
terbury, William H. H. Bingham, of Stowe, C. S. Noyes, of 
Hydepark, and Vernon W. Waterman, of Morristown, are ap- 
pointed commissioners, who shall, within twelve months, open 
books for receiving subscriptions to the capital stock of said 
company, at some convenient place, or places, in Waterbury, 
Stowe, and Hydepark ; and thirty days notice shall be given 
by said commissioners, of the time and place of opening said 
books, by publishing the same in some newspaper published 
in the county of Washington; and as soon as ten thousand 
dollars shall be subscribed, said commissioners shall in like man- 
ner give notice for a meeting of the stockholders, at such time 
and place as they shall direct, for the election of five directors, 
and such election shall then and there be made by such of the 
stockholders as shall have paid to the commissioners the sum 
of three'dollars.on each of their shares, and shall be present 
either in person or by proxy, and each ‘share-shall be entitled 
to one vote. 

Sec. 5. The said commissioners shall be inspectors of said 
election, and shall certify the names of those duly chosen, and 
shall deliver to the directors so elected the subscription_book 
and money paid in, and other papers, and the said directors shall 
then proceed to elect from their number a President; and the 
directors, and the officers so elected, shall hold their offices for 
one year, and until others are elected in their stead. The'time 
and place for holding the annual meeting for this purpose shall 
be appointed by the directors, and twenty day’s notice shall be 
given by publishing the same as is herein before provided. 

Sec. 6. The directors may cause such examination and sur- 
-vey of said road to be made as they shall deem necessary; and 
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when said road shall be finally surveyed and laid out, the direc- . 
tors shall certify the same under their hands and seals, one of 
which certificates shall be recorded in the town clerk’s office, in 
each town through which said road shall pass, which road so 
established shall be deemed the line upon which said road shall 
be constructed. 

Src. 7. Three directors shall constitute a quorum, and shall 
be competent to transact all the business of the corporation, and 
shall have the power to prescribe by laws and regulations for 
the proper management and disposition of the stock, property, 
and effects of the corporation, the transfer of shares, the con- 
duct of their officers, election of directors, and all other matters 
and things appertaining to the corporation; and shall have 
power to appoint a treasurer and clerk, and to establish such 
salaries for the officers of said corporation as they may deem 
proper. 

Sec. 8. The said corporation may enter upon the route de- 
signated for the road as herein provided, and may enter upon 
and take possession of all such lands and real estate as may be 
necessary for the construction and maintenance of the plank 
road, and the requisite accommodations appertaining thereto, 
and may receive and hold all voluntary grants of real estate 
which may be made to them, and may make any contract for 
the purchase or use of any highway now occupied by any town 
through which such road may pass, and may take such high- 
ways in the same manner as other lands are taken by virtue of 
section nine of this act. 

Sec. 9. All lands thus entered upon and used by the corpo- 
- tion, which are not voluntarily granted to them, shall be pur- 
chased by said corporation of the owner or owners thereof, and 
in case the parties shall.disagree as to the price.of such lands, it 
shall be the duty of the county court for the county of Lamoille, 
on application to them made by either party, to appoint three 
disinterested commissioners, who shall determine the damages 
which the owner or owners of the land so entered upon may 
haye sustained or may be likely to sustain by the occupation . 
of the same, and upon the payment .of such damages, with the 
necessary expenses attending such appraisement, then the cor- 
poration shall be deemed seized of such lands so appraised. 

Sec. 10. The said corporation -shall -have power to erect 
such gates-on said road as they may.deem necessary, and the 
same remove at pleasure, and may regulate the tolls and char- 
-ges to be collected of persons travelling upon said road, and.the 
decision of the directors.shall:be-final, unless.otherwise directed 
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at an annual meetihg of said corporation ; Provided, That if it 
shall be made to appear to the county court, within and for the 
county of Lamoille, that the corporation receive more than ten 
per cent. per annum, upon the actual cost of said road, and over 
_ and above all charges and expenses of said company, and the 
expense of re-planking when necessary, then the said county 
court may, upon application of any ten freeholders in any town 
upon said route, alter or establish the rates of toll upon said 
road, so that said corporation shall not receive less than ten per 
cent. per annum upon the actual cost of said road, over and 
above all charges and expenses of said company. 

Sec. 11. The directors may require payment of the sums 
subscribed to the capital stock, at such times, and in such pro- 
portions, and upon such conditions, as they may deem proper, 
and shall give notice to subscribers to said stock, at lgast twenty 
days before the day of payment, by publishing the same, as is 
herein before mentioned, in two newspapers published in the 
county of Washington. 

Sec. 12. The office of the clerk and treasurer of the com 
pany shall be kept in the county of Washington or Lamoille. 

Sec. 13. This act shall be deemed to be a ‘public act, and | 
shall be so construed as to best carry into effect the object for 
which it is granted. ` ji 

Sec. 14. This act shall be subject to dean or sien 
ment by any future Legislature, as the public g good may require. 

Approved, November 9th, 1849. ; 


No. 67.—AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE ST. ALBANS AND 
RICHFORD PLANK ROAD COMPANY. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State... . 


of Vermont, as follows :. 


Sec. 1. Such persons as shall hereafter become stockhold- 
ers of. said company, are constituted a bedy corporate, by the 
name of the St. Albans and Richford Plank Road Company, 
for the purpose and with the right of constructing a Plank 
Road, not to exceed four reds in width, from St. Albans Bay, 
m the county of Franklin, through the village of St. Albans, to. 
the town of Richford in said county, and from thence to the 
south line of the province of Lower Canada, for persons to pass 
and repass thereon with their teams, horses, and carriages, and 
e 6 
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to transport their property on the same, and shall have all the 
rights incident to corporations. 

Sec. 2. If said corporation shall not, within three years. 
from the passage of this act, commence the construction of said 
plank road, then the rights and powers granted by this act shall 
cease. 

Sec. 3. The capital stock of said corporation shall be 
twenty-five thousand dollars, which may be increased to such 
an amount as may be necessary to complete said road, and said 
capital stock shall be divided into shares of fifty dollars each, 
and shall be deemed personal property, and may be transferred 
in the manner which said corporation may by their by-laws 
prescribe. 

Sec. 4. Silas P. Carpenter, Jesse Woodruff, Homer E. 
Royce, Aystin Fuller, Leonard W. Leach, William Clapp, 
Adolphus Dewing, Alfred Keith, George Green, Gardner G. 
Smith and Alfred H. Huntington shall be commissioners, who 
shall within one year open books for receiving subscriptions to 
the capital stock of said corporation, at some convenient place 
.or places in the county of Franklin, as they shall deem proper, 
siving ten days notice thereof in some newspaper printed in said 
county, and shall call all meetings of said corporation necessa- 
ry for the due organization of the same, as soon as the capital 
stock, or ten thousand dollars of the same, shall be subscribed ; 
the said commissioners shal! call a meeting of the stockholders, 
by giving ten days notice therof by a publication as aforesaid, 
to choose five directors ; and said directors shall be chosen by 
such of the stockholders as shall attend in person or by proxy, 
each stockholder to have as many votes as he holds shares; 
and said commissioners shall be inspectors of the first election of 
directors, and shall certify the names of those elected, and de- 
liver the books of subscription to such directors; and the time 
and place of holding the first meeting of the directors shall be 
fixed by said commissioners. ‘The said directors shall proceed 
to elect from their number a president; and the direetors and 
officers so elected shall hold thei respective offices one year, 
and until others are elected in their places. The time and 
place for holding the annual meetings for this purpose shall be 
appointed by the directors, and ten days notice thereof shall 
be given by publication in a newspaper printed in said county. 

Sec. 5. The directors may cause such surveys and ex- 
aminations to be made as they may deem necessary previ- 
ous to the location of said road. And when said road shall be 
finally surveyed and laid out, the directors shall certify the same 
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under their hands, one of which certificates shall be recorded in 
the town clerk’s office in each town through which said road 
shall pass; which road, so surveyed and certified, shall be 
deemed the line upon which said road shall be constructed. 

Sec. 6. Three directors shall ‘constitute a quorum, and 
shall be competent to transact. all the business of ‘the corpora- 
tion, and shall have the power to prescribe by-laws and regula- 
tions for the proper management and disposition of the stock, 
property and effects of the corporation, the transfer of shares, 
the conduct of their officers, election of directors, and all other 
matters appertaining to the corporation, and shall have the pow- 
er to appoint a treasurer and clerk, and to establish such sala- 
ries and fees for the officers of said corporation as they may 
` deem proper. 

Sec. 7. The said corporation may enter upon the route de- 
signed for their road as herein provided, and may enter upon and 
take possession of all such lands and real estate as may be nec- 
essary for the construction and maintenance of said plank road, 
and the requisite accommodations appertaining thereto, and may 
receive and hold all OTUNIBEY. grants of real estate which may 
be made to them. 

Sec. 8. All lands thus entered upon and used by said corpor- 
ation, which are not voluntarily granted to them, shall be 
purchased by them of the owner or owners thereof; and in case 
the parties shall disagree as to the price of the land, it shall be 
the duty of the judges of the county court of the county of 
Franklin to appoint three disinterested commissioners, who shall 
determine the damages which the owner or owners of the land 
so entered upon may have sustained, or shall be likely to sus- 
tain, by the occupation of the same; and upon payment of 


such damages, with the expenses attending the appraisement,. ` 


then the corporation shall. be deemed siezed of such lands se 
appraised. 

Sec. 9. Said corporation shall have power to erect one or 
- more gates on said road as they may deem expedient, and the 
same remove at pleasure, and may regulate the tolls and charges 
to be collected of persons travelling on and using said road: 
Previded, That the county court within and for the county of 
Franklin may, on application of any ten freeholders,,in any. 
town or towns through which said road passes, alter and es- 
tablish the rates of toll upon said road, so that said corporation 
shall not receive less than ten per cent. per annum upon the act- 
ual cost of said road and keeping itin repairs, if it shall appear 
to said court that said corporation have received more than said 
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ten per cent. over and above all ch harges and expenses of said 
company. 

Sec. 10. The directors may require payment of the sums or 
shares subscribed to the capital stock, at such times and in such 
proportiozs, and upon such conditions, as they may deem best ; 
and shall give notice to the subscribers to said stock, at least ten 
days before the day of payment required, by publishing the 
same in some newsparer in the county of Franklin. 

Sec. 11. The office ‘of the clerk of this company shall be 
kept in the county of Franklin. 

Sec. 12. This act shall be deemed and taken to be a public 
act, and shall be construed favorably and beneficially for all 
the purposes for which it is intended. 

Sec. 13. This act shall be subject to any penera plank 
road law which may be hereafter enacted. 

Szc. 14. Nothing in this act shall be consid so as to give 
the said company authority to ereet any toll-gate within the 
limits of any highway within this State, or to obstruct the trav- 
el on any public highway; but the said company may lay out 
ənd build their said road upon any public highway, provided 
they keep such plank road, by them built, in good repair, and 
pay all damages, if any accrue from such plank road being out 
of repair. 

Approved, November 7th, 1849. 


No. 68—AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE GLASTENBURY PLANK 


ROAD COMPANY. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State 


of Vermont, as follows: 
= 


Sec. 1. Such persons as shall hereafter become stockhold- 
ers of said company, are hereby constituted a body corporate, 
by the name of the Glastenbury Plank Road Company, for the 
purpose and with the right of building 4 plank road, or turn- 
pike, from some point on the Searsburgh turnpike in Wocdford, 
between the dwellinghonse of Horace Knapp and the dwelling- 
house of Nathan Brown, and near the Knapp bidze so called, 
thence through a part of the town of Wocdford to the south 
line of Glastenbury, to some point on the west line of the town 
of Semerset, for persons and teams to pass and repass, and shall 
have all the rights incident to corporations. 


+% 
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Sec. 2. If said corporation shall not within three years com- 
mence the construction of said rcad and expend thereon at 
least two thousand dollars, and shall not within five years com- 
plete said road, then said corporation shall cease and this act 
become void. ~ 

Sec. 3. The capital stock of said company shall be seven 
thousand dollars, which may be increased: to an amount suffi- 
cient to complete said road, and build toll gates and build- 
ings connected therewith, which shall be divided into shares of 
fifty dollars each, and shall be deemed personal property, and 
be transferable in such manner as said corporation shall by 
their by-laws direct. = 

Sec. 4. Lyman Atwater, Trenor: W. Park, Silas Wilcox, 
Samuel H. Brown and Asahel Boothe shall be commissioners, 
who shall within eighteen months open bocks for receiving 
subscriptions to the capital stock of said company, at some con- 
venient place 1n Bennington ; and twenty days notice shall be 
given by said commissioners of the time and place of opening said 
books, by publishing the same in some newspaper published 
in the co unty of Bennington; and as soon as said stock shall 
be subscribed, said commissioners shall in hke manner give 
notice for a meeting of the stockholders, at such time and 
place as they shall order, for the election of five directors, 
and such election shall then and there be made by such of the 
_ stockholders as shall be present either in person or by proxy, 
each proprietor being entitled to as many votes as he holds 
shares. . e 

Sec. 5. The said commissioners shall be inspectors of said 
election, and shall certify the names of those’ duly elected, and 
shall deliver to the directors the subscription books and other 
papers; and the said directors shall then proceed to elect from 
their number a President ; and the directors and officers so elect- 
ed shall hold their respective offices for one year, and until oth- 
ers are elected in their,places. The time and place for holding 
the annual meeting for this purpose shall be appointed by the 
directors, and twenty days notice thereof shall be given by 
publication in one e newspaper published in the county of Ben- 
nington. 

Sec. 6. The directors may cause such examination and sur- 
veys of said road to be made as they shall deem necessary ; and 
when said road shall be finally surveyed and laid out, the direc- 
tors shall certify the same under their hands and seals, one of 
which certificates-shall be recorded in the town clerk’s office in 
- each town through which said road shall pass; which road, so 
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surveyed and certified, shall be deemed the line upon which 
said road shall be constructed. 

Sec. 7. Three directors shall constitute a quorum, and shall 
be competent to transact all the business of the corporation, and 
shall have the power to prescribe by-laws and regulations for 
the proper management and disposition of the stock, property, 
and effects of the corporation, the transfer of shares, the con- 
duct of their officers, election of directors, and all other matters 
appertaining to the corporation; and shall have the power 
to appoint a clerk, and treasurer, and to establish such sal- 
aries for the. officers of said corporation as they may deem 
proper. 

Sec. 8. The said corporation may enter upon the route de- 
signated for their road as herein provided, and may enter upon 
and take possession of all such lands and real estate as may be. 
necessary for the construction and maintenance of the plank road 
or turnpike and the requisite accommodations appertaining there- 
to, and may receive and hold all voluntary grants of real estate 
which may be made to them. 

Sec. 9. All lands thus entered upon and used by the corpo- 
tion, which are not voluntarily granted to them, shall be pur- 
chased by them of the owner or owners thereof, and in case 
the parties shall disagree as to the price of the land, it shall be 
the duty of the judges of the county court of the county of Ben- 
nington tó appoint three disinterested commissioners, who shall 
determine the damages which the owner or owners of the land 
so entered upon may have sustained, or may be likely to sus- 
_ tain, by the occupation of the same, and upon the payment of 
such damages, with the expenses attending such appraisement, 
then the corporation shall be deemed seized of such lands so ap- 
praised. 

Sec. 10. Such corporation shall have power to erect one or 
two gates on said road as they may choose, and the same 
remove at pleasure, and may regulate the tolls and char- 
ges to be collected of persons travelling upon said road: Pro- 
vided, That if it shall be made to appear to the county court 
within and for the county of Bennington that the corporation 
receive more than ten per cent. per annum upon the actual cost - 
of said road over and above all charges and expenses of said 
comrany, then said county court may, upon application of any ten 
freeholders in any town or towns through which said road pas- 
ses, alter or establish the rates of toll upon said road, so that 
said corporation shall not receive less than ten per cent. upon the 
actual cost of said road over and above all charges and. expenses 
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of said company. And said company shall keep exposed to 
view, in some conspicuous place, at each toll gate, on said road, 
. painted in legible characters, the rates of toll to be paid at such - 
ate. 

Sec. 11. The directors may require payment of the sums 
subscribed to the capital stock at such times, and in such pro- 
portions, and upon such conditions, as they may deem best, and — 
shall give notice to the subscribers to said stock, at least ten 
days before the day of payment required. 

Sec. 12. The office of the clerk of said company shall be 
kept in this State. 

Sec. 13. This act,shall be construed to be a public act, and 
shall be so construed as to best carry into effect the object for 
which this charter is granted. 

Sec. 14. This act to be under the control of any future 
legislature. 

Sec. 15. Provided that said corporation shall take no bene- 
fit of this act unless they shall locate said road and cause such 
location to be recorded in the office of the county clerk in the 
county of Bennington, within two years from the passing of 
this act, and also expend two thousand dollars towards the con- 
struction of said road within three years from the passing of 
this act. : 

Sec. 16. Said road shall be so constructed as not to inter- 
fere with the travel on any public highway now in use. 

Sec. 17. If said corporation shall locate any part of their 
road on any public highway, they shall be required to keep the 
same in repair, and shall be liable for any damage that shall hap- 
pen thereon in consequence of the insufficiency of such high- 
way, and any board of selectmen, or board of commissioners, 
legally appointed for that purpose, shall have the right to lay 
out any new road, which the public good may require, across 
said plank road or turnpike, and any person owning lands on 
either side cf said road shall have the privilege of crossing the 
same, at all times, with teams, or otherwise, as their convenience 
“may require: Provided, also, That said corporation shall have 
no right to erect or establish any gate for the collection of toll 
on any part of their road which shall be located on any other 
public highway: Provided, also, That said corporation shall, as 
near as practicable, so average their tariff of tolls at the several 
gates as not to require of persons traveling over a part only of 
their said road any more than a fair apportionment of toll. 

Approved, November 13th, 1849. 
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No. 69. 


ROAD COMPANY. 
Ti is hereby enacted by the General Assembly af the State of 
Vermont, as follows : 


Sec. 1. Such persons as shall hereafter become stockhold- 
ers of said company, are hereby constituted a body corporate, 
by the name of the Bellwater Plank Road Company, for 
the purpose and with the right of building a plank road from 
the north line of Sheffield, near the head of Bellwater pond in 
Barton, to Sutton corner, for persons and teams to pass and re- 
pass and shall have all the rights incident to corporations. 

Sec. 2. If said corporation shall not within three years 
commence ihe construction of said road, and shall not within 

five years complete said road, then said corporation shall cease, 
and become void. 

Sec. 3. The capital oik of said company shall be ten 
thousand dollars, which may be increased to any amount suffi- 
cient to complete said road, and build all the gates and buildings 
connected therewith, which shall be divided into shares of fifty 
dollars each, and shall be deemed personal property, and be 
transferable in such manner as said corporation shall by their 
by-laws direct. 

Sec. 4 Amos C. Robinson, Chauncey G. Drown, John 
Beckwith, Thomas True and James Roberts shall be commis- 
sioners, who shall within three months open books for receiving 
subscriptions to the capital stock of said company, at some 

_ convenient places in Barton and Sutton, and twenty days notice 
shall be given by said commissioners of the time and place of 
opening said books, by publishing the same in some newspa- . 
pers published in the counties of Orleans and Caledonia. As 
soon as two thousand dollars of the stock of said company shall ~~ 
be subscribed, they shall in like manner give notice for a meet- 
ing of the stockholders, at such time and place as they shall or- 
der, for the election of officers, and such election shall then and 
there be made by such of the stockholders as shall be present 
either in person or by proxy, each proprietor being entitled to as. 
many votes as he shall hold shares. 

Sec. 5. ‘The said commissioners shail be’ moion of said 
election, shall certify the names of those duly elected, and shall 
deliver to the directors the subscription books and other papers ; 
and the said directors shall then proceed to elect from their num- 
ber a President, and the directors and officers so elected shall 
hold their respective offices for the term of one year and until. 
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others are elected in their places. 'The time and place of hold- 
ing the annual meetings for this purpose shall be appointed by 
the directors, and twenty days notice thereof shall be given by 
publication in some newspaper ee in the counties of Or- 
leans or Caledonia. 

Src. 6. . The directors may cause such examination and sur- 
veys of said road to be made as they shall deem necessary; and 
when said road shall be finally laid out the directors shall certi- 
fy the same under their hands and seals, one of whieh certifi- 
cates shall be recorded in the town clerk’s office in each town 
through which said road shall pass, which road so surveyed and 
certified shall be deemed the line upon which said road shall be 
constructed. 

_ Sec. 7. Three directors shall constitute a quorum, and shall 

be competent to transact all business of the corporation, and shall 
have the power to prescribe by-laws and regulations for the 
proper management and disposition of the stock property, and 
the effects of the corporation, the transfer of shares, the con- 
duct of officers, the election of directors, and all other matters 
appertaining to ‘the corporation, shall have the power to appoint 
a clerk and treasurer, and to establish such salaries for the offi- 
cers of said corporation as they may deem proper. 

Sec. 8. The said corporation may enter upon the route de- 
signated for the road as herein provided, and may enter upon 
and take possession of all such lands and other real estate as 
may be necessary for the construction and maintenance of said 
road and other requisite accommodations appertaining thereto ; 
and may receive and hold all voluntary grants of real estate 
which may be made to them. 

Src. 9. All lands thus entered upon and used by the CTO 
ration, which are not voluntarily granted to them, shall be pur- 
chased by them of the owner or owners thereof, and in case the 
parties shall disagree as to the price of the land, it shall be the 
duty of the judges of the court of the county of Caledonia, to 
appoint three disifiterested commissioners, who shall determine 
the damages the owner or owners of the land so entered upon 
may have sustained, or may be likely to sustain, by the occupa- 
tion of the same, and upon the payment of such damages and 
the expenses of such appraisal, then the corporation shall be 
deemed seized of such lands so appraised. 

Sze. 10. Such corporation may erect one or more gates as 
they may choose, and the same remove at pleasure; may regu- 
late the tolls and charges to be collected of persons travelling 
upon said road, except foot passengers, who shall pass free.— 
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Provided, That if it shall be made to appear to the county 
court within and for the county of Caledonia, that the corpo- 
ration receive more than ten per cent. per annum, upon the ac- 
tual cost of said road over and above all charges and expenses 
of said company, the said county court may, upon the applica- 
tion of ten freeholders in any town or towns through which 
said road passes, alter and establish the rates of toll upon said 
road so that said corporation shall not receive less than ten per 
cent. per annum upon the actual cost of said road over and above 
all charges and expenses of said company. 

Sec. 11. If said corporation shall locate their said plank 
road in any part of the now travelled road,-such portion of the 
road so by them used shall be maintained and kept in repair by 
said corporation, and they shall be lable for all damages ceca- 
sioned by said road being out of repair, and no gate shall be 
erected on any portion of the road now used as a public road 
or highway, and the selectmen of either town, through which 
said plank road shall pass, shall have the right to lay out other 
roads to cross said plank road whenever the public good requires. 

Sec. 12. The directors may require payment of the sums 
subscribed to the capital stock at such times and in such pro- 
portions and upon such conditions as they may deem best, and 
shall give notice to the subscribers to said stock at least ten days 
before the day of payment required. + 

Sec. 13. The office of the clerk of said company shall be 

kept either in the county of Caledonia or Orleans. 

Sec. 14. Said corporation, when any portion of the road i is 
made and opened for travel, shall designate their rate of tolls fo ie 
be collected of all persons travelling on said road, (foot passen- 
gers excepted, ) and cause the same to be published upon sufii- 
cient sign boards and set up at each end of said road, and at the 
gate or gates upon said road. 

Sec. 15. When one half of the road is made and comple- 
ted for travel, the said corporation may erect a gate thereon and 
take a proportionate rate of toil. 

Sec. 16. This act shall be construed to be a public act, and 
shall be so construed as to best carry into effect the object for 
which this charter is granted. 

Sec. 17. This act shall be under the control of any future 
Jegislature to amend, alter or repeal. 

Approved, November 13, 1849. 
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No. 70.—AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE MERCHANTS’ BANK. 


Tt is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, as follows : 


Sec. 1. The subscribers to the, capital stock of the bank 
established. by this act, their successors and assigns, shall be, 
and hereby are, constituted a corporation and body politic, by 
the name of the Merchants’ Bank, and shall so continue and 
have succession, until the first day of January, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six, and by 
that name may sue and be sued, may have a common seal and 
the same alter at pleasure, and shall be capable of purchasing 
and holding real estate and personal, for their own use, and 
shall have and enjoy all the privileges incident to corporations ; 
and the said bank shall be established at Burlington, in Chitten- 
den county. 

Sec. 2. The capital stock of said bank shall be one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars, and shall be divided into three 
thousand shares of fifty dollars each. J 

Sec. 3.. The books for receiving subscriptions for shares in 

~said bank, shall be opened at said Burlington, within four 
months from and after the passing of this act, under the direc- 
tion of Timothy Follett of Burlington, Stephen `S. Keyes of 
Highgate, Portus Baxter of Derby, Erastus Fairbanks of St. 
Johnsbury, Paris Fletcher of Bridport, Samuel Adams of Grand 
Isle, John Bradley, David A. Smalley and William L. Strong: - 
of Burlington, or a majority of them, who are hereby appointed 
commissioners for that purpose, and who shall be, sworn to a 
faithful discharge of their duty ; and said books shall continue 
open from ten to four o’clock on each day, (Sundays excepted, ) 
for the space of ten days, and thereafter until the whole num- 
ber of shares shall be subscribed; and the subscribers shall, at 
the time of subscribing, deposit with the commissioners, in gold 
or silver coin, five dollars upon each share by them subscribed ; 
and if at the end of ten days aforesaid, the number of shares 
‘shall exceed said three thousand, the excess shall be deducted 
from the highest subscriptions, so as not to deprive any person 
who. has subscribed for a small number of shares while any 
person holds a larger number of shares, and continue so to re- 
duce from the highest subscriptions. reserving entire shares, un- 
til the whole number of shares shall not exceed three thoufand ; 
but in deducting such excess, said commissioners shall give a 
preference to the inhabitants of this State, so that if their sub- 
scriptions be of sufficient amount, they may hold the whole 
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stock ; and in case it shall appear that any subscriber shall ‘have 
subscribed for stock in the name of any other person or perscns, 
or shall have procured subscriptions to be made in the name of. 

ny person or persons, for his or her benefit. said commissioners 
shall deduct the whole of said shares so subscribed. . 

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of said commissioners, at the 
expiration of said ten days, or upon the whole amount of said 
stock being subscribed for as aforesaid, or as soon thereafter as 
they shall think proper, not exceeding sixty days, to call a 
meeting of the stockholders of said lank, at such time and 
place as they shall think proper, by publishing a notice thereof, 
signed by a majority of them, in all the newspapers published 
at-said Burlington, two weeks successively at least, previous to 
such meeting, for the purpose of electing seven directors of said 
bank: and said commissioners shall deliver to the directors of 
said bank, when elected, and within ten days after they shall ~ 
enter upon the duties of their office, a list of the names of all 
the subscribers entitled to shares in said bank, and the number 
of shares to which each is entitled, and the sum by each depos- 
ited with them, under their hands or a majority of them, and 
also all moneys by them received on deposits on such shares; 
which list the said directors shall cause to be recorded in the 
records of said bank, and thereupon issue certificates to such 
subscribers for their shares. 

Sec. 5. No operations of said bank shall be commenced 
until the said three thousand shares shall be fully subscribed, 
and at least the sum of seventy-five thousand dollars of said 
capital stock be paid into said bank. 

Sec. 6 The stock, property and concerns of said bank 
shall be managed and conducted by seven directors, a majority 
of whom shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of basi- 
ness, who shall be stockholders in said bank, and inhabit- 
ants of this State, and shall hoid their office until the second 
‘Tuesday in January next after their appointment, and until _ 
their successors are appointed and qualified, and shall be elected 
annually on the second Tuesday of January after their first 
election as aforesaid, at such time of the day and place asa 
majority of the directors for the time being shall direct. public 
notice whereof shall be given not less than thirty days previous 
to such election, and all such elections shall be made b y ballot 
by the stockholders of said bank, who shall be present in 
person or by proxy; and the seven persons who shall have the 
greatest number of votes at any such election shall be-di ec- 
tors; and if it shall so happen that any two or move pe:sons 
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shall have an equal number of votes, in such manner that more 
than seven persons shall by a plurality of votes appear to be 
elected, the stockholders shall proceed to ballot a second time, 
and by a plurality of votes determine which of said persons so 
having an equal number of votes shall be director or directors, 
ani in like manner proceed until seven are elected ; and in case 
any vacancy in the board of directors shall happen, by death, 
rezig «ation, or otherwise, the same shall be filled from among 
the stockholders, by a majority of the remaining directors. 

Sec. 7. If an election of directors shall not be made oh the 
day herein prescribed therefor, the said corporation shall not 
thereby be dissolved, but a meeting for the election of such 
directors may be held on any other day, in such manner as 
shall have been directed by the by-laws of such corporation. 

. Sec. 8. The shares in said bank shall be transferred only 
in such manner, and under such regulations, as shall be pre- 
scribed by the by-laws of said corporation; Provided, That 
n> transfer shall be valid until recorded by the cashier, or, in 
h s absence, one of the directors of said bank, in a book to be 
kept for that purpose ; nor until the person so making the same 
shall have previously discharged all debts and liabilities due 
from him to said bank. 

Sec. 9. The said corporation shall take no benefit of this 
act, and the same shall’ become void, unless said bank shall 
commence business, agreeably to the provisions of the same, on 
or before the first day of October, A. D. 1850. 

Szc. 10.- The corporation created by this act shall be sub- 
ject to the provisions in force, in chapter eighty of the revis- 
ed statutes, and any other general law of this ‘State relating to 
banks and moneyed corporations. 


Approved, November 10th, 1849, 


No. 71.—AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE PASSUMPSIC BANK. 


T; is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Vermont, as follows : 

Sec. 1. ‘The subscribers to the capital stock of the bank 
hereby established, and their successors and assigns, are consti- 
tutela cor poration and body politie, by the name of the Pas- 
sumysic Bank, and shall.so continue and have succession until 
the fi'st day of January, 1869; and by that name may sue and 
be sued, have a common seal, and the same alter at pleasure, 
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and may purchase and hold real and: personal ‘estate, for their 
own use; and shall have and enjoy all the privileges incident 
to corporations ; aud the said bank shall be established in the 
town of St. Johnsbury, in the county of Caledonia. 


_ Sec. 2. The capital stock of said bank shall be one hun- | 


dred thousand dollars, and be divided into two thousand shares 
of fifty dollars each. 

Sec. 3. The books for receiving subscriptions for shares in 
said bank, shall be opened at St. Johnsbury Hotel, in said St. 
Johnsbury, within six months from the passage of this act, un- 
der the direction of Portus Baxter of Derby, Barron Moulton of 
Waterford, Lewis H. Delano of Hardwick, Henry Keyes of 
Newbury, John Bacon, J. P. Fairbanks and Calvin Morrill of 
St. Johnsbury, E. B. Chase of Lyndon, and R. ©. Benton of 
Lunenburg, or a majority of them, who are hereby appointed 
commissioners for that purpose, and who shall be sworn to the 
faithful discharge of their duty; and said books shall continue 
open from ten to four o’clock on each day, (Sundays excepted, ) 
for the space of ten days, and thereafter until the whole num- 
‘ber Of shares shall be subscribed ; and the subscribers shall, at 
the time of subscribing, deposit with the commissioners, in 
gold or silver coin, five dollars on each share by them subscrib- 
ed; and if at the end of ten days, as aforesaid, the number of 
shares shall exceed two thousand, the excess shall be deducted 
from the highest subscriptions, so as not to deprive any person 
who has subscribed for a small number of shares, and continue 
so to.reduce from the highest subscriptions, reserving entire 
_ shares, until the whole number of shares shall not exceed two 
thousand; but in deducting such excess, said commissioners 
shall give a preference to the inhabitants of this State, so that 
if their subscriptions be of sufficient amount, they may hold 
the whole stock ; and in case it shall appear that any subscri- 
ber shall have subscribed for stock in the name of another per- 
son, or shall have procured subscriptions to be made in the 
name of another person for his benefit; said commissioners shall 
_deduct the whole of the shares so subscribed. 

Sec. 4, Said commissioners shall, upon the whole amount 
of said stock being subscribed for as aforesaid, or as soon there- 
after as they shall think proper, not exceeding sixty days, call 
a meeting of the stockholders of said bank, at such place in St. 
Johnsbury as they shall think proper, by publishing a notice 
thereof, signed by a majority of them, in one or more of the 
newspapers printed in the county of Caledonia, two weeks suc- 
cessively, previous to such meeting, for the purpose of electing 
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seven directors of said bank ; and said commissioners shall de- 
liver to the directors of said bank when elected, and within ten 
days after they shall enter upon the duties of their office, a list 
of the names of all the persons entitled to shares in said bank, 
and the number of shares to which each is entitled, and the 
sum by each deposited with them, also all moneys received by 
them on deposit on such shares, which list said directors shall 
cause to be recorded on the books of said bank, and therenpon 
issue certificates to such subscribers for their shares. 

Sec. 5. No operations of said bank shall be commenced 
until two thousand shares shall have been fully subscribed, and 
at least the sum of fifty thousand dollars of said capital stock 
shall have been paid into said bank. 

Sec. 6. All the concerns of said bank shall be managed by 
seven directors, a majority of whom shall constitute a quorum. 
for the transaction of business, who shall be stockholders in 
said bank, and inhabitants of this State, and shall hold their 
offices until the second Tuesday of January after their appoint- 
ment, and until their successors are appointed and qualified, and 
shall be elected annually, after the first election, on the second 
Tuesday of January, at such time and place asa majority of 
the directors for the time being shall direct, publie notice 
whereof shall be given not less than thirty day's previous to 
such election ; and all such elections shall be made by ballot, 
by the stockholders of said bank, who shall be present in per- 
son or by proxy; and the seven persons who shall have the 
greatest number of votes at such election, shall be directors ; 
and if any two or more persons shall have an equal number of 
votes so that more than seven persons shall, by a plurality of 
votes, appear to be elected, the stockholders shall proceed to 
ballot. a second time, and by a plurality of votes determine 
which of said persons so having an equal number of votes 
shall be director ; and in case any vacancy in the board of di- 
rectors shall happen by death, resignation or otherwise, the 
same shall be filled from among the stockholders, by a majority 
of ghe remaining directors. 

Sec. 7. Hf an election of directors shall not be made on the 
day herein prescribed, said corporation shall not thereby be dis- 
solved ; but a meeting for the election of directors may be held 
on any ' other day, in such manner as shall be prescribed by the 
by-laws of the corporation. 

Sec. 8. The shares in said bank shall þe transferred only 
in such manner and under such regulations as shall be prescrib- 
ed by the by-laws of the corporation: Provided, no transfer 
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shall be valid until recorded by the cashier or, in his absence, 
by one of the directors, in a book to be kept for that purpose : 
ner until the person making the same shall have previously 
discharged all debts and liabilities due from him to said bank. 

SEC. "9, The said corporation shall take no benefit from this 
act, and the same shall be void, unless the bank shall commence 
business, agreeably to the provisions of the same, on or before 
the first day of January A. D. 1851. 

Sec. 10. The corporation created by this act shall be sub- 


. ject to the provisions of chapter eighty of the Revised Statutes 


in force, and any other general law of this State relating to banks 
and moneyed corporations. 
Approved, November ith, 1849. 


eaten: mo 


No. 72.—-AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE FRANKLIN COUNTY 
BANK AT ST: ALBANS BAY. E 


Fiis hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Vermont, as follows : 


Sec. 1. The subscribers to the capital s stock of the bank 
established by this act, their successors and assigns, are hereby 
constituted a corporation and body politic, by the name of the 
Franklin County Bank, and shall so continue and have succes- 
sion until the first day of January, A. D. 1867, and by that 
name may sue and be sued, may have a common seal and the 
same aifer at pleasure, may purchase and hold real and personal 
= estate for their own use, and shall have all the privileges inci- 
dent to corporations ; and said bank shall be established at St. 
Albans Bay, in the county of Franklin. 

Sec. 2. The capital stock of said bank shall be one hundred 
thousand dollars, and shali be divided into two thousand shares 
of fifty dollars each. 

Sec. 3. The books for receiving subscriptions for shares in 
said bank, shall be opened at St. Albans Bay, within thyee 
months from the passage of this act, under the direction of 
Timothy Follett of Burlington, Wiliam Green of Sheidon, 
H. L. Nichols of St. Albans, Homer E. Royce of Berkshire, 
Frederick Hazen of Alburgh, Alvah Sabin of Georgia, and O. 
A. Burton of St. Albans, or a majority of them, who are hereby 
appointed commissioners for that purpose, and who shall be 
sworn to the faithful discharge of their duty; and, said books 
shall continue open from ten till four o’clock on each day, (Sun- 
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daysexcepted, )for the space often days, and thereafter until the 
whole number of shares shall be subscribed ; and the subscribers 
shall, at the time of subscribing, deposit with the commissioners, 
in gold or silver coin, five dollars on each share by them subscrib- 
ed; and if at the end of ten days, as aforesaid, the number of 
shares shall exceed two thousand, the excess shall be deducted 
from the highest subscriptions, so as not to deprive any person 
who has subser ibed for a small number. of shares, while 
any person holds a larger humber of shares, and continue 
so to reduce' from the highest subscriptions, reserving entire 
shares, until the whole number of shares shall not exceed two 
thousand ; but in deducting such excess, said commissioners 
shall give a preference to the inhabitants of this State, so that 
if their subscriptions be of sufficient amount, they may hold the 
whole of the-steck ; and in case it shall appear that any subscri- 
ber shall have subscribed for stock in the name of any other per- 
son or persons, or shall have procured subscriptions to be 
made in the name of any other person or persons for his or her 
benefit, said commissioners shall deduct the whole of the shares 
so subscribed. 

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of said commissioners, at the 
expiration of said ten days, or upon the whole amount of said 
stock being subscribed for as aforesaid, or as soon thereafter as 
they shall think proper, not exceeding sixty days, to call a 
meeting of the stockholders of said bank, at such time and 
place as they shall think proper, by publishing a notice thereof, 
signed by a majority of them, in three newspapers published in 
Chittenden and Franklin counties, two weeks successively at 
least, previous to such meeting, for the purpose of electing seven 
directors of.said bank ; and said commissioners shall deliver to the 
directors of said bank, when elected, and within ten days after 
they shall enter upon the duties of their office, a list of the names 
of all the subscribers entitled to shares in said bank, and the num- 
ber of shares to which each is entitled, and the sum by each de- 
posited with them, under their hands or a majority of them, and 
also all moneys by them received on deposit on such shares ; 
which list the said directors shall cause to be recorded in the 
records of said bank, and thereupon issue certificates to such 
subscribers for their shares. 

Sec. 5.’ No operations of said bank shall be commenced 
until the said two thousand shares:shall be fully subscribed, 
and at least the sum of sixty-seven thousand dollars of said 
capital stock be paid into said bank. 
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Sec. 6. The stock, property and concerns of said bank 
.. Shall be managed by seven directors, a majority of whom 
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of busi- 
ness, who shall be stockholders in said bank, and inhabit- 
ants of this State, and shall hold their offices until the second 
Tuesday in January next after their appointment, and until 
their successors are appointed and qualified, and shall be elected 
annually on the second Tuesday of January after the first 
election as aforesaid, at such time and place as a. major- 
ity of the directors for the time being shall direct, public 
notice whereof shall be given not less than thirty days previous 
to such election, and all such elections shall be made by ballot 
by the stockholders of said bank, who shall be present in 
person or by proxy ; and the seven persons who shall have the 
greatest number of votes at any such election shall be direc- 
tors; and if it shall so happen that any two or more persons 
shall have an equal number of votes, in such manner that more 
than seven persons shall by a plurality of votes appear to be 
elected, the stockholders shall proceed to ballot a second time, 
and by a plurality of votes determine which of said persons so 
having an equal number of votes shall be director or directors, 
and inlike manner proceed until seven are elected ; and in case 
any vacancy in the board of directors shall happen, by death, 
resignation, or otherwise, the same shall be filled from among 
the stockholders, by a majority of the remaining directors. 

Sec. 7. If an election of directors shall not be made on the 
day herein prescribed therefor, the said corporation shall not 
thereby be dissolved, but a meeting for the election of such 
directors may be held on any other day, in such manner as 
shall have been directed by the by-laws of said corporation. 

Sec. 8. ‘The shares in said bank shall be transferred only 
in such manner, and under such regulations, as shall be pre- 
scribed by the by-laws of said corporation; Provided, no 
transfer shall be valid until recorded by the cashier, or, in 
his absence, one of the directors of said bank, in a book to be 
kept for that purpose ; nor until the person so making the trans- 
fer shall have previously discharged all debts and liabilities due 
from him to said bank. 

Sec. 9. The said corporation shall take no benefit of this 
act, and the same shall become void, unless said bank shall 
commence business, agreeably to the provisions of the same, on 
or before the first day of October, A. D. 1850. 

Sec. 10. The corporation created by this act shall be sub- 
ject to the provisions now in force of chapter eighty of the revis- 
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ed statutes,and any other general law of this State relating to 


— banks and moneyed corporations. 


Sec. 11. This act shall be under the control of any future 
legislature to alter, amend or repeal, as the public good may re- 


quire. 
Appezed, November 12th, 1849. 


È 0. 783. —AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE MISSISQUOI BANK. 


i is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Vermont, as follows : 


Sec. 1. The subscribers to the capital stock of the bank 
established by this act, their successors and assigns, are 
hereby constituted a corporation and body politic, by the 
mame of the Missisquoi Bank, and shall so continue and 
have succession, until the first day of January, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy; and by 
that name may sue and be sued, may have 4 common seal and 
the same alter at pleasure, and shall be capable of purchasing 
and holding real and personal estate, for their own use, and 
shall have and enjoy all the privileges incident to corporations ; 
and the said bank shall be established at Sheldon, in the county 
of Franklin. 

Sec. 2. The capital stock of said bank shall be fifty thous- 
and dollars, and shall be divided into one thousand shares of 
fifty dollars each. 

Sec. 3. The books for receiving subscriptions for shares in 
said bank, shall be opened at said Sheldon, within four months 
from the passage of this act, under the direction of William C. 
Wilson of Bakersfield, Silas C. Carpenter of Richford, Jasper 
Rand of Berkshire, H. Nelson Barber of- Enosburgh, Bradley . 
Barlow of Fairfield, Alfred Keith and Augustus Burt of Sheldon, 
or a majority of them, who are hereby appointed commissioners 
for that purpose, and who shall be sworn to a faithful discharge 
of their duty; and said books shall continue open from ten 0’- 
clock a. m. to four o’clock p. m. on each day, (Sundays except- 
ed, ) for the space of ten days, and thereafter until the whole num- 
ber of shares shall be subscribed; and the subscribers shall, at 
the time of subscribing, deposit with the commissioners, in gold 
or silver coin, five dollars on each share by them subscribed : 
and if at the end of ten days as aforesaid, the number of shares ' 
shall exceed the said one thousand, the excess shall be deducted 
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from the highest subscriptions, so as not to deprive any person 
who has subscribed for a small number of shares while any 
person holds a larger number of shares, and continue so to re- 
duce from the highest subscriptions. reserving entire shares, un- 
til- the whole number of shares shall not exceed one thousand; 
but in deducting such excess, said commissioners shall give a 
preference to the inhabitants of this State, so. that if their sub- 
scriptions -be of sufficient amount, they may hold the whole 
stock ; and in case it shall appear that any subscriber shall have 
subscribed for stock in the name of any other person or persons, 
or shall have procured subscriptions to be made in the name of - 
any person or persons, for his or their benefit. said commissioners 
shall deduct the whole of said shares so subscribed. 

_ Sec. 4, It shall be the duty of said commissioners, at the 
expiration of said ten days, or upon the whole amount of 
said stock being subscribed for as aforesaid, or as soon there- 
after as they shall think proper, not exceeding sixty days, to call 
a meeting of the stockholders of said bank, at such time and 
place as they shall think proper, by publishing a notice there- 
of, signed by a majority of said commissioners, in the St. Al- 
bans Messenger, a newspaper printed in said county, three weeks 
successively at least previous to said meeting, for the purpose of 
electing seven directors of said bank; and said commissioners 
shall deliver to the directors of said bank when elected, and with- 
in ten days after they shall enter upon the duties of their office, a 
list of the names of all the subscribers entitled to shares in said 
bank, and the number of shares to which each isentitled, and the 
sum by each deposited with them, under their hands or a ma- 
jority of them, and also all moneys by them received as deposits 
on such shares, which list the said directors shall cause to be re- 
corded in the records of said bank, and thereupon issue certifi- 
cates to such subscribers for their shares. 

Sec. 5. No operations shall be commenced at said bank 
until the said one thousand shares shall be fully subscribed, and 
at least the sum of thirty-four thousand dollars of said capi- 
tal stock be paid into said bank. 

Sec. 6. The stock, property and concerns of said bank 
shall be managed and conducted by seven directors, a majority 
of whom shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of bus- 
iness, who shall be stockholders in said bank, and inhabit- 
ants of this State, and shall hold their offices until the third 
Tuesday of January next after their appointment, and until their 
successors are appointed and qualified, and shall be elected annu- 
ally on the third Tuesday of January, after the first election 
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as aforesaid, at such time and place as a majority of the 
directors for the time being shall direct, public notice where- 
of shall be given not less than thirty days previous to such 
election; and all, such elections shall be made `by - ballot, 
by the stockholders of said bank, who shall be present in per- 
` son or by proxy; and the seven persons who shall have the 
greatest number of votes at any such election, shall be directors ; 
and if it shall so happen that any two or more persons shall 
have an equal number of votes in such manner that more than 
seven persons shall, by a plurality of votes, appear to be elected, 
the stockholders shall proceed to ballot a second time, and by 
a plurality- of votes determine which of said persons so 
having an equal number of votes shall be director or directors, 
and in like manner. proceed till seven are elected; and in case 
any vacancy in the board of directors shall happen by death, 
resignation or otherwise, the same shall be filled from among 
the stockholders, by a majority of the remaining directors. 

Sec. 7. If an election of directors shall not be made on the 
day herein prescribed therefor,’the said corporation shall not 
thereby. be dissolved ; but a meeting for the election of such di- 
rectors may be held on any other day, in such manner as shall 
have been directed by the by-laws of said corporation. 

Sec. 8. ‘The shares:of said bank shall be transferred only 
in such manner and under such regulations as shall be prescrib- 
ed by the by-laws of said corporation: Provided, That no trans- 
fer shall be valid until recorded by the cashier or, in his ab- 
sence, by one of the directors of said bank, in a book to be kept 
for that purpose; nor until the person so making the same shall 
have previously discharged all debts and liabilities due from 
him to said bank. 

Sec. 9. The said corporation shall take no benefit from this 
act, and the same shall become void, unless the bank shall com- 
mence business, agreeably to the provisions of the same, on or 
before the first day of January A. D. 1851. 

Sec. 10. The corporation created by this act shall be sub- 
ject to the provisions in force of chapter eighty of the -evised 
statutes, and any other general law of this State relating to banks 
and moneyed corporations. 


Approved, November 13th, 1849. 
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No. 74—AN ACT TO EXTEND THE CHARTER OF THE BANK OF 
WOODSTOCK. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Vermont, as follows: 


Sec. 1. An act entitled “an act to incorporate the president, 
directors and company of the Bank of Woodstock,” passed 
November 9th, A. D. 1831, is hereby extended and continued 
in force until the first day of January, A. D. 1853, for all the 
purposes contemplated by said act, except for the issuing or re- 
issuing of bills and other evidences of credit of said corpora- 
tion. 

Sec.2. This act shall take effect ko its passage. 

Approved, November 2d, 1849. 


No. 75—AN ACT INCREASING THE CAPITAL STOCK OF THE 
STARK .BANK. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the Sun 


Vermont, as follows : 


Sec. 1. There shall be added to the capital stock of the 
Stark Bank, two thousand shares of twenty-five dollars each, 
making the whole capital stock of said bank one hundred thou- 
sand dollars; and Enos Adams, Pierpoint Isham, and Perez 
Harwood, Jr., of Bennington, Charles E. Houghton of Shafts- 
_ bury, and Orrin Bates of Pownal, in the county of Bennington, 
are hereby appointed commissioners to receive subscriptions 
thereto, who, or a majority of them, shall open books for that 
purpose at said Bennington, within ninety days after the appro- 
` val of this act, and continue them open from ten till four 
a’clock each day, Sundays excepted, for the space of ten days, 


and until the whole number of the aforesaid shares shall have — 


.béen subscribed, receiving of each subscriber, at the time of 
subscribing, five dollars upon each share by him subscribed ; 
and if at the end of said ten days, the number of shares sub- 
scribed shall exceed two thousand, the excess shall be deducted 
from the subscriptions for more than twenty shares; and if, af- 
ter reducing said subscriptions to the number of twenty shares 

_ each, an excess shall remain, the commissioners shall reduce the 
highest subscriptions in such manner as to render the subscrip- 
tions as nearly equal as may be; Provided, hat in case. there 
shall be more than two thousand shares subscribed to said bank, 


— 
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said commissioners shall, in deducting the excess, give a prefer- 
ence to the inhabitants of this State, so that they may hold the 
whole of the stock hereby added to said bank. 

Src. 2. No person, who shall be a stockholder holding more 
than twenty shares in said bank, at the time of opening said. 
books, shall be allowed to subscribe for any of said additional 
stock, if the whole of said stock shall be subscribed for within 

the ten days aforesaid, by persons other than stockholders in 
said bank ; and if the whole of said stock shall not be subscrib- 
ed for within that time, then said stockholders may subscribe 
for the balance of said stock. 

Sec. 3. The commissioners shall deliver to the directors of 
said bank, within ten days next after the subscription books 
shall have been closed, and the shares apportioned by them, a 
list of the names of all the subscribers entitled to the additional 
stock, and the number of shares to which each shall be entitled, 
and the sum by each deposited with them, signed by a majority. 
of the commissioners, which the directors shall cause to be en- 
-tered in the books of the bank; and said commissioners shall 
also, within the time aforesaid, deposit with said directors all 
moneys received as deposits on said shares. 

Sec. 4. The new subscribers, upon full payment by them 
of one half of their several subscriptions, as finally adjusted by 
the commissioners, on or before the third day of April, 1850, 
shall, on that day, become stockholders in said bank, and there- 
after be entitled to the rights and privileges, and under the lia- 
bilities of stockholders, and shall be entitled to receive certifi- 
cates of their stock. 

Sec. 5. The usual dividend made by said bank, on the first 
day of April, 1850, shall be made under the direction, and with 

- the approbation, of at least two of the following named persons, 
to wit: Robert Pierpoint of Rutland, Merritt Clark of Poultney, 
and William P. Black of Manchester, who shall examine the 
affairs of. said bank, so that the said dividend of the first day 
of April, 1850, shall not reduce the value of said capital stock 
below twenty-five dollars for each share. And the said Pier- 
point, Clark and Black, or a majority of them, shall further as- 
certain and decide what sum of money shall be paid to the present 
stockholders, and their assigns, by said bank, for expenses in- 
curred previous to said decision, for the future benefit of said 
bank ; which sum, thus ascertained, shal! be paid to the present 
stockholders and their assigns, by said bank, after the third day 
of April, 1850, and before any further dividend shall be made. 
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Sec. 6. The directors of’ said bank shall prescribe the time, 
within which the remaining half of the additional stock hereby 
created shall be paid into said bank, arid until the same shall be 
paid, the new stockholders shall be entitled to receive only their 
just and equitable proportion of the profits of said bank. 

Sec. 7. This act shall take effect from its passage. 

Approved, October 24, 1849. 


No. 76—AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE FARMERS’ MUTUAL 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY. 


ft is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Vermont, as follows: 


Sec. 1. Alvah Sabin, fra Allen, Wiliam C. Kittredge, Wil- 
liam Mattocks, John H. Tower, W. M. Field, Carlos S. Noyes, 
Azel Spaulding, Henry Y. Barnes, Jacob Scott, Jeremiah TS - 
Marston, Joseph Poland, Daniel Woodward, John Colby and 
Samuel Wells, and all other persons who may’ hereafter be- 
come members of said company, in the manner herein prescrib- 
ed, are hereby*constituted a corporation, by the name of the 
Farmers? Mutual Fire Insurance Company, for the purpose of 
insuring their respective dwelling houses, barns, out build- 
ings, aud their personal property, against loss or damage by fire, 
whether the same shall happen by accident, lightning, or by 
any other means, excepting that of design in the insured, or by 
the invasion of an enemy, or insurrection of the citizens of this 
or any of the United States; and, by that name may sue and 
be sued, appear, prosecute, and defend, in any court of record 

or other place whatever; may haye and use a common seal ; 

may purchase and hold such real and personal estate as may 
be necessary to effect the objects of their association, and the 
same may sell and convey at pleasure; may make, establish 
and put in operation such by-laws, ordinances and resolutions, 
not repugnant to the laws of this State, as may seem necessary 
or convenient for their regulation and government, and for the 
management of their affairs, and do and execute all such acts 
and things as may be eee to carry into effect the purpos- 
es intended by this grant. 

Sec. 2. All persons who shall at any time become interest- 
ed in said company, by insuring therein, and also their respec- 
tive heirs, executors, administrators and assigns, continuing to. 
be insured therein as hereinafter provided, shall be deemed 
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and taken to be members thereof, for and during the terms spec- 
ified in their respective policies, and no loriger; and shall at 
all times be concluded and bound by.the-provisions of this act. 

‘Sec. 3. Alvah Sabin, Ira Allen, William C. Kittredge, Wil- 
liam Mattocks, J. H. Tower, W. M. Field, Carlos S. Noyes, 
Azel Spaulding, HenryY. Barnes, Jacob Scott, Jeremiah T. 
Marston, Joseph Poland, Daniel Woodward, John Colby and 
Samuel Wells, shall be the first directors of said corporation, 
and shall continue in office for one year after the passage of this 
act, and until others shall be chosen in their stead ; which board 
of directors shall thereafter be elected in each year, at an annual 
meeting to be held at Montpelier, in the State of Vermont, at 
such time as the corporation in their by-laws shall direct, of 
which election public notice shall be given m atleast one of — 
the newspapers printed at said Montpelier, thirty days immedi- 
ately preceding such election; and such election shall be heid 
under the inspection of three members (not being directors, ) to 
be appointed previous to every election, by the board of direc- 
tors; and such election shall be made by ballot or otherwise, 
as said company may direct, and the persons, being members of 
said company, receiving a plurality of all the votes, shall be du- 
ly elected. 

Sec. 4. The board of directors shall superintend the con- 
cerns of said company, and shall have the management of the 
funds and-property thereof, and all matters and things thereunto 
relating and not otherwise provided for by said company ; they 
may from time to time appoint a secretary, treasurer, and such 
other officers, agents, and assistants as to them. may seem nec- 
essary, and prescribe their duties, fix their compensation, take 
such security from time to time as they may deem necessary 
for the faithful performance of their respective duties, and re- 
move them at pleasure; they shall determine the rates of insur- 
ance, the sum to be insured on any building’ or buildings, or 
property therein, which shall in no case exceed the stim of two 
thousand five hundred dollars, on a single or combined risk, 
that could in the opinion of the directors burn by one fire, and 
the sum to be deposited in advance, for the insurance thereot ; 
they shall order and direct the making and issuing of all poli- 
cies of insurance, the providing of books, stationery and ail other 
things needful for the ofice of said company, and for carrying 
on the affairs thereof, and may draw upon the treasurer for all 
losses that may have happened, and for all the expenses incur- 
red in transacting the business of said company; they shall 
elect one of their own numbers president, and may hold their 
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meetings monthly, or oftener, if necessary for transacting the 
business of the company ; and they shall keep a record of their 
proceedings: and any director disagreeing with the majority of 
- the board at any meeting, may enter his dissent, with his reasons 
~ therefor, on record. 

Sec. 5. Every person who shall become a member of said 
company by effecting insurance, shall, before he receives his 
policy, deposit his promissory note, for such a sum of money 
as shall be determined by the directors, and shall pay a sum 
not exceeding one third of the amount of said note to the treas- 
urer of said company in money ; and the said deposit note shall . 
be payable, in part, or whole, at any time when the directors 
shall deem the same requisite for the payment of losses by fire, 
and such incidental expenses as shall be necessary for transact- 
ing the business of said company; and at the expiration of the 
term of insurance, or at the time of cancelling said policy, the 
said note or notes, or such part thereof as shall remain unpaid, 
after deducting all losses and expenses accruing and due on 
the same, shall be relinquished and given up to the maker there- 
of ; and said company may. lcan such portion of the moneys on 
hand as may not be immediately wanted for the purposes of | 
_said company, to be secured by mortgage on unincumbered real 
estate of double the value of the amount loaned. 

Sec. 6. Whenever any building shall be alienated by sale, 
or otherwise, the policy shall thereupon be void, and be surren- 
dered to said company, and the insured shall be entitled to re- 
ceive his, her, or their deposit notes, upon the payment of his, 
her or their proportion of all losses and expenses that have ac- 
crued prior to such surrender: Provided, however, that the 
grantee or alienee having the policy assigned, may have the 
same ratified and confirmed to him, her or them, for his, her or 
their use and benefit, upon application to the directors,. and 
with their consent, within thirty days next after such alien- 
ation, on giving proper security to the satisfaction of the said 
directors for such proportion of the deposit or premium note as 
shall remain unpaid, and by such certification and confirmation 
the party causing the same shall be entitled to all the rights, 
privileges, and subject to all the liabilities, to which the origi- 
nal party insured was entitled and subject under this act. 

Sec. 7. Every member of said company shall be bound 
and obliged to pay his proportion of all losses and expenses 
happening or accruing in and to said company ; and all build- 
ings insured by and with said company, together with the 
right, title and interest of the assured to the lands on which 
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they stand, shall be pledged to said company; and the said 
company shall have a lien thereon, against the assured, during 
the continuance of his, her or their policies. 

Sec. 8. In case of any loss or damage by fire happening to 
any member, upon property insured in and with said company, 
the said member shall give notice thereof in writing, to the di- 
rectors or some one of them, or to thesecretary of said company, 
within thirty days from the time such loss or damage may have 
happened ; and the directors, upon a view of the same, or in 
such other way as they may deem proper, shall ascertam and 
determine the amount of said loss or damage ; and if the party 
suffering 1s not satisfied with the determination of the directors, 
the question may be submitted to referees, or the said party 
may bring an action against said company for loss or damages 
at the next court to be held in and for the county of Washing- 
ton, or in the county in which ‘said party may reside, or in 
which said loss or damage by fire may have happened, and not 
afterwards, unless said court shall be held within sixty days 
after said determination ; but if held within that time, then at 
the next court held in said county thereafter; and if, upon 
trial of such action, a greater sum shall be recovered than the 
amount determined upon by the directors, the party suffering 
shall have judgment therefor against said company, with inter- 
est thereon from the time such loss or damage happeed, and 
costs of suit; but if no more shall be recovered than the a- 
mount aforesaid, the party shall become nonsuit; and the said 
company shall recover their costs: Provided, however, that 
the judgment last mentioned shall in no wise affect the claim 
of said suffering party to the amount of loss or damage, as de- 
termined by the directors aforesaid; and, provided, also, that 
execution shall not issue on any judgment against said company 
until the expiration.of three months from the rendition thereof. 

Sec. 9. ‘The directors shall, after receiving notice of any 
loss or damage by fire, sustained by any member, and ascer- 
taining the same, or after the rendition of any judgment as 
aforesaid against said company for such loss or damage, setile 
and determine the. sums to be paid by the several members 
thereof, as their respective proportion of such loss, and publish 
the same in such manner as they shall see fit, or as the by-laws 
shall have prescribed ; and the sum to be paid by each mem- 
. ber shall always be in proportion to the original amount of his 
deposit note or notes, and shall be paid to the treasurer within 
thirty days next after the publication of said notice; and if 
any member shall, for the space of thirty days after the publi- 
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cation of said notice, neglect or refuse to pay the sum assessed 
upon him, her, or them, as his, her, or their proportion of any 
loss as aforesaid, in such case, the directors may sue for and re- 
cover the whole amount of his, her, or their deposit note or 
notes, with costs of suit; and the money thus collected shall 
remain in-the treasury of said company, subject to the payment 
of such losses as may have or may thereafter accrue; and the 
balance, if any remain, shall be returned to the party from 
whom it was collected, on demand, after thirty days from the 
expiration of the term for which insurance was made. 

Sec. 10. If it shall ever so happen that the whole amount 
“of deposit notes should be insufficient to pay the loss occasioned 
by any one fire or fires, the sufferers insured by said company 
shall receive, towards making good their respective losses, a pro- 
portionate dividend of the whole amount of said notes, accord- 
ing to the.sums by them respectively insured, and in addition 
thereto, a sum to be assessed on all the penbers of the com 
pany, not exceeding fifty cents on every hundred dollars by 
them respectively insured ; and the said members shall never 
be required to pay for any loss, occasioned by fire .at any one 
time, more than fifty cents on each hundred dollars insured iun 

said company, in addition to the amount of his deposit note, 
nor more than that amount for any such loss after his said note 
shall have been paid in and expended; but any member, upon 
payment of the whole of his deposit note, and surrendering his 
policy, before any subsequent loss or expense has oceurred, may 
be discharged from said company. 
_ SEC. 11. The said company may make insurance for any 
term not exceeding ten years; and any policy of insurance is- 
sued by said company, signed by the president, and counter- 
signed by the secretary, shall be deemed valid and binding on 
said company in all cases where the assured has a title in fee 
simple, unincumbered, to the building or buildings insured, and 
to the land covered by the same; but if the insured have a less 
estate therein, or if the premises be incumbered, the policy shall 
be void, unless the true title of the assured and the incumbran- 
ces of the premises be expressed therein, and in the application 
herefor. . 

Sec. 12. The directors shall settle and pay all losses within 
three months after they shall have been notified, as aforesaid ; 
but no allowance is to be made in estimating damages in any 
case, for gilding, historical or landscape painting, stucco or—= 
carved work. f 

sec. 13. If any alteration should be made in any house or 
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uilding, by the proprietor thereof, after insurance has been 
made thereon with said company, whereby it may be exposed 
to greater risk or hazard from fire than it was at the time it was 
insured, the insurance made upon such house or building shall 
be void, unless an additional premium and deposit, after such 
alteration, be settled with and paid to the directors; but no al- 
terations or repairs in buildings, not increasing such risk or haz- 
ard, shall in any wise affect insurance previously made thereon. 

Sec. 14. In case any building or buildings situated upon 
leased lands and insured by said company, be destroyed by 
fire, the directors may retain the amount of the premium note 
given for insurance thereof, until the time for which insurance 
-was made shall have expired; and at the expiration thereof, — 
the assured shall have the right to demand and receive such 
part of said retained sum or sums as has not been expended in 
losses and assessments. l 
Sec. 15. Each and every one of the directors of said com-. 

pany shall, before he enters upon the duties of his office, give 
bonds to the treasurer of this State, in the sum of five thousand ._ 
dollars, with good and sufficient surety or sureties, to the satis- 
faction of the said treasurer, conditioned for the faithful dis- 
charge of the duties of “his office, agreeably to the regulations, 
requirements and restrictions of this act ; and on the complaint 
of any person who has been injured by the misconduct of any 
director, the said treasurer shall cause said bond to be put in 
suit on receiving security to indemnify the State against costs, 
and shall certify to the court who is the prosecutor in such 
case, and the said court may, on motion of the defendants in 
such cause, order the prosecutor to find sureties to indemnify 
the defendants for their costs, should he fail to prosecute or re- 
cover thereon ; and if the defendants shall plead performance 
of the conditions of said bond, the prosecutor may reply as 
many breaches respecting his interest as he shall think fit; and 
the jury, on trial of such issues as shall be put to them, shall 
assess damages for such breaches as the prosecutor shall prove, 
and the court shall enter up judgment for the whole penalty of 
the bond, and issue execution in favor of the prosecutor for such 
um as the jury shall have found for damages and the costs; 
and the judgment shall remain for the benefit of such person or 
persons as may, by a scire facias thereon, shew that they have 
been injured by any breaches of the condition of said bond ; 
and if the prosecutor shall fail to recover in such suit, the court 
shall award costs to the defendants, and thereof issue execution 
against such prosecutor. 
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Sec. 16. If insurance on any house or building shall be and 
subsist in said company, and in any other office, or from and by 
any other person or persons, at the same time, the insurance 
made in and by said company shall be deemed and become void, 
unless such double insurance subsist with the consent of the di- 
fectors, signified by endorsement on the back of the policy, 
signed ‘by the President and Secretary. 

Sec. 17. This act shall be’ unlimited in its duration, and 
shall be under the direction and control of the legislature, to 
alter, amend, or repeal, as the public g good and interest of the 
company may require. 

Sec. 18. The board of directors of said company, after the 
first year, shall consist of a number not exceeding twenty, nor 
less than nine, any five of whom shall constitute a quorum for 
the transaction of business; and all vacancies happening in said 
board may be filled by the remaining members, until the next 
annual meeting, anda majority of the whole number shall con- 
stitute a quorum for the transaction of said business. Special 
meetings of the company may be called by order of the direct- 
ors, or in such other manner as the by-laws thereof may. have 
prescribed. 

Sec. 19. The judges of the supreme and county courts, 
within their respective jurisdictions, are hereby authorized and 
required to hear, try and determine all actions and causes that 
come before them, in which the Farmers’ Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company is a party, notwithstanding they may‘be members of 
said company, by having property insured therein, unless the ad- 
verse party in such actions or suits shall object ther reto. l 

Sec. 29. No person shall be adjudged incompetent to testi- 
fy asa witnesss in any action or cause, in which said insurance 
company is a party, by reason of his being a member of said 
company. 

Sec. 21. Jurors in all the courts in this State shall be re- 
quired to sit in the trial of all actions or suits, in which the said 
insurance company is a party, notwithstanding they may be 
members thereof, by having property insured therein, unless 
specially objected thereto for this cause, by one of the parties to 
such action or suit. 

Szc. 22. Any sheriff or other officer, within his jurisdiction, 
may serve or execute any writ or other process to him directed, 
in wich said insurance company is a party, notwithstanding 

such officer shall be a member of said company, by being in- 
sured therein, any aw or usage to the contrary notwithstanding. 
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Sec. 23. No policy shall be issued by said company until 
application shall be made for insurance of fifty thousand dollars, 
at least. 

Sec. 24.. This corporation shall be located at Montpelier, in 
the county of Washington. 

Sec. 25.- This act shall take effect from its passage. 

Sec. 26. This corporation shall not take any risk or effect 
any insurance upon any property situated without this State. 


Approved, November 13th, 1849. 


w 
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No. 77.—AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE BURLINGTON LIFE, 
FIRE, AND MARINE INSURANCE COMPANY. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Vermont, as follows : . 


Sec. 1. John H. Peck, Albert L. Catlin, Wyllys ivan 
William H. Wilkins, jr., Daniel B. Buckley, Gustavus A. Austin, 
Dan Lyon, Lucius È. Chittenden, and their present and future 
associates, successors or assigns, are hereby constituted a body 
corporate by the name of the Burlington Life, Fire, and Marine 
Insurance Company, for the purpose of making insurance on 
single lives, joint lives, and survivorships, and for making re- 
versionary payments, and for making insurance-upon buildings, 
vessels, and other property against losses by fire or otherwise, 
and all other contracts whatever pertaining to the business of 
life, fire, and marine insurance, and by that name may sue 
and be sued, prosecute and defend; may have aclerk and a 
common seal, and shall be vested with all the privileges, immu- 
nities, and powers incident to life, fire, and marine insurance 
companies in the United States. 

Sec. 2. The said corporation shall be located at Burlington, 
in the county of Chittenden, and its officers shall be a presi- 
dent, who shall be ex officio a member of the board of direct- 
ors, eight directors, a treasurer, and a secretary, who shall ex 
officio be clerk of said corporation. 

Sec. 3. The capital stock of said corporation shall be two 
hundred and fiftv thousand dollars, and shall be divided into five 
hundred shares of five hundred dollars each. 

Sec. 4. Whenever the said incorporate persons shall have 
procured subscriptions to said capital stock to the amount of fifty 
thousand dollars, John H. Peck, Wyllys Lyman, and Dan Lyon 
are empowered to call a meeting of the stockholders for the pur- 
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pose of electing the officers mentioned in the second section of 
this act, and the officers elected at such meeting shall hold their 
offices for the term of one year from such election, and such 
officers shall be elected annually thereafter ; each share of said 
stock shall entitle a stockholder to one vote, and such election 
shall be made by a plurality of the votes cast by the stockheld- 
ers, who shail attend for that pripone either in person or by 
proxy. 

Sec. & Before said company shall commence the ree 
of insurance under this act, the president thereof shall declare 

- on oath before a justice of ihe supreme court of this State, that 
the sum of fifty thousand dollars of said capital stock has been 
subscribed and paid in, but the amount of such capital stock 
may at the pleasure of the directors be taken either m money, 
United States stocks, the public stocks of any State, or the stocks 
of any bank in this State, at the par value of such stocks re- 
spectively, and no such stocks shall be received, the market val- 
ue whereof is less than their par value; and when such capital 
stock shall be increased, the president shall further declare on 
oath before such justice, that the amount of- such inereased cap- 
ital has been paid in pursuant to the provisions of this act; and 
the said justice shall fle with the county clerk of the county 
wherein such corporation is located, a certificate of all such 
oaths by him administered. 

Ssc. 6. The board of directors of said company are hereby 
empowered safely and permanently to invest all the funds, cap- 
ital or stock of the said corporation, not required for immediate 
use in the payment of losses and contingent expenses, for the 

enefit of said company, and said board may make all necessary 
contracts to such investment. 

Ssc. 7. -The said company are empowered to hold real es- 
tate to an amount not exceeding fifteen thousand dollars, for the 
purpose of securing suitable offices for the institution, and may 
lease, convey, and receive conveyances of the same at pleasure. 

Src. 8. Immediately-after the organization of said company 
under the fourth section of this act, the board of directors so 
chosen may provide for the issuing of certificates of stock to 
the stockholders, and for the transfer of the same, and may adopt 
all such by-laws, rules and regulations for the management of 
the affairs of said company as they may deem expedient. 

Sec. 9. The board of directors of said company shall be 
empowered to appoint all such officers and agents as their by- 
laws shall provide or the necessities of said company may re- 
quire. 
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Sec. 10. All claims for-losses or of any other character, be- 
fore any suits shall be-commenced or prosecuted therefor, shall 
be presented to one of the board of directors of said company, 
and payment thereof demanded; and no suits shall be com- 
menced or prosecuted for such claim, within ninety days from 
the time when the same shall have been presented, and pay- 
ment thereof demanded as aforesaid. , 

Sec. 11. All the officers of the said company, named in the 
second section hereof, shall be resident citizens of this State, 
and this act shall be under the control of the Legislature, to al- 
ter, amend or repeal, as the interests of said company or the 
‘public good may require. 

Sec. 12. This act shall take effect from its passage. 

Sec. 13. Said company shall annually make report to the 
Legislature of the true situation and standing of said company, 
verified by the oath of the president and secretary of said com- 
pany. 

Approved, October 30th, 1849. 
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No. 78.—AN ACT TO AMEND THE CHARTER OF THE NATIONAL ~ 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Vermont, as follows: 


Sec. 1. The act entitled an act to incorporate the National 
Life Insurance Company of the United States, approved No- 
vember 13, 1848, is hereby so amended as to allow the said 
company the privilege of filling up the subscriptions, and secu- 
ring the payments of the required capital, whenever the board of 
trustees shall deem it expedient or necessary. 

Sec 2. Said company may commence business under their 
said charter whenever. two hundred persons shall have sub- 
‘scribed, to insure each the sum of one thousand dollars or more, 
upon their lives, for one or more years, or for life; or an aggre- 
gate of two hundred thousand dollars; or whenever the sum of 
twenty-five thousand dollars of reserved guarantee capital ‘shall * 
have been subscribed and paid in, or secured, as provided in 
.the act hereby amended. 

_ Sec. 3. In addition to.the securities allowed said company 

for. investing their capital, by the original act hereby amended, 
said company may receive sueh personal securities, and railroad 
or bank stock, as the trustees.shall deem expedient. : 

i 8 


114 CORPORATIONS. [A. D. 


Sec. 4. The business and affairs of said company shall be 
managed by a board of twenty-five trustees, or directors, ten of 
whom shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of any bus- 
iness; and said board shall: choose one of their number for 
president, and three for vice presidents, and shall appoint such 
-other officers and agents as the by-laws shall provide. . 

Sec. 5. W illiam C. Kittredge, Edmund Weston, Robert P. 
Dunlap, Julius Converse, Jackson A. Vail, Luther W. Ander- 
son, Homer W. Heaton, John A. Page, Joseph B. Danforth, Jr.; 
George Langdon, William Upham, Joseph H. Barrett, Paul Dil- 
lingham, Lucius B. Peck, William C. Bouck, Julius Y. Dewey, 
William C. Bradlee, Benjamin Balch, Danièl Baldwin, Homer 
E. Hubbell, Timothy P. Redfield, William Weston, Samuel 8. - 
Phelps, Nathaniel H. Eaton, and Edward A. Stansbury are 
hereby constituted said board of trustees or directors, and shall 
hold their office for one year, and until others are elected, agree- 
ably to the by-laws; and the first meeting of said board of 
trustees shall be held at the house of Mahlon Cottrill, in Mont- 
pelier, on the sixth day of November, A. D. 1849, at seven 
o’clock P. M. 

Sec. 6. Said corporation shall be located i in Montpelier. © 

Sec. 7. Absent members may vote by proxy, when duly 
authorized in writing. | 

Sec. 8. This act shall take effect from its passage. 

Approved, October 26th, 1849. 


No. 79.—AN ACT TO ESTABLISH THE FEMALE COLLEGIATE 
INSTITUTE AT NEWBURY. 


It is hereby y enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, as follows : 


Sec. 1. There is hereby established and constituted a Fe- | 
male Institute, at Newbury, in the county of Orange, to be 
known by the name of ‘the Newbury Female Collegiate Insti- 
tute. 

Sec. 2. Edmund S. Janes of the city of New York, Elisha 
J. Scott, and Sylvester P. Williams of Montpelier, Justin S paul- 
ding, Joseph E. King, George W. Campbell, James D. Butler 
and John Buxton of Newbury, David Merrill of Peacham, Silas 
“McKeen of Bradford, William Hebard of Chelsea, Paul Dil- 
Hingham of Waterbury, Theron Howard of Danville, Roderick 
Richardson of Waitsfield, and Nathaniel S. Berry of Hebron, 


1849. ] CORPORATIONS. 15 


New Hampshire, and their successors in office, are constituted 
a body politic and corporate, with the rights, powers and privi- 
leges belonging to similar institutions, by the name of the New- 
bury Female Collegiate Institute. 

Sec. 3. The said corporation may have a common seal, and 
the same alter at pleasure, may sue and be sued by their corpo- 
rate name, may make their own by-laws, rules and regulations, 
not repugnant to the constitution and laws of this State, for the 
regulation of said Institute; and may purchase, take and hold 
real and personal, estate, to an amount not exceeding twenty 
thousand dollars. 

Sec. 4. The first meeting of said corporation shall be hold- 
en at the seminary boarding house,in Newbury, on the thir- 
teenth day of November next, at which meeting, five members 
of said corporation residing in this State. when met, and at all 
subsequent meetings duly warned, shall constitute a quorum 
for the transaction of business. 

Sec. 5. Said trustees shall hold their offices until others are 
elected in their place, and may supply any vacancy which may 
occur in their board, by death, or otherwise, at any meeting 
regularly warned and holden for that purpose, agreeably to the 
rules and regulations which may be adopted by said corpora- 
tion; and they may at their first meeting after the passage of 
this act, and annually thereafter, choose, from their own board, 
a president, treasurer, and secretary, and may from time to time 
fill all vacancies occurring in the said offices. 

Sec. 6, Said corporation may appoint a president of said 
institute, and such professors and instructors as may at any time 
be necessary for the instruction of pupils therein, in the arts and 
sciences, and in all the necessary, useful and ornamental branch- 
es of a thorough and liberal education, such as are taught in 
the best female colleges or academies, and the same remove at 
pleastire, and prescribe such mode of study and instruction 
therein, as they may judge best, and may confer on the pupils, 
whom they shall deem worthy thereof, all such literary honors 
and degrees as are usually conferred by ‘the best female colleges, 
institutions or academies. 

Sec. 7. This act shall be under the control of the. Legisla- 
lature, to alter, amend, or repeal, as the public good may require. 

Approved, November 12th, 1849. 
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No. 80.—AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE BARRE ACADEMY. 


It ts hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, as follows: 


Sec. 1., Newell Kinsman, Dennison K. Smith, Leonard 
Keith, Nathaniel Dodge, Samuel Harrington, Amos E. Bigelow, 
Abraham Barker, David D. Wing, Orvis French and W. H. 
Ellis, their associates and successors, are hereby constituted a 
body politic and corporate, with all the rights, powers and priv- 
ileges belonging to similar institutions, to be known by the 
name of the Barre Academy, in Barre, in the county of Wash- 
ington. 

Sec. 2. Said corporation may have a common seal, and the. 
same alter at pleasure, may sue and be sued by their corporate 
name, make their own by-laws, rules and regulations, not re-. 
pugnant to the constitution and laws of this State, for the reg- 
ulation of said school; may take and hold by gift, grant or 
purchase, devise or otherwise, real or personal estate, to the 
amount of ten thousand dollars, and the same manage and dis- 
pose of for the benefit of said school.. 

Sec. 3. Said corporation may increase the number of its 
trustees to fifteen, a majority of whom shall constitute a quo- 
rum for the transaction of business, and may supply any vacan- 
cies which may happen in said board of trustees, by death, res- 
ignation or otherwise, at any meeting of said board duly warn- 
ed and held for that purpose, agreeably to the rules which may 
be adopted for that purpose; and any one of the corporators, 
the others neglecting to act, is authorized to warn the first 
meeting of said corporation, at any time within six months 
‘from the passage of this act, for the purpose of transacting proper 
business, making rules and regulations, choosing officers, and 
appointing times of annual or other meetings, for the benefit 
of said corporation; and the first meeting of said corporation 
shall be notified, by posting up the notice of the same in four 
public places, in said town of Barre, at least ten days before the 
time of such meeting. 

Sec. 4. This act shall be inder the control of future Legis- 
latures, to alter, amend, or repeal, as the public good may re- 
quire. 


Approved, November 13th, 1849. 
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No. 81—AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE FRANKLIN ACADEM- 
ICAL INSTITUTION. 


Tt is hereby enacted by the ne Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, as follows : 


Sec. 1. Orrin Monson, John Adams, Charles Felton, Lyn- 
don S. French, Vincent Horskins, Philip S. Gates, Nahum 
Temple, Erastus Hubbard, William Webster, William C. Fel- 
ton, Peter Chase, and J. H. Hubbard, their associates and suc- 
cessors, are hereby constituted a body politic and corporate, 
with all the rights, powers, duties and privileges, belonging to 
similar institutions, to be known by the name of the Franklin 
Academical Institution, to be located in Franklin, in the coun- 
ty of Franklin. 

Sec. 2. Said corporation may have a common seal, and the 
same alter at pleasure; may sue and be sued by their corporate 
name ; make their own by-laws, rules and regulations, not re- 
pugnant to the constitution and laws of this State; may take 
and hold, by gift, grant, purchase, demise or otherwise, real or 
personal estate to the amount of ten thousand dollars, and the 
same manage and dispose of for the benefit of said Academy. . 

Sec. 3. The first meeting of said corporation shall be held 
at the town hall in said Franklin, within six months from the 
passage of this act, and any two of the persons named in the 
first section of this act are authorized to call said meeting, by 
posting a notice thereof in three public places, in said town, at 
least six days before the time appointed, and any six of said 
persons shall be a quorum for the transaction of business of the 
corporation. 

Sec. 4. ‘This act shall be under the contol of future legis- 
latures, to alter, amend, or repeal, as the public Boot may re- 
quire. 


Approved, November 13th, 1849. 


No. 82.—AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE NORTH BENNINGTON 
ACADEMY. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, as follows : — 


# 


Sec. 1. There is hereby established and constituted at the 
village of North Bennington, a high school, to be known by the 
name of the North Bennington Academy. 


S 
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Sec. 2. Asa Doty, Isaac Gale, Charles Hicks, Isaiah Mat- 
teson, 2d, William E. Hawkes, Paul M. Henry, Hiland Hall, 
Truman Estes, and Brownson Harmon, and their associates and 
successors, are constituted a body politic and corporate, with all 
the powers and privileges belonging to similar institutions, by 
the name of the North Bennington Academy. 

Sec. 3. The said corporation may have;a common seal, and 
the same alter at pleasure ; may sue and be sued; make their 
own by-laws, rules and regulations for the government of the 
said corporation and of the said academy, not repugnant to the 
constitution and laws of this State; may purchase, take and 
hold real and personal estate, to the arnount of ten thousand dol- 
lars in real, and five thousand dollars in personal estate. 

Sec. 4. Said corporation may increase the number of trus- 
tees to a nuthber not exceeding twenty, and ‘may supply any 
_ vacancy that may happen by death, or otherwise, at any meet- 
-ing regularly warned and held for ‘that purpose, agreeably to 
the rules and regulations which niay be adopted by said corpo- 
ration; and they shall have power to appoint, select, support, 
and remove, from time to time, all such teachers and officers as 
they may find necessary for the government and welfare of 
said institution. 

Sec. 5. The first meeting of said corporation shall be held 
at Doty’s hall, in the village of North Bennington, on the 15th 
day of December, 1849, at which meeting five members of 
said corporation, when met, and at any subsequent meeting, 
shall be a quorum to transact any business/ whatever. 

Sec. 6. This act shall be subject to the control of any fu- 
ture legislature. 


Approved, November 6th, 1849. 


i 
Sw en 


No. 83.—AN ACT TO INCORPORATE BELL INSTITUTE. 


Tt is hereby enacted by the General Assembly y of the State of 
Vermont, as follows: 


Sec. 1. John H. Tower, Jerome J. Beardsley, Martin C. 
Barney, John Story, Luther Brown and Daniel G..Sawyer, their 
associates and successors, are hereby constituted a body politic 
and corporate, for the maintenance of an academy for the pur- 
poses of education, with all the rights, powers, duties and pri- 
vileges belonging to similar institutions, to be known by the 
name of Bell Institute, to be established at Underhill. 
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, Sec. 2. Said corporation may have a common seal, and the 
same alter at pleasure ; may sue and be sued by their corporate 
name ; make their own by-laws, rules and regulations, not re- 
pugnant to the constitution and laws of this State; may take 
and hold by gift, grant, purchase and demise, or otherwise, 
real and personal estate to the amount of ten thousand dollars, 
and the same manage and dispose of for the benefit of said cor- 
poration. : 

Sec. 3. The first meeting of said corporation shall be hold- 
en at the house recently erected in the village of Underhill 
Flat, in the town of Underhill, for an academy building, within 
three months from the passage of thisact; and the said John 
H. "Yower is authorized to call said meeting, by giving notice 
thereof to the persons before named ; and any five of said per- 
sons shall be a quorum to transact business for said corporation. 
_ Src. 4. This act shall be under the control of future legis- 

latures. 

Approved, 26th October, 4849. 


No. 84.—AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE VILLAGE OF BEN- 
NINGTON. 

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Vermont, as follows: 

Sec. 1. That part of the town of Bennington included with- 
m the following bounds, to wit :—beginning at the south west 
corner of. Jedediah Dewey’s farm, and running thence north, 
nine degrees east, on said Dewey’s west line, one hundred and 
thirty rods, to A. P. Lyman’s land, thence northwardly to the 
center, between the dwelling house of said A. P. Lyman and 
the dwelling house of Lyman Harrington, in a straight line to 
the north side of the highway, and on the south line of said 
Dewey’s land ; thence west wardly on the north side of said high- 
way to the north corner of said Dewey’s land; thence northwardly 
onthe west side of said Dewey’s land, to lands owned by Lyman 
Patchin ; thence eastwardly on said Patchin’s south line to the 
west bank of the river; thence down the said river upon the west 
bank thereof to its confluence with the Roaring Branch ; thence 
up the said branch, upon its south bank, to the west bank of Col- 
vin’s canal; thence south on the west bank of said canal and on- 
ward thirty-two and a half rods to a small cherry tree ; thence 
south sixty-nine degrees west to the road and onward on the south 
line of S. L. Godfrey’s land, and across the mill Pond to the high- 
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way leading to the Weeks farm ; thence south, four degrees east, 
on the east line of: said highway, seventy-nine rods to the south 
west corner of M. C. Morgan’s land ; thence north seventy-nine 
degrees west, on the south line of original lots, three hundred 
and one rods, to the place of beginning, shall hereafter be known 
by the name of the Village of Bennington; and the inhabitants 

— of said village are hereby constituted a body politic and corpo- 
rate, with the usual powers incident to public corporations, to be’ 
known by the name of the Village of Bennington. 

Sec. 2. An annual meeting of said corporation shall be 
held on the first Monday of January, at two o’clock, P. M. at 
the town house in said Bennington, or at such other time and 
place as said corporation shall hereafter appoint, of which ano- 
tice shall be posted at two public places in said village, and pub- 
lished once in any newspaper published therein, at least ten 
days previous to said meeting, which notice shall be signed by 
the clerk of said corporation, and in case of his failure, by the 
trustees, and for want of such tmistees, by a majority of the 
justices of the peace residing in said village, who shall in this 
manner give notice of the first meeting, and organize the same ; 
and whenever five legal voters of said corporation shall so re- 
quest, the clerk, and upon his neglect or refusal, the trustees, 
may call a special meeting of said corporation, giving like no- 
tice of the same, and specifying in such notice the object of 
said meeting, and at such meeting none but inhabitants quali- 
fied by law to vote in town meetings in said town, and who 
shall have resided for one year within the bounds herein or 
hereinafter established for said village, shall be entitled to vote. 

Sec. 3. At every annual meeting, said corporation shall, 
by ballot, if called for, elect for the ensuing year, and until 
their places are filled by due elections, a moderator, who shall 
preside at all meetings, with the powers of a moderator at town 
meetings; a clerk, who shall keep a record of all the proceed- 
ings of said corporation, with power to certify copies of the 
same, and who shall perform the usual duties of a clerk ; seven 
trustees, who shall have management of the affairs of said cor- 
poration, and the necessary powers for that purpose; who may 
fill vacancies in the offices of said corporation, and may act by 
majority, and of whom the oldest+in office, present at any meet- 

- = ing, shall preside when the moderator is absent ; a treasurer and 
collector, who shall be sworn, and who shall discharge the usu- 
al duties of such offices, and give bonds, if required, for the 
faithful performance of the same: Provided, That if the an- 
nual meeting shall fail to be holden for the want of the notice: 
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herein before mentioned, or for any other cause, the corporation 
shall not thereby be prejudiced, and the several officers afore- 
- said may at any time thereafter be elected at a special meeting 
called for that purpose, as herein before provided. 

Sec. 4. ‘The trustees of said corporation shall have power 
to direct the expenditure of such portion, not being less than 
two thirds of the highway taxes assessed, upon the polls and 
rateable estate within said village, as the selectmen of: the said 
town of Bennington may assess tothem ; and may lay out, alter, 
maintain and discontinue any street, road, lane or walk, in said 
village, and appraise and settle the damages therefor, causing 
their proceedings to be recorded in the town clerk’s office in 
said town: Provided, That any person aggrieved with the 
proceedings shall have the like opportunity of applying to the 
county court for the county of Bennington, to obtain redress, as 
is or may be allowed by law to those aggrieved by the proceed- 
ings of the selectmen in similar cases. 

Sec. 5. Said corporation a elect, in like manner with the 
officers above mentioned, seven fire wardens, who shall have 
power in times of fire to suppress all tumults and riots, by force, 
if necessary ; to direct the labor of all persons present during 
the continuance of such fire; to remove goods and effects en- 
dangered by such fires, and protect the same from waste'and 
depredation ; to pull down or remove any house, store or other 
building, when they deem it necessary to prevent the spreading 
of such fires, for which neither they nor their assistants shall 
be made liable ; and to require of the inhabitants of said village, 
their aid and assistance for the several purposes aforesaid ; and 
said fire wardens may inspect the manner of manufacturing and 
keeping gunpowder, lime, ashes, matches, lights, fire works of 
all kinds, and other combustibles, and the construction and re- 
pairs of all fire-places, stoves, flues and chimneys, in said vil- 
lage, and a majority of said fire wardens may, if they deem 
the same dangerous, order the persons manufacturing and keep- 
ing gunpowder, lime, ashes, matches, lights, fire works or 
combustibles, in what manner to manufacture and keep the 
same, and the occupiers or owners of such fire-places, stoves, 
flues or chimneys, how to repair the same; and every person 
refusing or neglecting to obey such order, shall forfeit and pay 
a fine not exceeding seven dollars. 

Sec. 6. Said corporation may direct the formation and reg- 
ulate the proceedings of such engine companies, and hook and 
ladder companies, as they.may judge best, the members, of 
which, who are inhabitants of said village to the number of 
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thirty-six, shall be exempt from the operation of the militia 
laws of the State, in the time of peace. 

SEC. 7. The said corporation may purchase, hold and con- 
vey any real estate, and erect and keep in repair any building 
—necessary for their purposes; and may construct and maintain 
such acqueducts and reservoirs as they judge best, and may by 
by-laws regulate the construction. location and use of hay- 
scales, markets and slaughter houses, groceries and victualling 
shops, and the erection of dwelling houses and other buildings, 
so as best-to provide for the safety of said village; restrain all 


nuisances, direct the cleaning, repairing and improvement of ` 
streets, highways, commons and walks, and their preservation. 


from injury, light the same, keep a watch, restrain cattle, hors- 
es, sheep, swine, geese and other creatures from going at large, 
and provide for planting and preserving shade and other trees; 
and may impose any fine not exceeding twenty-five dollars for 
the breach of any such by-laws; which fines, as well as the 
fines imposed in the fifth section of this act, if prosecuted with- 
in three months, may be recovered before any justice of the 
peace for said county, in an action of debt, declaring generally 
for the breach of said section or such by-law. 

Sec. 8. The corporation may, at any annual meeting, or 
special meeting called for that purpose, as herein before provid- 
ed, lay a tax on the polls of the inhabitants of said village, and 
the rateable estate within the same, whether of residents or 
non-residents, for any of the purposes herein before mentioned ; 
and the trustees shall make out a rate bill accordingly, and de- 
liver the same to the collector, who shall have the same power 
to collect such tax as the coltector of town taxes; and may in 
like manner sell property to satisfy the same, and for want 
thereof commit any person against whom he has such tax to 
jail; and hereafter it shall be the duty of the listers of the 
town of Bennington, in making the list of said town, to desig- 
nate therein such of the real estate as shall be within the lim- 
its of the village of Bennington. 

Sec. 9. No member of said corporation shall be deemed 
thereby incompetent to act as judge, juror, sheriff, constable, or 
witness in any cause or proceeding in which said cor poration 
shall be interested. 

Sze. 10. This act may be altered or repealed by any future 
legislature. ) 

Sec. 11. At the first meeting of the legal voters of said 
village of Bennington, to be holden as provided in section two 
of this act, the justices warning such meeting shall insert in 
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such warning an article, as follows: “ To see if the legal voters 
of the village of Bernington will accept, adopt and approve of 
the act of incorporation of such village;” and if a majority of 
the legal voters present at such meeting are in favor thereof, 
then this act shall be in full force, otherwise void and of no ef- 
fect whatever. 


Approved, November 3d, 1849. 


\ 


No. 85—AN ACT TO IMCORPORATE THE VILLAGE OF CAS- 
. TLETON, 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 


Vermont, as follows: 


Sec. 1. That part cf the town of Castleton, in the county 
of Rutland, included within the following bounds, to wit: be- 
ginning at the south bank of Castleton river, at Higley’s dam, 
so called, thence westerly on the south bank of said river, to 
land owned by Benjamin F. Langdon, and known as the Rem- 
ington farm; thence southerly to the falls, at the side-of the 
Deming saw mill: thence east, to Erastus Higley’s éast line; 
thence “northerly io the place of beginning ; shall hereafter be 
known by the name of the Village of Castleton. 

Sec. 2. The inhabitants of said village, qualified by law to 
vote in town meetings, shall meet on the fir st Monday of Janu- 
ary next, at two o’clock in the afternoon, at the town house in 
said Castleton, and shall, at said meeting, or an adjourned meet- 
ing held in said month, ‘elect a-clerk, five trustees, a treasurer 
and a collector of taxes, who shall hold their respective offices 
one year, and until others are chosen in their stead: and notice 
of said meeting shall be given, by publishing this section in a 

newspaper printed in said village, or by posting it up in three 
public places therein, before the fifteenth day of December 
next. 

Sec. 3. A meeting of said inhabitants shall, after the first - 
election aforesaid, be held annually, on the first Monday of Jan- 
uary, for the purpose of electing the officers above mentioned, 
and for the transaction of any business specified in the warning 
of said meeting, which warning shall be signed by the clerk, 
and shall specify such other business to be done at said meeting 
besides the choice of officers, as the trustees shall direct, and 
shall be published in a newspaper in said village, cr posted up 
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in three public places therein, at least ten days before such meet- 
ing. 

Sec. 4. The inhabitants residing in said village are hereby 
constituted a body politic and corporate, by the name of the 
Village of Castleton, and by that name shall have succession, 
may sue and be sued, in all courts whatever; may have a com- 
mon seal and the same alter at pleasure; may purchase, hold, 
and convey, real and personal estate, for the use of said village ; 
may tax themselves and levy and collect the same, for the pur- 
pose aforesaid, or carry into effect any legal vote or by-law of 
said corporation: Provided, That no tax shall be assessed ex- 
cept by vote, at a meeting of said inhabitants, warned for that 
purpose. 

Szc. 5. ‘The said corporation may enact such besiege and 
regulations, as they shall from time to time deem expedient, es- 
pecially such as may relate to their streets, lanes, side walks and 
commons, and the shade and ornamental trees thereon: to ` 
slaughter houses and nuisancés generally: to a watch and the , 
lighting of the streets of said village; to the restraining of an- 
imals from running at large; to the erection and regulation of 
buildings and-hay scales ; to the preservation of buildings, with 
the right of directing alterations in stoves, fire-places, and all 
causes from which damage by fire may be apprehended ; to fire 
engines and other apparatus necessary to extinguish fires, and the 
using and keeping the same in repair; to the manufacture and 
safe keeping of ashes, gunpowder, and all combustibles. And 
said corporation may assess - fines and forfeitures for the, breach 
of any of their by-laws, not exceeding twenty-five dollars for 
any one offence, to be prosecuted and recovered by action of 
debt, before any justice of the peace in said village, in which 
action it shall be sufficient to declare generally, that the defend- 
ant or defendants are indebted to said corporation, in the amount 
of fine, forfeiture, or penalty; for the breach of the particular 
by-law violated by such party, under -which declaration, special 
matter may be given in evidence: and the inhabitants of said 
village, not otherwise incapacitated, may be admitted as witnes- 
ses, in any suit or action, in which said COR aa may be a 
party. 

Sec. 6. The said clerk, treasurer, and ssiteston shall be 
sworn to a faithful discharge of their duties, and the treasurer 
and collector shall give bonds, with sureties, to the corporation, 
in such sums as the trustees shall direct, for the faithful poner: 
mance of their respective duties. 


Sec. 7. The clerk shall keep records of all the proceedings 
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of ‘said corporation, and gives copies of the same when required, 
and may receive such fees as town clerks are entitled to receive 
for like services ; he shall also warn meetings of the corporation, 
-both annual and special, agreeably to the direction of said trus- 
tees, who are authorized to call special meetings of said corpo- 
ration, causing the same to be warned in the manner prescribed 
for warning annual meetings. . 

Sec. 8. The said trustees shall make out and deliver to the 
collector an assessment or rate bill of all taxes that shall be laid 
by said corporation: they shall see that all the by-laws of the 
corporation are duly executed, direct all prosecutions for breach- 
es of the same, and gerierally take care of all the prudential 
concerns of the corporation, and perform all duties legally en- 
joined on them by said corporation: and all powers by this act 
given to said trustees may be exercised by a majority of them; 
and in case of the death, removal, absence or incapacity of the 

- clerk, the trustees may designate one of their number to per- 
. form the duties of clerk, and may fill any temporary vacancy in 
any office in said village. 

Sec. 9. The said corporation may alter the boundaries and 
limits of said village, with the consent of any person or persons 
to be included or excluded by such alteration ; and a record of 
all such alterations shall be made in the office of the town clerk 
of said town of Castleton. The inhabitants and territory of 
said village shall belong to said town of Castleton, in the same 
manner as before the passage of this act. 

Sec. 10. The inhabitants of said village may assess and 
collect taxes on the property situated within the limits of said 
vilage, belonging to non-residents therein, for the same purposes, 
and in the same manner that taxes may be now assessed and 
collected on the property situated within the limits of said vil- 
lage, belonging to residents therein. 

“Src. 11. -This act shall be subject to the control of the Le- 
gislature, to alter, amend, or repeal. 

Sec. 12. At the first or adjourned meeting of the legal vo- 
ters of said village, as provided in section two “of this act, there 
shall be an article in said warning substantially as follows,—*to 
see if the legal voters of said village will adopt, accept, and be 
bound by this act of incorporation ;” and if a majority of said 
legal voters, present at such meeting, are in favor thereof, then 
said act shall be binding and of fuil force, otherwise void and 
of no. effect. 

Approved, November 6th, 1849, 
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No. 86..—AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE BURLINGTON AQUE 
DUCT COMPANY. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, as follows : 


Sec. 1. ‘Frederick Smith, William H. Wilkins, jr., Ralph 
Landon, and John McDonald. Jr., and their associates and suc- 
cessors, are hereby constituted a body politic and corporate, by 
the name of the Burlington Aqueduct Company, and shall have 
perpetual succession, and by that name may sue and be sued, 
plead and be impleaded, appear, prosecute and defend in all 
suits and actions; may purchase, hold and convey real and per- 
sonal estate, to an amount not exceeding fifty thousand dollars; 
may have a common seal, and the same alter at pleasure; and 
shall have and enjoy all the privileges incident to corporations, 
for the purpose of constructing, laying, repairing and maintain- 
ing an aqueduct to supply the inhabitants of the village of Bur- 
lington, in the county of Chittenden, with pure water for culi- 
nary and domestic uses. 

Sec. 2. A majority of said corporators are authorized to call 
the first meeting of the corporation, to be holden in the village 
of Burlington, at such time and place as they shall appoint at 
any time within one year from the passing of this act, for the 
purpose of choosing such officers as may be déemed necessary, 
by posting up a notification thereof on the court house in said 
village, at least twelve days before said meeting, and the said 
corporation may, at such meeting, and at all other meetings, le- 
gally notified, make, alter, and repeal such by-laws, rules and 
regulations, as may be thought necessary for the due regulation 
and management of said corporation, not repugnant to the laws 
of this State, or of the United States. 

Src. 3. The said corporation may divide their stock into as 
many shares, and provide for the sale and mode of transfer 
thereof, as said corporation may from time to time deem expe- 
dient, and may levy and collect assessments on such shares, ac- 
cording to law. 

Seč. 4. The said corporation are hereby empowered to take 
the waters of Lake Champlain and of Onion River, or either of 
them, for the purpose of supplying their said aqueduct, and 
also to take the waters of such fountains and springs as they 
may purchase of the owners thereof for that purpose ; Provi- 
ded, That if water shall be taken from Onion River, it shall be 
so taken as not to injure any mill privilege, or water power, 


L 


1849. | CORPORATIONS. 127 - 


owned by any individual or company, without compensation 
therefor. ‘ 

Sec. 5. The said corporation may dig up and open any 
street, common, or highway in the county of Chittenden, neces- 
sary for the purpose of constructing reservoirs, and laying said 
aqueduct, or for repairing the same; Provided, The same be 
done in such manner as not to prevent the convenient passing 
of teams and carriages, and be completed within a reasonable 
time, and so as not to disfigure said commons, or highways. 

Sec. 6. The said corporation is hereby authorized and em- 
powered, to enter upon, and use any land and enclosure, 
through which it may be necessary for said aqueduct to pass, 
on the most direct and practicable route from whence said wa- 
ter may be taken to the street, common or highway, through 
which the same is to be conveyed, for the purpose of placing 
such reservoirs, and conduits or pipes, as may be necessary for 
constructing, completing and repairing said aqueduct, and to 
agree with the owner or owners thereof for the use of the same ; 
but in case of disagreement, or in case the owner thereof be 
feme covert, under age, or non compos mentis, or out of the 
State, or otherwise incapacitated to sell and convey, then in 
that case it shall be lawful for said corporation, or for the own- 
er or persons interested in such lands, to apply to the judges of 
the county court, for the county of Chittenden, by petition; 
whose duty it shall be forthwith to appoint three disinterested 
persons, to examine the premises and assess the damages sus- 
tained by the owner, or owners, or occupiers of such lands, by 
the construction of said aqueduct; and it shall be the‘ duty of 
said committee to appraise the damages on oath, and: report the 
same.to said court as soon as convenient; and if said report 
shall be accepted by said court, they shall render judgment 
thereon, and may issue an execution therefor, with costs. And 
in case of disagreement between the corporation, and the owner, 
or owners of any mill privilege, or water power of Onion river, 
as to compensation for damages under this act, the same shall 
be ascertained, settled, and determined in the same manner as 
is provided in this section, relating to damages to lands. 

Sec. 7. The inhabitants of the village of Burlington, may. 
put conductors into the pipes of said aqueduct for the purpose 
of drawing therefrom, free of expense, as much water as may 
be necessary, when any building shall be on fire in said village ; 
Provided, 'That such conductors shall be so secured that water 
shall not be drawn therefrom, unless for the purpose of extin- 
guishing fires. 
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Sec. 8. Before the said corporation shall be entitled to col- 
lect and receive pay for the sale of water furnished by their 
aqueduct, they shall make out and submit to the judges of the 
county court, for the county of Chittenden, a tariff of rates 
thereof, and obtain the sanction and approval of thé same by 
said judges; and said judges may alter the tariff of rates from 
time to time, as shall be deemed just to the parties. 

Sec. 9. At the expiration of ten years, or at any time there- 
after, from the time the said corporation shall so far complete said 
aqueduct, as to commence receiving pay for the water furnished 
by the same, the inhabitants of said village of Burlington shall 
have aright to purchase the whole of the stock paid in by all 
the stockholders, at an advance of ten per cent. on the said 
stock paid in, and on payment of said sum, the said corporation 
shall assign and transfer to the inhabitants of said village, the 
whole of said stock, and all their interest in said aqueduct. 

Sec. 10. This act shall take effect from its passage. , 
Sec. 11. This act shall be under the control of any future 
Legislature, to alter, amend, or repeal. 
Approved, November 7th, 1849. 


No. 87.—AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE BELLOWS FALLS 
WATER COMPANY. 


ft is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 


Vermont, as follows : 


Sec. 1. Russell Hyde, William Conant, Horace Baxter, Wil- 
_ F. Hall, and John Arms, their associates and successors, are 
hereby constituted a body corporate, by the name of the Bel- 
lows Falls Water Company, with the powers incident to corpo- 
‘rations ; and may hold real and personal estate not exceeding 
twenty thousand dollars, for the purpose of constructing and 
maintaining an aqueduct to supply the inhabitants of the vil- 
lage of Bellows Falls, in the county of Windham, with pure 
water for domestic uses. 

Sec. 2. A majority of said corporators may call the first 
meeting of the corporation, to be held in the village of Bellows 
Falls, at such time and place as they shall appoint, within sixty 
days from the passage of this act, by posting up a notification 
thereof, at two public places in said village, at least five days 
before said meeting, for the purpose of choosing such, officers 
as may be deemed necessary ; and the said corporation, at such 
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meeting, and at all other meetings, legally notified, may make 
such by-laws and regulations as may be deemed by them nec- 
essary, not repugnant to the laws of this State, or of the Uni- 
ted States ; and said corporation may divide their stock into as 
many shares as they shall deem expedient, and may levy and 
collect assessments on the same, according to law. 

Sec. 3. The said corporation may take the waters of Mi- 
nard’s Pond, in Rockingham, in the County of Windham, for 
the purpose of supplying their said aqueduct; and may also 
take the waters of such fountains and springs as they may pur- 
chase of the owners thereof, for that purpose: Provided, That 
if water shall be taken from Minard’s Pond, said corporation 
shall not raise said pond more than five feet above its ordinary 
winter level, nor shall any land be flowed by the raising of said 
pond, without compensation therefor ; nor shall said corporation 
reduce the waters of said pond below their ordinary lowest sum- 
mer level. T 

Sec. 4. The said corporation may dig up and open any 
street, common or highway, in said Rockingham, necessary for 
the purpose of constructing reservoirs, and laying said aqueduct, 
or for repairing the same: Provided, the same be done 
in such manner as not to prevent their convenient use for travel, 
and be completed within a reasonable time, and so as not to 
disfigure said common or highway ; and in all cases when said 
corporation shall Jay or repair any of their pipes, in any enclos- 
ed land, they shall leave the surface of said land as near as may 
be, in as good condition as it was before laying or repairing said 
pipes. 

Sec. 5. The said corporation may enter upon, and use any land 
and enclosure through which it may be necessary for said aque- 
duct to pass, on the most direct and practicable route from whence 
its water may be taken, for the purpose of placing such reservoirs 
and pipes as may be necessary for constructing, completing and re- 
pairing said aqueduct ; and may agree with the owner or owners 
thereof, for the use of the same; but in case of disagreement, or 
the owner thereof be a minor, insane, out of the State, or oth- 
erwise incapacitated to sell and convey, said corporation, or the 
owners or persons interested in lands so entered upon, may ap- 
ply to the judges of the county court for Windham County, by 
petition, who shall appoint, forthwith, three disinterested per- 
sons, to view the premises, and assess the damages sustained 
by the owner or owners, or occupiers of such lands, by the 
construction of said aqueduct; and said committee shall ap- 
praise said damages on oath, and report the same to the county 
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court for Windham County, at its first session thereafter; and 
if their report shall be accepted by said court, said court shall 
render judgment thereon, and may issue an execution therefor, 
with costs; and in case of disagreement between said corpora- 
tion, and the owner or owners of any land which may be 
flowed by raising said Minard’s pond, or.the owner, or owners 
of any land through which the waters of said pond may pass, 
As to compensation for damages, under this act, the same shall 
be ascertained, settled, and determined, in the same manner as 
is provided in this section, relating to damages to lands entered 
upon and used. 

Sec. 6. The inhabitants of the village of Bellows Falls 
, may put hydrants into the pipes of said aqueduct, and draw 
therefrom, free of expense, as much water as may be necessary, 
when any building shall be on fire in said village: Provided, 
That such hydrants shall be so secured, that water shall not 
be drawn from them, except to extinguish fires. At the expi- 
ration of ten years from the time said aqueduct shall be in use, 
or at any time thereafter, the inhabitants of said village, in 
their corporate capacity, may purchase the whole of the stock 
of said company, paid in by all the stockholders, at such price. 
as will pay them for their investment, and ten per cent. annual 
interest thereon; and on payment of said sum, the said corpo- 
ration shall assign and transfer to the inhabitants of said village, 
the whole of said stock, and all their interests in said aque- 
duct. 

Sec. 7. Thisact shall besubjectto the provisions of chapter 
seventy-nine of the Revised Statutes, entitled “ Of Private Cor- 
porations,”’ and may be altered, amended, or repealed; by any 
future Legislature, as the public good may require, and shall 
take effect from its passage. 

Approved, November 9th, 1849. 


No. 88a—AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE FRANKEN COUNTY 
STEAMBOAT COMPANY. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, as follows : 


Sec. 1. Gardner G. Smith, Alvah Sabin, George F. Hough- 
ton, Benjamin B. Newton, Ralph Lasell, James M. Haynes, 
Zebdeel Tracy, George Landon, James Tobias, Albert C. But- 
ler, Samuel H, Barlow, William S. Meech, Frederick Hazen, 
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Abel Houghton, Geass Bullard, John W. Brown, Lawrence 
` R. Brainerd, Samuel Adams, Charles B. Swift, Abel Brown, 
Horace Wadsworth, and William L Sowles, their associates 
and successors, are hereby constituted ¥ body politic and cor- 
porate, by the name of the Franklin County Steamboat Com- 
pany; and by that name shall have succession, may sue and be 
- sued, plead and be impleaded ; may contract and be contracted 
with ; may purchase, hold and convey real and personal estate 
to the value of one hundred thousand dollars ; may have a com- 
mon seal and the same alter at pleasure ; may make all neces- 
sary by-laws and regulations, not repugnant to the constitution 
. and laws of this State or of the United States, necessary for the 
regulation of their proceedings, and enjoy all the rights, privi- 
leges and immunities incident to corporations, for the purpose 
of keeping and maintaining a steam ferry between St. Albans 
Bay and Plattsburgh, by the way of Georgia Wharf, North 
Hero, South Hero and Grand Isle, and for the further purpose. 
of transporting by the aid of steam-boats, tow-boats or other- 
wise, passengers, goods, wares, and merchandise, and all other 
articles and things usually. transported by water upon Lake 
Champlain. 

Sec. 2. The capital stock of said company shall be one 
- hundred thousand dollars, which may be increased by the said 
company to an amount adequate to complete and furnish ves- 
sels and boats sufficient for the convenient and profitable use of 
- said steam ferry, which capital shall be divided into shares of 
fifty dollars each, and shall be deemed personal property and be 
transferable in such mode as said company, by their by-laws,. 
shall direct. 

Sec. 3. Gardner G. Smith, George F. Houghton, - Edward’ 
J. Hicks, Frederick Hazen, Abel Brown, Ralph Lasell, Homer 
E. Hubbell and Augustus Knight, shall be commisssoners to 
open books within one year for receiving subscriptions to the 
capital stock of said company, at such convenient plaees as they 
may deem proper; and fifteen days notice shall be given by 
them of the time and place of opening said books, by publish- 
ing the same m some newspaper printed, in the county of. 
Franklin ; and when two hundred shares shall have: been. sub-- 
scribed, the commissioners shall give a like notice for a meet-. 
ing of the stockholders at such time and place as the commis- 
sioners. shall appoint, to choose seven directors, a treasurer and 
clerk, to serve for one year from the date of their election or 
until others are elected ; and such election shall then be made 
by the stockholders either in person or by proxy ; each share of 


é& 
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the stock shall entitle a stockholder to one vote. The com- 
missioners shall be inspectors of the first election, and shall cer- 
tify the names of those duly elected, and deliver to such direc- 
.tors the books of substription, and all sums of money deposit- 
ed with them on all shares subscribed as aforesaid. The time 
and place for the first meeting of the directors shall be fixed by 
the commissioners, and the corporation shall be empowered to 
lay assessments on the shares of the stockholders and enforce 
the same upon pain of the forfeiture of said shares, and all pre- 
vious payments, for the benefit of the company, made annually 
at such time and place as the board of directors shall appoint, 
giving thirty days notice thereof in one newspaper printed in 
the county of Franklin, and in such other papers as they may 
deem proper. 

Sec. 4. The directors shall elcet, from their own number, a 
president and vice-president. The president, or in case of his : 
absence, death or inability, the vice-president, shall preside at 
all meetings of the directors and stockholders, and in case of 
the death or resignation of the president or any director, the 
vacancy may be filled for the remainder of the year by such 
person, being a stockholder, as the directors shall choose. 

Sec. 5. If an election of directors should not be made on the 
day provided in this act, the company shall not thereby be dis- 
solved, but such election may be made at any other time de- 
signated by the by-laws of the company ; the old directors and 
other officers shall hold their offices until new ones are elected. 

Sec. 6. If said company shall not at all times (Sundays and 
extraordinaries excepted,) keep and maintain, after they com- 
mence operations, a daily ferry between St. Albans Bay and 
Plattsburgh, with good, safe, and convenient boats, during the 
season of navigation, then this act to be void. 

Sec. 7. This act shall take effect from its passage, and shall 
be deemed a public act, and shall be favorably and beneficially 
construed, for all the purposes for which it is intended. 

Sec. 8. This act shall not be so construed as to give the 
company hereby incorporated an exclusive right of maintaining 
a ferry between St. Albans and Plattsburgh. 

Sere. 9. This act shall be under the control of the Legisla- 
ture, to alter, or repeal, as the public good may require. 
Approved, November 7th, 1849. 
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No. 89.—AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE OTTER CREEK MAN- 
UFACTURING COMPANY. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, as follows :' 


Sec. 1. William Gookin, Charles Clement, J. B. Proctor, 
their associates and successors, are hereby constituted a COrpo- 
ration by the name of the Otter Creek Manufacturing Compa- 
ny; and by that name may sue and be sued; may have a 
common seal, and have and enjoy all the privileges incident to 
corporations, for the purpose of manufacturing woollen or cot- 
ton goods, in all their various stages of manufacture, and may 
purchase and hold real estate, to an amount not exceeding fifty 
thousand dollars in value. 

Sec. 2. The first meeting of said company shall be held 
at Rutland Center, at such time as shall be mutually agreed 
upon by the persons herein named; and at said meeting, 
and at all other meetings, said corporation may make and . 
alter such by-laws, rules and regulations for the manage- 
ment of the business of said corporation, as a majority may di- 
rect, not repugnant to the laws of this State or of the United 
States. 

Sec. 3. The said corporation may divide their stock into as 
many shares, and provide for the sale, and mode of transfer 
thereof, in such manner as they may from time to time direct ; 
and the sum of six thousand dollars shall be paid in, before 
said corporation shall contract any debts, no part of which sum 
shall be afterwards withdrawn, or in any manner diverted from 
the business of said company. 

Sec. 4. This corporation shall be located at Gookin’s Falls, 
Rutland Center, in the county of Rutland. 

Sec. 5. This corporation shall be under the control of 
the Legislature, to alter, amend, or repeal, as the public good 
may require. 

Sec. 6. This act shall be subject to the provisions of chap- 
ter seventy-nine of the Revised Statutes, entitled ‘ Of Private 
Corporations,” and also, to any general law that may be passed 
at this or any other session of the Legislature in reference to 
manufacturing companies. 

Approved, November 6th, 1849. 


134 CORPORATIONS. [A. D. 


No. 99.—AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE WATERBURY FALLS 
MANUFACTURING COMPANY. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 


Vermont, as follows : 


Sec. 1. Ithamer A. Beard, William Carpenter, Ferrand F. 
Merrill, George W. Collamer, and William Howes, and their 
associates and successors, are hereby constituted a corporation 
by the name of the Waterbury Falls Manufacturing Company ; 
and by that name may sue and be sued, may have a common 
seal, may purchase, hold, and convey real and personal estate, 
to an amount not exceeding two hundred thousand dollars; and 
have and enjoy all the privileges incident to corporations, for 
the purpose of carrying on the business of manufacturing, in 
any of its various branches they may think proper, at or near 
Waterbury Falls, in Waterbury. 

Sec. 2. The first meeting of said company shall be held at 
Waterbury, at such time and place as shall be appointed by 
F. F. Merrill, and notice shall be given to the persons herein 
named ; and at said meeting, and at all other meetings duly 
notified, said corporation may make and alter such by-laws, 
rules and regulations, for the management of the business of 
said corporation, not repugnant to the laws of this State, as 
may be deemed necessary. 

Sec. 3. Said corporation may divide their stock into as 
many shares, and provide for the mode of transfer thereof, as 
they may think proper; and the sum of ten thousand dollars 
shall be paid in, before said corporation shall contract any debts, 
no part of which sum shall be afterwards withdrawn, or in any 
manner diverted from the business of said company. 

Sec. 4. Said company are hereby empowered to construct, 
and make such dams, and canals, and aqueducts, on lands own-’ 
ed by said company, as may be necessary for the use and im- 
provement of the water power at said Falls, and to rent the use 
of such water power, or any part thereof; Provided, That 
nothing herein contained shall be construed to authorize said 
company to impair, or injure the rights of owners of adjoining 
lands. 

Sec. 5. This act shall at all times be under the control of 
the Legislature, to alter, amend, or repeal the same, as the public 
gocd may require; and shall be subject to the provisions of 
chapter seventy-nine, of the Revised Statutes, entitled.“ Of Pri- 
vate Corporations,” and also to any general law that may be 
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passed at this or any other session, in reference to manufactu- 
ring companies. . 
Approved, October 31st, 1849. 


No. 91.—AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE AMERICAN MINING 
COMPANY. 


‘It ws hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 


Vermont, as follows : 


Sec. 1. Joseph D. Hatch, William E. Trask, and Isaac W. 
Hubbard, their associates and successors, are hereby constituted 
a body politic and corporate, by the name of the American Mi- 
ning Company, for the purpose of exploring for iron, copper, 
and other metals and minerals, and for mining, vending, smelt- 
ing, and working the same; and by that name may sue and be 
sued, plead and be impleaded, appear, prosecute, and defend in 
any courts of law or equity whatsoever, in all suits and actions; 
may have a common seal, and the same alter at pleasure, 
and may enjoy all the privileges incident to corporations ; 
and may purchase, hold, and convey real and personal estate, 
to an amount not exceeding one hundred and seventy-five thou- 
sand dollars. a . 

Sec. 2. The first meeting of said corporation may be called 
by the persons named in this act, at such time and place in the 
town of Windsor, as may be agreed upon by the persons named 
in this act, and at said meeting, and at all other meetings le- 
gally notified, said corporation may make, alter, and repeal such 
by-laws and regulations for the management of the business 
of said corporatión, as a majority of the stockholders may di- 
rect, not repugnant to the laws of this State, or of the United 
States. 

Sec, 3. The said corporation may divide their original stock 
into such number of shares, and provide for the sale and trans- 
fer thereof, in such manner and form as said corporation shall 
from time to time deem expedient ; and whenever said com- 
pany shall, by purchase, lease, -or otherwise, become possessed of 
any mine, or mines, without the limits of this State, the direc- 
tors of said company may make a separate and distinct interest 
of each mine, and divide said interest into such number of - 
shares as they may deem expedient, not exceeding in amount 
one hundred thousand dollars for any one mine; and may levy 
and collect assessments, forfeit and sell delinquent shares, de- 
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clare and pay dividends on the shares in any of sid mines, in 
such manner as the by-laws may direct. 

Sec. 4. The office of said company shall be at Windsor, 
in the eounty of Windsor, and all books of record and transfer 
shall be kept therein, at all times open to the inspection of the 
stockholders. It shall also be the duty of the directors of said’ 
company, to cause a book to be kept by the clerk, or treasurer 
thereof, containing the names of all persons, alphabetically ar- 
ranged, who are, or shall within three years have been stock- 
holders of said company, and showing their places of residence, 
and the number of shares of stock held by them respectively, 
and the time. when they became, respectively, the owners of ` 
said shares, and the amount of stock actually paid in, which 
books shall, during the usual hours of business of each secular 
day, be open for the inspection of stockholders, and all credit- 
ors of the company, and their personal representatives; and the 
secretary of said company shall reside at said Windsor, and a 
majority of the directors of said company shall reside in this 
State. : 

Sec. 5. Said corporation shall not contract any debts, until 
fifteen thousand dollars of the capital stock is paid in, no part 
of which shall be withdrawn, or in any manner diverted from 
the business of the company; and shall not contract debts to 
an amount exceeding the amount of the stock actually paid in. 
if the indebtedness of said company shall, at any time, exceed. 
the amount of its capital stock, the directors of said company 
assenting thereto, shall be personally liable, and individually 
holden for such excess, to the creditors of said company. 

Sec. 6. This act shall be at all times under the control of 
the Legislature, to alter, amend, or repeal, as the public good 
may require, and shall be subject to the provisions of chapter 
seventy-nine of the Revised Statutes, entitled “ Of Private Cor- 
porations.”’ 

Sec. 7. This act shall take effect from its passage. 

Approved, November 6th, 1849. a 


No. 92.—AN ACT TO IN came a THE VERMON T NAIL COM- 
PANY. 


Tt is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Vermont, as follows: 


Sec. 1. Jedediah Holcomb, William M. Field, Barzilla Da- 
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venport, E. N. Briggs, and E. J. Bliss, their associates and suc- 
cessors, are hereby constituted a body politic and corporate, by 
the name of the Vermont Nail Company, for the purpose of 
manufacturing wrought and cut nails, horse nails, screws, and 
other articles of iron ware; and by that name may sue and be 
sued, plead and be impleaded, in all courts of law or equity 
whatsoever, may have a common seal, and the same at pleasure, 
and may have and enjoy all the privileges incident to corpora- 
tions, and may purchase, hold, and convey real and personal 
estate, to an amount not exceeding one hundred thousand dol-` 
lars. 

Sec. 2. The manufacturing buildings of said company 
shall be established in the counties of Rutland, or Addison. 

Sec. 3. The first meeting of the company shall be held at 
Brandon, in the county of Rutland, at such time and place, as 
shall be agreed upon by the persons herein named, and at said 
meeting, and at all other legal meetings, said corporation may 
make, alter, or repeal, such by-laws, rules, and regulations, for 
the management of the business of the corporation, as a major- 
ity shall direct, not repugnant to the laws of this State, and of 
the United States. 

Sec. 4. The said corporation may divide their stock into as 
many shares, and provide for the sale and transfer thereof, as 
said corporation shall from time to time direct; and the sum of 
ten thousand dollars shall be paid in, before said company shall 
contract any debts; no part of which shall afterwards be with- 


. drawn, or in any manner diverted from the proper business of 


the company, and said corporation shall not contract any debts, 
or at any time be indebted to an amount exceeding three-fourths 
of the amount of the capital stock actually paid in. 

Sec. 5. This act shall be subject to the provisions of chap- 
ter seventy-nine of the Revised Statutes, and shall at all times 
be under the control of the Legislature, to alter, amend, or re- 
peal, as the public good may require; and shall also be subj ject 
to any general law for incorporating manufacturi ing companies, 
that may be passed at this, or any future Legislature. 

Approved, November 6th, 1849. 


No. 93.—AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE HYDEVILLE COMPANY. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Vermont, as follows : 


Sec. 1. Dudley B. Fuller, Arunah W. Hyde, and Pitt W. 
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Hyde, their associates and successors, are hereby constituted a 
corporation, for the purpose of quarrying and manufacturing, 
by the name of the Hydeville Company; and by that name 
may sue and be sued, may have a common seal, and the same 
alter at pleasure, may purchase, hold, and convey real and per- - 
sonal estate, and may have and enjoy all the privileges incident 
to corporations.” 

Sec. 2. The first meeting of said corporation shall be held 
in Castleton, at such time and place asthe said Arunah W. Hyde 
shall designate, giving notice to the other persons named ; and 
at said meeting, and all other meetings of said corporation, duly 
holden, said corporation may make, and alter, such by-laws, 
and regulations, for conducting its affairs, as a majority may di- 
rect, not repugnant to the constitution and laws of this State, or 
of the United States; and may divide their stock into shares, 
and provide for the sale and transfer of the same, as may be 
deemed best; and the sum of thirty-thousand dollars shall be 
paid in before said company shall contract any debts, no part of 
which shall afterwards be withdrawn, or in any manner-divert- 
ed from the proper business of the company. 

Sec. 3. This act shall be subject to the provisions of chap- 
ter seventy-nine of the Revised Statutes entitled ‘Of Private 
Corporations,” and shall also be under the control of the Legisla- 
ture, to alter, amend, or repeal, as the public good may require ; 
and notice of such amendment, alteration, or repeal, may be 
given to said corporation, in writing, by any citizen- of this 
State; Provided, It be so given forty days previous to the ses- . 
sion of the Legislature, to which such application shall be made ; 
and shall also be subject toany general law in relation to manu- 
facturing companies, that may be passed at this, or any future 
session of the Legislature. 


Approved, November 6th, 1849. 


No. 04.—AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE WINDSOR CAR AND 
RIFLE COMPANY. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly oly of the State of 


Vermont, as “follows : 


Szc. I. Samuel E. Robbins, Richard S. A Shubael 
Wardner, Joseph D. Hatch, and Warren Currier, and their as- 
sociates and successors, are hereby constituted a corporation 


by the name of the Windsor Car and Rifle Company ; and by 
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tha: name may sue and be sued; may have a common seal, 
and have and enjoy all the privileges incident to corporations, 
for the purpose of manufacturing fire-arms, tools, machinery, 
and railroad cars, in all their various stages of manufacture : 

and also for the purpose of constructing a reservoir, or reser- 
voirs, in connection with Mill- Brook, in Windsor and West 
Windsor; and may purchase, hold and convey real and person- 
al estate, ' the former to an amount not exceeding one hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars. 

Sec. 2. The first meeting of said company shall be held at 
such time and place in Windsor, in the county of Windsor, as 
may be agreed upon by the persons named in this act, or ama- 
jority of them; and at said meeting, and all other legal meet- 
ings, they may ‘make and alter such by-laws, rules and regula- 
tions, for the management of the business of said company, as 
a majority may direct, not nepuenant to the laws of this State 
or of the United States. 

Sec. 3, Said company may divide their stock into as many 
shares and provide for the transfer thereof, agthey may from time 
to time deem expedient ; and the sum of twenty thousand dollars 
shall be paid in before said company shall contract any debts, 
no part of which shall afterwards be withdrawn, or in any män- 
ner diverted from the proper business of said company. 

Sec. 4. This act shall be subject to the provisions of chap- 
ter seventy-nine of: the Revised Statutes, and shall be at all 
, times under the control of the Legislature, to alter or repeal, as 
the public good may require; and shall also be subject to any 
general law for incorporating manufacturing companies, that 
may be passed at this, or any future sesion of the Legislature. 

Approved, November 7th, 1849, 


No. 95.—AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE VERMONT LEAD 
COMPANY. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Vermont, as follows: 


Sec. 1. Eben Barker, William W. Wheilden, their associ- 
ates ‘and successors, are hereby constituted a corporation, by the 
name of the Vermont Lead Company, and by that name may 
sue and be sued, have a common Seal, and have and enjoy all 
the rights and privileges incident to corporations, for the pur- 
pose of working lead mines, and washing and smelting lead 
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ores and other minerals, and for all other purposes necessary to 
carry on said business, in Thetford, in the county of Orange ; 
and may purchase, hold and convey real estate to the amount 
of ten thousand dollars, and personàl estate to the amount of 
forty thousand dollars. 

Src. 2. The first meeting of said company shall be held at 
such time and place as shall be agreed upon by the persons 
named in this act ; and at said meeting, and at all other meet- 
ings legally notified. said corporation may make and alter such 
by-laws and regulations for the management of the business of 
the corporation, as a majority of the stockholders may direct, 
not repugnant to the laws of this State: 

Sec. 3. Said’ corporation may divide their stock into as 
as many shares, and provide for the sale and transfer thereof as 
they may, front time to time, deem expedient, and the sum of 
five thousand dollars shall be actually paid in before said com- 

pany shall contract any debts, no part of which shall afterwards 
>e withdrawn, or in any manner diverted from the proper busi- 
ness of said company. 

SEC. 4. This act shall be subject to the provisions of chap- 
ter seventy-nine of the Revised Statutes, entitled “ Of Private 
Corporations ;” and shall also be under the control of the Leg- 
islature, to alter, amend, or repeal, as the public good may re- 
quire; and shall be subject to any general law relating to man- 
ufacturing companies that may be passed at this or any future 
session of the Legislature. 

Sec. 5. The office of clerk of said company shall be kept 
in said town of Thetford. 

Approved, November 13th, 1849. 


No. 96..—AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE BAKERSFIELD HOOK 
l AND LADDER COMPANY. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Avently of the State of 


Vermont, as follows: 


Sec. 1. Elijah Barnes, William ©. Wilson, J. S. Spaulding, 
Thomas Hooker, H. H. Farnsworth, C. C. Stone, Charles ©. 
Bisbee, Warren Houghton, and J. P. Atwood, their associates 
and successors, not exceeding at any one time forty persons, 
are hereby constituted a body politic and corporate, by the 
name of the Bakersfield Hook and Ladder Company ; and by 


that name may sue and be sued, have a common seal, and en- 
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joy all the privileges incident to corporations, for the purpose 
of extinguishing fire. 

Sec. 2. Said corporation may make such by-laws for th 
government and management of their affairs as shall be neces- 
sary, not repugnant to “the constitution and laws of this State: 
and may have and hold, by gift, grant, purchase, and devise. 
all such real and personal estate as may be necessary for the 
uses and purposes of said corporation, to an amount not exceed- 
ing one thousand. dollars. 

Suc. 3. The first meeting of said corporation shall be held 
in the village of Bakersfield within six months from the pas- 
sage of this act; and the said Elijah Barnes is hereby author- 
ized to call said meeting by giving personal notice to the other 
persons mentioned ; and any five of said persons shall consti- 
tute a quorum, to transact business for said corporation. ` 

Sec. 4. This act shall be subject to the provisions of chap- 
ter seventy-nine of the Revised Statutes, entitled “ Of Private 
Corporations ;”’ and shall be under the control of the Legisla- 
ture, to alter, amend, or repeal, as the public good may require. 

Sec. 5. This act shall take effect: from its passage. 

Approved, November Ist, 1849. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


No. 97.—AN ACT TO RESTORE SYLVANUS DIBBLE TO HIS LE- 
GAL PRIVILEGES. 


ft is iad enacted by the General Arseno of the State of 
Vermont, as follows: 


Sec. 1. Sylvanus Dibble, of Wilmington, in the county of 
Windham, is hereby restored to all the privileges of a citizen 
of this State, which he enjoyed before conviction for crimes in 
the State of Massachusetts and in this State. 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect from its passage. 

Approved, November 13th, 1849. 


No. 98—AN ACT ALTERING THE NAMES OF CERTAIN PER- 
SONS THEREIN MENTIONED. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 


Vermont, as follows: 


Sec. 1. Bulah Belinda Brockway, of Orwell, in the county 
of Addison, shall hereafter be known and called by the name 
of Bulah Belinda Pepper, and is hereby constituted heir at law 
of Polly Pepper, of said Orwell: Provided, the said Polly 
shall, within one year from the passage of this act, cause to be 
recorded in the town clerk’s office, in said town of Orwell, a 
certified copy of her assent thereto, made in the presence- of 
witnesses. 

Sec. 2. Luella Clark of W aterford, in Caledonia county, 
shall, hereafter be known and called by the name of Luella 
Clark Woods, and is hereby constituted heir at law of Henry and 
Persis D. Woods of said Waterford: Provided, the said Henry 
and Persis D. Woods shall signify their assent thereto, in writ- 
ing, under their hands and seals, and cause the same to be re- 
corded in the town clerk’s office of said Waterford. 

Sec. 3. Benjamin Franklin Emmons is hereby constituted 
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heir at law of Lewis Emmons of Hartland, in Windsor county : 
Provided, the said Lewis Emmons shall within one year from 
the passage of this act, signify his assent thereto, in writing, 
under his hand and seal, in the presence of witnesses, and cause 
the same to be recorded | in the town clerk’s office of said Hart- 
land. 

Sec. 4. Mary Oratia Hammond, of Bridgewater, in Wind- 
sor county, shall hereafter be known and called by the name of 
Mary Oratia ‘Thompson, ‘and is hereby constituted heir at law 
of Noah Thompson, of said Bridgewater: Provided, the said 
Noah Thompson shall signify his assent thereto, in writing, un- 
der his hand and seal, in the presence of two witnesses, and 
cause the same to be recorded in the town clerk’s office, in said 
Bridegwater, within one year from the passage of this act. 

Sec. 5. Azro Vaughan, of Reading, in Windsor county, 
shall hereafter be known and called by the name of Azro Cady, 
and is hereby constituted heir at law of Nedabiah and Lydia 
Cady of said Reading: Provided, the said Nedabiah and Ly- 
dia shall within one year from the passage of this act, signify 
their election of the said Azro as their heir at law, by an instru- 
ment in writing, under their hands and seals, in the presence of 
two witnesses, and acknowledge the same before the Judge of 
Probate, for the district of Windsor, and cause the same to be 
recorded in the records of said Probate Court. 

Src. 6. Nancy Ballentine of Bethel, in Windsor county, is 
hereby constituted heir at law of James Henderson of said 
Bethel: Provided, the said James Henderson shall within one 
year from the passage of this act,.certify his assent thereto, in 
writing, under his hand and seal, in the presence of witnesses, 
and cause the same to be recorded in the town clerk’s office in 
said Bethel. 

-— Sec. 7. Helen Louisa Clifford, of Wolcott, in Lamoille coun- 
ty, shall hereafter be known and called by the name of Helen 
Louisa Walbridge, and she is hereby constituted heir at law of 

-- Tra Walbridge of said Wolcott; Provided, said Ira Walbridge 
shall certify his assent thereto, by an instrument in writing, 
under his hand and seal, in the presence of two witnesses, and 
cause the same to be recorded in the office of the town clerk, 
within one year from the first day of November, A. D. 1849. 

Sec. 8. Luther Amherst Palmer, and Sylvester Norman 
Palmer, both of Morristown, in Lamoille county, are hereby: - 
constituted heirs at law.of Luther Small, of said Morristown: 
Provided, the said Luther Small shall within one year from the 
passage of this act, certify his assent thereto in writing,-under 
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his hand and seal, in the presence of two witnesses, and cause 
the same to be recorded in the-town clerk’s office in said Mor- 
ristown. 

Sec. 9. Jason Newell Clark, of Moretown, in Washington 
county, shall hereafter be known and called by the name of 
Newell Clark Walker, and is hereby constituted heir at law of 
Cordilla F. Walker and Marilla Walker of said Moretown; 
Provided, 'The said Cordilla F. and Marilla shall signify their 
assent thereto, in writing, under their hands and seals, in the 
presence of two witnesses, and cause the same to be recorded 
in the town clerk’s office, in said Moretown, within one year 
from the passage of this act. _ . 

Sec. 10. Sydney Henry Packard, of Stratton, in Windham 
county, shall hereafter be known and called by the name of 
Sydney Henry Eddy, and is hereby constituted heir at law of- 
David Eddy of said Stratton; Provided, The said David Eddy 
shall, within one year from the passage of this act, signify his 
assent thereto, in-writing, under his hand and seal, in the pres- 
ence of two witnesses, and cause the same to be recorded in 
the town clerk’s office of said Stratton. 

Sec. 11. Sarah Electa Place, of Hinesburgh, in Chittenden | 
county, is hereby constituted heir at law of Erastus Kenyon, of 
said Hinesburgh; Provided, The said Erastus shall signify his 
assent thereto, in writing, under his hand and seal, in presence 
of two witnesses, and cause the same to be recorded in the 
town clerk’s office, in said Hinesburgh, within one year from 
the passage of this act. 

Sec. 12. James Hogg, of Duxbury, in the county of Wash- 
ington, shail hereafter be known and called by the name of 
James Wilber. 

Sre. 13. Carlos Marsh, of Windham, in the county of 
Windham, shall hereafter be known and called by the :name 
of Roswell Carlos French; and is constituted heir at law 
of Roswell A. French, of said Windham: Provided, the said 
Roswell A. French give his assent thereto, in writing, under his 
hand and seal, in presence of two witnesses, and cause the 
same to be recorded in the town clerk’s office, in said Windham. 

Sec. 14. Charles Campbell, of Wells, in the county of Rut- 
land, shall hereafter be known and called by the name of 
Charles Conger. 

Sec. 15. Benjamin Brown, of Montpelier, in the county of 
Washington, shall hereafter be known and cailed by the name 
of Benjamin Franklin Brown. - 

Sec. 16. This act shall take effect from its passage. 

Approved, November 9th, 1849. 
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No. 99.—AN ACT ALTERING THE NAME OF PRISCILLA DUNCAN, 
AND OTHER PERSONS THEREIN MENTIONED. 


ft is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Vermont, as follows: 


Sec. 1. Priscilla Duncan, of Newfane, in the county of 
Windham, shall hereafter be known and called by the name of 
Priscilla Dunklee : Provided, the said Priscilla signify her assent 
thereto, in writing, and cause the same to be recorded in the 
office of the town clerk of said Newfane. 

Sec 2. Elizabeth Edgerton, of Brookfield, in the county of 
Orange, shall hereafter be known and called by the name of 
Elizabeth Edgerton Cleaveland. 

Sec. 3. Amanda M. Pennock, of Swanton, in the county 
of Franklin, shall hereafter be known and called by the name 
of Amanda Melissa Dunbar, and she is hereby constituted heir 
at law of John B. and Sally Dunbar, of said Swanton, in-as 
full and perfect a manner as if she had been the daughter of 
the said John B. and Sally Dunbar, born in lawful wedlock. 

‘Sec. 4. Section three of this act shall not take effect until 
the said Amanda M. Pennock, and the said John B. and Sally 
Dunbar, shall have madé their assent thereto, in writing, under 
their hands and seals, in the presence of two witnesses, and 
caused the same to be recorded in the town clerk’s office, in the 
town of Swanton. 


Approved, November 3d, 1849. 
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No 100—AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION THREE OF AN ACT 
ENTITLED “AN ACT. ALTERING THE NAMES OF CERTAIN 
PERSONS THEREIN MENTIONED,” APPROVED NOVEMBER 9, 

` 1848. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Vermont, as follows : 

Section three of an act entitled an act altering the name of 
ecrtain persons therein mentioned, approved, November 9, 1848, 
is so amended as that the name David Bliss occurring- therein, 
shall read David Bills. . 

Approved, October 24th, 1849. 
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No. 101.—AN ACT TO PAY CHARLES K. WILLIAMS AND OTH- 
a THE SUM THEREIN MENTIONED. 


it is aeb enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Vermont, as follows: 


The Treasurer of the State is hereby directed to pay 
Charles K. Williams, Erastus Fairbanks, and Lucius B. Peck, 
the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars, out of any money in 
the treasury, not otherwise appropriated, it being in full for 
their services as commissioners, in preparing a general manufac- 
turing law, and a law relating to railroad corporations, appointed 
under a resolution of the Legislature at its last session. 

Approved, November 13th, 1849. 


i 
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No. 102.--AN ACT TO PAY THE CLERK OF THE HOUSE OF REP- 
RESENTATIVES THE SUM THEREIN MENTIONED. 


Ii is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State 


of Vermont, as follows : 


_ The Auditor of Accounts is directed to draw an order on the 
Treasurer, in favor of Chalon F. Davey, for the sum of one 
hundred dollars, it being for the services of an extra assistant, 


during the present session ; and the Treasurer is hereby direeted 
to pay the same. 


“ Approved, November 13th, 1849. 


NOTE. 


The following acts are omitted, agreeably to the provisions of the act rela- 
titg to Public Accounts, passed in the year A. D. 1842, regulating grants of 
money, Viz: 

An act to pay Cornelius W. Bancroft the sum therein mentioned. . 

‘An act to pay Daniel Putnam the sum therein mentioned.. 

An act to pay E. A. Stanley and others the sum therein mentioned, 

An act to pay James Morse and others the sum therein mentioned. 

An act to pay Simeon Littlefield the sum therein mentioned. 

- An act for the relief of the town of Vernon. 
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STATE OF VERMONT. 


SECRETARY OF STATE’S vein. ¢ 
Mont re ier, Dec. 10, 1849. 


I HEREBY ceRTIFY that the foregoing one hundred and two chapters are 
true copies of Acts and Resolutions passed by the Legislature of this State, 
at their session in October, A. D. 1849, as appears from the files and records 
of this office. 

F. F. MERRILL, Secretary of State. 


APPENDIX. 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives, That the Secretary of 
State be directed to cause to be published with the Laws, as an Appendix, 
the bill to authorize the business of Banking, and the bill for incorporating 
Manufacturing Companies. 


Adopted by the two Houses, November 13, 1849. 


AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE BUSINESS OF BANKING. 


It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Vermont, as follows: 


Sec. 1. The Treasurer of the State is hereby authorized 
and required to cause to be engraved and printed in the best 
manner to guard against counterfeiting, such quantity of circu- 
lating notes in the similitude of bank notes in blank, of the 
different denominations authorized to be issued by the incorpo- 
rated banks of this State, as he may from time to time deem 
necessary to carry into effect the provisions of this act, and of 
such form as be may prescribe. Such blank circulating notes 
shall be countersigned, numbered and registered in proper books 
to be provided and kept for that purpose, in the office of said 
treasurer, under his direction, by such person or persons as the 
said treasurer shall appoint for that purpose, so that each de- 
nomination of such circulating notes shall bear the uniform 
signature of such register, or one of such registers. 

DEC. 2. Whenever any person or association of persons, 
formed for the purpose of banking under the provisions of this 
act, shall lawfully transfer to the said treasurer any portion of 
the public stock issued, or to be issued, by the United States, 
the State .of Massachusetts, New: York, or Maine, such person, 
or association of persons, shall be entitled to receive from the 
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said treasurer, an equal amount of sich circulating notes, of dif- 
ferent denominations, registered and countersigned as aforesaid ; 
but such public stock shall in all cases be, or be made to be, 
equal to a stock producing six per cent. per annum; and it shall 
not be lawful for the treasurer to take such stock at a rate above 
its par value, nor above its current market value. 

Sec. 3. Such person or association of persons, are hereby 
authorized, after having executed and signed such circulating 
notes in the manner required by law, to make them obligatory | 
promissory notes payable on demand, at the place of business 
within this State, of such person or association, to loan and cir- 
culate the same as money, according to the ordinary course of 
banking business, as regulated by the laws and usages of this 
State. 

Suc. 4. In case the maker or makers of any such circulating 
nete or notes, countersigned and registered as aforesaid, shall at 
any time hereafter, on lawful demand, during the usual hours 
of business, between the hours of ten and three o’clock, at the 
place where such note or notes is or are payable, fail or refuse 
to redeem such note in the lawful money of the United States, 
the holder of such note or notes, making such demand, may 
cause the same to be protested for non-payment by a notary 
public, under his oflicial seal, in the usual manner; and the 
treasurer, on receiving and filing in his office such protest, shall 
forthwith give notice in writing, to the maker or makers of such 
note or notes, to pay the same; and if he or they shall omit to 
do so, for ten days after such notice, the treasurer shall imme- 
diately thereupon, (unless he shall be satisfied that there 1s a good 
and legal defence against the payment of such note or notes, ) 
give notice that all the circulating notes issued by such person 
or association; will be redeemed out of the trust funds in his 
hands for that purpose, which notice shall be given by publish- 
ing the same in some newspaper printed in the county where the 
business of such person or association is established, or in case. 
there is no newspaper printed in such county, such notice shall 
be published in some newspaper printed at Montpelier; and the 
treasurer shall be required to apply the said trust funds, belong- 
ing to the maker or makers of such protested note or notes, to 
the payment pro rata of all such circulating notes, whether -pro- 
-tested or not, put in circulation by the maker or makers of such 
protested note or notes, pursuant to the provisions of this act, 
and to adopt such measures for the payment of such notes as 
will in his opinion most effectually prevent loss to the holders 
thereof. 
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_Sec. 5. The treasurer may give to any person or association 
of persons, so transferring stock, in pursuance of the provisions. 
of this act, powers of attorney to receive interest or dividends. 
thereon, which such person or association may receive and apply 
to their own use; but such power may be revoked upon such 
person or association failing to redeem the circulating notes so 
issued, or whenever in the opinion of the treasurer the princi- - 
pal of ‘such stock shall become an insufficient security; and the 
said treasurer, upon application of the owner or owners of such 
transferred stock in trust, may, in his discretion, change or trans- 
fer the same for other stocks of the kinds before specified in 
this act, or may transfer the said stocks or any part thereof; or the 
mortgages, or any of them hereinafter mentioned ‘and provided 
for, upon receiving and caricelling an equal amount of such circu- 
lating notes delivered by him to such person or association in such 
manner that the circulating notes shall always be secured in full, 
either by stocks, or by stocks and mortgages, as in this act provided. 

Sec. 6. The bills or notes so to be countersigned, and the pay- 
ment of which shall be so secured by the transfer of public stocks, 
shall be stamped on their face, “secured by the pledge of pubie 
stocks.” 

Sec. 7. Instead of transferring public stocks as aforesaid, to 
secure the whole amount of such bills or notes, it shall be law- 
ful for such person or association of ‘persons, in case they shall 
so elect, before receiving any of the said bills or notes, to secure 
the payment of one half of the whole amount so to be issued, by 
transferring to the treasurer bonds and mortgages upon real es- 
tate, bearing at least six per cent. interest, payable annually or 
semi-annually, in which case all such bills or notes issued by 
the said person or association of persons, shall be stamped on 
their face, “ secured by the pledge of public stocks and real estate.” 

Sec. 8. The real estate so mortgaged, must be improved, 
productive, unincumbered lands in this State, exclusive of any 
buildings thereon, and the amount for which said lands are so 
mortgaged must not exceed two fifths of the value of said 
lands; nor shall any mortgage be received for a greater amount 
than five thousand dollars each, and the treasurer shall prescribe 
such regulations for ascertaining the title and value of such 
lands, as he may deem necessary, and such bonds shall be pay- 
able within such time as the treasurer may direct. es 

Sec. 9. ‘The treasurer may, in his discretion, re-assign the 
said bonds and mortgages, or any of them, to the person or as- 
sociation who transferred the same, on receiving other approved 
bonds and mortgages. of equal amount ; and when any sum of” 


1849, ] APPENDIX. © 151 


the principal of the bonds and mortgages transferred to the 
treasurer shall be paid to him, he shall notify the person or as- 
sociation that transferred the bonds and mortgages, of such pay- 
ment, and may pay the same to such person or association, on 
receiving other approved bonds and mortgages of equal amount. 

Sec. 10. The person or association of persons, assigning 
such bonds and mortgages to the treasurer, may receive the an- 
nual interest to come thereon, unless defanlt shall be made in 
paying the bills or notes to be countersigned as aforesaid, or 
unless, in the opinion of thé treasurer, the bonds and mortgages, 
or stocks so pledged, shall become an insufficient security for 
the payment of such bills or notes. 

Sec. 11. in case such person or association of persons, shall 
{ail or refuse to pay such bills or notes, on demand, in the man- 
ner specified in the fourth section of this act, the treasurer, af- 
ter the ten days notice therein mentioned, may proceed to sell 
at public auction the public stocks so pledged, or the bonds and 
mortgages so assigned, or any or either of them, and out of the 
proceeds of such sale shall pay and cancel the said bills or 
notes, default in paying which shall have been made as afore- 
said; but nothing in this act contained shall be considered as 
implying any pledge on the part of the State for the payment 
of said bills or notes, beyond the proper application of the se- 
curities pledged to the treasurer for their redemption. 

Sec. 12. ‘The public stocks and bonds and mortgages to be 
deposited with the treasurer, by any such person or association, 
shall be held by him exclusively for the redemption of the bills 
or notes of such person or association, put in circulation as 
money, until the same are paid. 

Sec. 18. The plates, dies, and materials to be procured by 
dhe treasurer, for the printing and making of the circulating 
notes provided for hereby, shall remain in his custody, and un- 
der his direction ; the expenses necessarily incurred in execu- 
ting the provisions of this act, shall be paid by the treasurer out 
of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated ; and 
for the purpose of reimbursing the same, the said treasurer is 
hereby authorized and required to charge against, and receive 
from such person or association, applying for, such circulating 
notes, such rate per cent. thereon as may be sufficient for that 
purpose, and as may be just and reasonable. 

Sec. 14. It -shall not be lawful for the treasurer, or other 
officer, to countersign bills, or notes, for any person or associa- 
tion of persons, to an amount in the aggregate exceeding the 
public stocks, or public stocks and bonds and mortgages, at 
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their value, as before provided in this act, deposited with the 
treasurer by such person or association; and any treasurer, or 
other officer, who shall violate the provisions of this section, 
shall, upon conviction, be adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and shall be punished by a fine not less than five thousand dol- 
lars, or be imprisoned not less than five years in the State pris- 
on, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

Sze. 15.- Any number of persons may associate to establish 
offices of discount, deposit and circulation, upon the terms and 
conditions, and subject to the liabilities, prescribed in this act ; 
but the aggregate amount of the capital stock of any such as- 
sociation shall not be less than fifty thousand dollars, nor more 
than two hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

Sec. 16. Such persons, under their hands-and seals, shall 
make a certificate which shall specify :—1. The name assumed 
to distinguish such association, and to be used in its dealings. 
2. The place where the operations of discount and deposit of 
such association are to be carried on, designating the particular 
city, town, or village. 3. The amount of the capital stock of 
such association, and the numer of shares into which the 
same shall be divided. 4. The names and: places of residence 
of the shareholders, and the number of shares held by each of 
them respectively. 5. The period at which such association 
shall commence and terminate ; which certificate shall be ac- 
knowledged and recorded in the office of the clerk of the 
county where any office of such association shall be established, 
and a copy thereof filed in the office of the Secretary of 
State. 

Sec. 17.° The certificate, required by the last preceding sec- 
tion to be recorded and filed in the office of the clerk of the 
county, and Secretary of State aforesaid, or copies thereof, duly 
certified by either of those officers, may be used as evidence in 
all courts and places, for and against any such association. 

Sec. 18. All banking associations, or individual bankers, 
organized under the provisions of this act, shall be banks of 
discount and deposit, as well as of circulation, and shall have 
power to carry on the business of banking, by discounting bills, 
notes, and other evidences of debt; by receiving deposites, by 
buying and selling gold and silver bullion, foreign coin and bills 
of exchange, in the manner specified in their articles of associ- 
ation, for the purposes authorized by this act; by loaning mon- 
ey on real and personal security ; and by exercising such inci- 
dental powers as shall be necessary to carry on such business >; 
to choose one of their number as president of such association, 
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and to appoint a cashier, and such other officers and agents as 
their business may require, and to remove such president, cash- 
ier, Officers and agents at pleasure, and to appoint others in their . 
place. And the “usual business of banking of said association” 
or individual banker, shall be transacted at the place where 
such banking association or individual banker shall be located, 
agreeable to the location specified in the certificate directed to 
be made by the second clause of the sixteenth section of this 
act, and not elsewhere. ` 

Sec. 19. The shares of said association shall be deemed 
personal ‘property, and shall be transferable on the books of the 

association, in such manner asmay be agreed on in the articles of 
association ; and every person becoming a shareholder by such 
transfer, shall, in proportion to his shares, succeed to all the 
rights and liabilities of prior shareholders ; and no change shall 
be made in the articles of association, by which the rights, 

emedies, or securities of its existing creditors shall be weak- 
ened or impaired. Such association shall not be dissolved by 
the death or insanity of any of the shareholders therein. : 

Sec. 20. It shall be lawful for any association of persons, 
organized under the provisions of this act, by their articles of 
association, to provide for an increase of their capital, and of 
the number of their associates, from time to time as they may 
think proper, the aggregate capital not to exceed two hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars, as before provided. 

Sec. 21. Contracts made by any such association, and all 
notes and bills by them issued and put in circulation as money, 
shall be signed by the president or vice president, and cashier 
thereof; and all suits, actions and proceedings, brought or pros- 
ecuted by or on behalf of such association, may be brought or 
prosecuted in the name of such association. 

-Sec. 22. All persons having demands against any such as- 
sociation, may maintain actions at law or m equity, according 
to the nature of the case, against such association by their 
name; and all judgments and decrees obtained or rendered 
against such association, for any debt or hability of such asso- 
ciation, shall be enforced only against the joint property of the 
association, and which property shall be liable to be taken and 
sold by execution under any such judgment or decree. 

Sec. 23. No shareholder of any such association shall be 
liable in his individual capacity, for any contract, debt, or en- 
gagement of such association, unless the articles of association 
by him signed shall have declared that the shareholders shali 
be so liable. 
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Sec. 24. It shall be lawful for such association to purchase, 
hold and convey real estate for the following purposes: 1. 
Such as shall be necessary for its immediate accommodation in 
the convenient transaction of its business; or, 2d, such as shall 
be mortgaged to it in good faith, by way of security for loans 
made by, or moneys due to, such association; or, 3d, such as 
shall be conveyed to it in satisfaction of debts previously con- 
tracted, in the course of its dealings; or, 4th, such as it shall 
acquire by way of execution. The said association shall not 
purchase, hold, or convey real estate, in any other case, or for 
any other purpose; and all conveyances of such real estate 
shall be made in the name of the association. 

ssc. 25. Upon the application of creditors, or shareholders 
of any such association, whose debts or shares shall amount to 
one thousand dollars, and stating facts, verified by affidavit, a 
chancellor may, in his discretion, order a strict examination to 
be made by a master of chancery, of all the affairs of such as- 
sociation, for the purpose of ascertaining the safety of its invest- 
ments, and the prudence of its management; and the result of 
every such examination, together with the opinion of the mas- 
ter and of the chancellor thereon, shall be published in such 
manner as the chancellor shall direet, who shall make such or- 
der in respect to the expense of such examination and publica- 
tion, as he may deem proper. 

Sec. 26. If any portion of the original capital of any such 

association shall be withdrawn for any purpose whatever, 
whilst any debts of the association: shall remain unsatisfied, no 
dividends or profits on the shares of the capital stock of the 
association shall thereafter be made, until the deficit of capital 
shall have been made good, either by subscription of the share- 
holders, or out of the subsequently accruing profits of the asso- 
ciation; and if it shall appear that any such dividends have 
been made, it shall be the duty of a chancellor, on application 
of any person in interest, to make the necessary orders and de- 
crees for closing the affairs of the association, and distributing 
its property and effects among its creditors and shareholders. 
- Sec. 27. Such association shall be liable to pay the holder 
of every bill or note, put in circulation as money, the payment 
of which shall have been demanded and refused, damages for 
non-payment thereof, in lieu of interest, at and after the rate of 
twelve per cent. per annum, from the time of such refusal, un- 
til the payment of such evidence of debt and the damages 
thereon. 


Sac. 28. The president and cashier of every association 
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formed pursuant to the provisions of this act, shall at all times. 
keep a true and correct list of the names of all the shareholders 
of such association, and shall file a copy of such lst in the 
office of the clerk of the county, where any office of such as- 
sociation may be located, and also in the office of the treasurer, 
on the first Mondays of January and July in every year. 

Sec. 29. It shall not be lawful for any association formed 
under the provisions of this act, to make any of its bills or 
notes to be put in circulation as money, payable at any other 
place than at the office where the business of the association is 
carried on and conducted, and said bills or notes shall be made 
payable on demand, and without interest. 

Sec. 30. Whenever the securities deposited for the redemp- 
tion of circulating notes shall, in the opinion of the treasurer, 
become insufficient for that purpose, he may receive the divid- 
ends on all stocks, as well as the interest on bonds and mortga- 
ges, and shall deposit the same in some safe bank or banking 
association in this State, in his name, in trust for the associa- 
ciation, or banker, to whom the same may belong: the de- 
posit to be made on such terms and at such rate of interest as 
the treasurer may deem most conducive to the interest of 
such association or banker, and to be withdrawn and paid over, 
whenever, in the opinion of the treasurer, the securities of such 
association or banker shall be sufficient to warrant it. 

Sec. 31. The bonds and mortgages mentioned in this act, 
for securing the payment of the circulating bills or notes, may 
be made or executed to the treasurer. 

Sec. 32. All fees for protesting the circulating notes issued 
by any banking association or individual banker, shall be paid 
by the person procuring the services to be performed, for which 
such association or banker shall be liable, but no part of the 
securities deposited by such association or ‘banker shall be ap- 
plied to the payment of such fees. ; 

Sec. 33. It shall be the duty of the bank ‘commissioner, at 
least once a year, and oftener if he shall deem it necessary, to 
inspect every bank established under the provisions of this act, 
and report to the State auditor: Ist. The amount of the certi- 
fied stock of the capital stock of the banking association, or in- 
dividual banker, paid in or invested according to law, or in 
pursuance of its articles of association, and the amount of such 
stock as then possessed: 2d. The value of the real estate of 
the association, or individual banker, and specifying what por- 
tion is occupied by the association, or individual bankér, for 
the transaction of business: 3d. The shares of stock held by 
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such association or individual banker, whether. absolutely, or as 
collateral security, specifying each kind and description of stock 
and the number and value of the shares of each: 4th. The 
debts owing to the association, or individual banker, specify- 
ing such as are due from moneyed or other corporations, or asso- 
ciations, the names of such corporations, or associations, and 
the amount due from each, and also specifying the amount se- 
cured by bond and mortgage, the amount which ought to be 
included in the computation of losses, and the total amount of 
debts then collectable: Sth. The amount of debts owing by 
the association, or individual banker, specifying such as are 
payable on demand, and such as are due to moneyed or other 
corporations, associations or individual bankers, the names of such 
corporations or associations, or individual bankers, and the 
amount due to each: 6th. The amount of claims against the 
association, or individual banker, not acknowledged by it or him 
as debts: 7th. The amount for which the association or indi- 
vidual banker is bound as surety, or for which it may become 
liable on the happening of contingent events: 8th. The 
amount of the notes or bills then in circulation of said associa- 
tion or individual banker, of loans and discounts, and specie on 
hand: 9th. The amount of Josses of the association or indi- 
vidual banker (if any.) charged, specifying whether charged on 
its or his capital or profits, since the last preceding statement, 
and of the dividends declared and made during the same period : 
10th. The amount of real estate, mortgages, and of stocks, 
together with a description of such stocks deposited by each 
association or individual banker, with the treasurer as security 
for the circulating notes issued ; the market value of said stocks, 
as near as the same can be ascertained, and the date to which 
payment of interest has been made upon such real estate, mort- 
gages and stocks, and whether said interest has been paid to 
such banking association or individual banker, or passed to their 
or his credit on the books of the treasurer. é 

Sec. 34. Incase any of the said associations or individual 
bankers shall refuse to submit its books papers and concerns to 
the inspection of-said commissioner, or whose officers shall re- 
fuse to submit to be examined on oath, touching the concerns 
of such association or individual banker, by said commissioner, 
or which shall be found to have violated any law of this State, 
binding upon such association or individual banker, such asso- 
ciation or individual banker shall be liable to be proceeded 
against by said commissioner in the same manner and with like 
effect as any incorporated bank may be proceeded agaihst fora 
violation of its charter. 
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Sec. 35. The shareholders, or a majority of them in amount, 
who shall be owners of any incorporated bank continuing the 
business of banking until the expiration of their charter, and 
who shall have associated themselves for the purpose of bank- 
ing under the provisions of this act, shall be entitled to receive 
from the treasurer, who is hereby authorized to issue to the as- 
sociation so formed, circulating notes, in amounts of not less 
than ten thousand dollars, upen the deposit of securities of the 
kind before described and required by the provisions of this act, 
to an amount equal to the circulating notes so issued.. But if 
such banking association, so formed, shall not have deposited 
with the treasurer. during the three years next following the 
. date of their articles of association, an amount equal to that re- 
quired by the provisions of this act, as security for circulating 
notes, previous to commeacing the business of banking, the 
treasurer is hereby empowered to retain the interest accruing 
upon securities so deposited, until such association has complied 
© with the provisions of this act in relation to the amount of se- 
curity to be deposited with the treasurer. 

Sec. 36. If the shareholders, or a majority of them in a- 
mount, of any incorporated bank, within one year of the ex- 
piration of its charter, shall file with the president thereof a 
notice in writing that they intend to avail themselves of the 
provisions of this act, to associate for the purpose of banking, 
it shall be lawful for the directors of said bank to purchase and 
hold such stock and other securities as the treasurer is ér may 
- be authorised to receive for circulating notes under the provis- 
ions of this act, to such an amount as. they shall deem for the 
interest of the shareholders thereof. 

Sec. 37. An association hereafter formed to take the place 
of an incorporated bank, whose charter has expired, or is about 
to expire, may, when all the shareholders of such incorporated 
bank have assented-to its organization under this act, take and 
hold, in addition to such real estate as is prescribed by. the 
twenty-fourth section of this act, such other real estate as such 
bank may hold at the time of the transfer of the property of the 
incorporated bank, having been received by it in payment of 
debts previously contracted to said bank, according to law. 

Sec. 38. When any individual banker, or the officers of any 
-banking association, desirous of relinquishing the banking bu- 
siness, shall have redeemed at least ninety per cent. of their cir- 
culating notes, and shall produce to the treasurer a certificate of 
a deposit to his credit in such bank as he shall approve, to an 
equal amount with the circulating notes of such bank unre- 
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- deemed, it shall be lawful for him to receive the same, and 
to give up all the securities theretofore deposited by such . 
banker or banking association, for the redemption of circulating 
notes issued. 

Sec. 39. Such individual banker or banking association, 
after having complied with the provisions of the last preceding 
section, may give notice for two years in some newspaper in 
the county where such bank shall have been located, that all 
circulating notes issued by such individual oer or banking 
association, must be presented at the treasurer’s office within 
two years from the date of such notice, or that the funds depos- 
ited for the redemption of the notes will be given up to the 
bank or association ; and on receiving satisfactory proof of the 
giving such notice for the time aforesaid, .the treasurer shall 
surrender to the order of said association or bank, any securi- 
ties which he may holdfor the payment of any unredeemed 
notes of the said association or bank. 

Sec. 40. Every individual banker who shall establish bode 
ing under the provisions of this act, shall file with the treasurer 
a certificate stating the town, city, or village in which he re- 
sides, and thereafter it shall not be lawful for such individual 
banker to transact business under this act in any other place 
than in which he resides, and in case of any change of res- 
idence of such individual banker, he shall forthwith file a 
notice thereof in the treasurer’s office as aforesaid. Any person 
neglecting to comply with the requirements of this section 
- shall for such neglect forfeit and pay to the treasurer of this 
State one thousand dollars, to be sued for and recovered by the 
State’s attorney for the county in which such bank shall have 
been established, in the name cf the State treasurer. 

Sec. 41. It shall be the duty of the treasurer to receive 
mutilated circulating notes issued by him, and after making a | 
record of them, their denomination and amount, to deliver in 
lieu thereof other circulating notes to the same amount. 

Sec. 42. There shall be appointed, annually, a joint com- 
mittee of the legislature, whose duty it shall be to examine - 
such of the securities deposited in the treasurer’s office, by 
banking associations and individual bankers, together with ‘the 
books and papers therein relating to the business of banking, 
as the said committee may deem necessary to enable them to 
report the true state and condition of that department to the 
legislature. 

Sec. 43. The report of the bank commissioner shall show 
the amount of loans and discounts, over drafts, due from banks, 
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due from directors of said banks, due from brokers, real estate, 
specie, cash items, stock and promissory notes, bills of solvent 
banks, bills of suspended banks, loss and expense account, cap- 
ital, circulation, profits, amount due to banks, amount due to 
individuals, amount due treasurer of State, amount due deposi- 
tors on hand, amount due not included under either of the above 
heads. 

sec. 44. The capital stock of every banker or banking asso- 
ciation, established under the provisions of this act, shall be liable 
to taxation, and it shall be the duty of the cashier of such banker 
or banking association, to transmit to the clerks of the several 
towns within this State, in which any shareholders of the same 
shall reside, a true list of the names of all such shareholders, with 
the amount every such shareholder may own on the first day 
of April in each year, which amount shall by the listers be set 
jn the list of such shareholder, at its actual market value. 

Sec. 45. The directors of any such banking association, or 
individual banker, shall be liable to,pay to the creditors and 
. stockholders of any such bank all losses which may be sus- 
tained in consequence of any violation by them of the provis- 
ions of this act, or of any other law, or other unfaithfulness in 
the discharge of their official duties; and any number of such 
directors may be sued in the same action by any claimant un- 
der the provisions of this section. 

Sec. 46. Any director, who may have paid more than his 
share of the liabilities mentioned in the preceding section of 
this act, may have any proper action in law or equity against 
such other directors as shall not have paid their full shares. ` 

Src. 47. Such banking association or individual banker, 
shall not receive or demand any greater interest or discount on 
any note, draft, or security, than at the rate of six per cent. per 
annum; but such interest or discount may be calculated and 
` taken according to the established rules of banking. 

Sec. 48. No such banking association or individual banker, 
shall directly or indirectly employ its : money in trade or com- 
merce, other than is in this act provided, or deal, or trade in 
buying or selling any goods, chattels, wares, or merchandise ; ; 
Provided, That such banking association may sell all kinds of 
property which shall come into its possession, in the ordinary 
collection of its debts. 

Sec. 49. All bills and notes of such banking association or 
individual banker, shall at ‘all times be received by said associ- 
ation or individual banker, on all judgments, executions, or de- 
mands, made payable to, or the property of, such banking asso- 
ciation or individual banker. 
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Sec. 50. All such banking associations or individual bank- 
ers shall, semi-annually, at the times at which the dividends of 
profits shall, be usually declared, pay into the treasury of this 
State one percent. of the capital of such banks; Provided, 
That if such banking association or individual banker, shall 
keep a sufficient deposit of funds, in the city of Boston, in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and shall at that city uni- 
formly cause their bilis to be redeemed at par, such bank shail 

-be exempt from such payment; but if they shall fail to redeem 
their bills of notes, for the’ period of ten days in the whole, in 
any one year, the said tax shall be paid for that year. ~ 

Sec. 51. The legislature may at any time alter or repeal 
this act. 

Sec. 52. This act shall take effect from its passage. 


LN ACT FOR INCORPORATING MANUFACTURING COMPANIES. 


It-is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, as follows: s i 

Sec. 1. Associations may at any time hereafter be formed, 
for the purpose of manufacturing, in pursuance of written afti- 
cles, specifying the object of the association, the place where 
the business is to be carried on, the amount of capital, and the 
number and amount of the shares into which it shall be di- 
vided. . 

Sec. 2. When such association shall be formed, they may 
present the articles of their association to the judges of the 
county court in the county where the business is to be carried 
on, signed by the members thereof, in the presence of one or 
more witnesses, or acknowledged by the signers before some offi- 
cer competent tó take the acknowledgment of deeds of lands 
in this State; and the judges shall cause the same to be re- 
corded at the expense of the association, in the office of the 
county clerk of said county, ina book to be kept by him for 
that purpose ; and thereupon, from. the time of the record as 
aforesaid, they shall become a body politic and corporate, with 
all the powers, privileges, and incidents of a corporation, by 
such name as may be specified in the articles of association, and 
may have their first meeting at such time and place as the 
judges aforesaid may appoint; at which meeting. any justice of 

-the peace of the county may preside, until a chairman or mod- 
erator shall be appointed ; and said association may make such 
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By-laws and regulations, ag may be necessary to promote the 
objects of their association, not inconsistent with the articles of 
their association or the laws ef the’ State, which may’ be al- 
tered, repealed, added to, or miodified,.as’ shall from’ time to 
time be found necessary ;. may préscribe-the tinie and’ manner 
of calling future meetings, adopt a common seal'and the same 
alter at pleasure, by their corporate name’ have succession, sue 
and be sued in any court of law or équity, purchase, hold, and 
convey any real and personal estate whatever, necessaty to en- 
able said: company to carry on their operations’; but shall not 
mortgage the: same, or give any lien thereon, except on such 
réal-or personal estate as they may take or receive in payment 
of debts, or such articles as'they may have for sale; arid fut- 
ther, shall be liable and’ subject to‘all’the provisions contained 
in the second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, séventh, eighth, ninth, 
sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth, nineteenth, twentieth, and 
twenty-first sections of chapter seventy-nine of the revised 
statutes, in relation to private corporations. 

Sec. 3. The stock, property and’ concerns of such corpora: 
tion shall: be managed by the president and directors thereof, 


and by such other officers, agents, and factors, as the company 


shall think proper to authorize for that purpose. 


z ~ 


Sec. 4. The directors, a majority of whom shalt be citizens 


‘of this State, shall not be less than three in number, arid be ati- 


nially chosen by the’ stockholders, by ballot, at such time and 


- place as shall be provided by the by-laws, of which notice 


shall be given by the publication in the town (or nearest town 
thereto, ) in which the operations of the company shall be cat- 
ried on, at least ten days previous thereto; each stockholder 
shall be entitled to as many votes as he owns shares of stock in 
said company; and at all meetings of the company, absent 
stockholders may vote by. proxy, authorized in writing. A’ ma- 
jority in interest of the stockholders shall be necessary to con- 
stitute a quorum, unless a provision is made by the by-laws that 
a less number shall constitute a quorum; but no by-law for that 
purpose: shall take effect until after the meeting at which it is 

enacted. i E 
‘Sec. §. If itshall happen that an election of directors shall 
riot ‘be made on the day designated by the by-laws, the’ compa- 
ny shall not for that redson’be dissolved, but they may maké 
the election on such other day as shall be provided for by thë 
by-laws; or if no such -provisión be made, the judges of the 
county court where the operations of the company are carried 
11: l c 


} 
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on, may appoint a meeting of the company to make such di 
rectors, the time and place of which shall be notified by said 
judges, by publication at least ten days previous thereto, in such 
newspapers as the said judges shall direct. 

Sec. 6. The company may designate in their by-laws the 
qualifications of the president, directors, and all the subordinate 
officers, and require such security for the faithful performance of 
their duties as they may think proper. 

Sec. 7. Before any company, formed and incorporated under 
this act, shall commence business, the stockholders shall actu- 
ally pay into such company such amount of their capital stock 

-as shall be ordered by the judges of the county court, at the 
time the articles of association shall be presented to them ; and. 
such company shall, either in their articles of association, or at 
their first meeting, divide their capital into shares, ‘which shall 
be numbered in progressive order, beginning at number one ; 
and every stockholder shall have a certificate, under the seal of . 
the corporation, and signed by their treasurer, certifying his 
property in such shares as shall be expressed in the certificate. 

See. 8. It shall be lawful for the directors of such company 
to call in and demand of such stockholders such sums as. they 
may’ assess on such shares respectively, not exceeding the 
amount at which such shares shall be first limited, and take such 
means to enforce the collection thereof as is provided in the’ 
ninth section of chapter seventy-nine of the revised statutes, or 
in such other way as they shall direct in their by-laws; and 
gaid directors shall call in the whole amount of their capital, if 
at any time it shall become necessary to pay any debts of the 
corporation ; and for this purpose the stockholders shall be per- 
sonally liable, and the directors may enforce the same by suit 
against the stockholders, whether any such provision is made in 
the by-laws or not. 

Sec. 9. All the members or shareholders of such company 
shall be jointly and severally liable for all the debts or contracts 
made by such company, until the whole capital stock is paid i in, 
and a certificate thereof made and recorded, as is required in 
the following section. 

_ Sec. 10. The president and directors, together with the 
clerk and treasurer of such company, within thirty days after 
the payment of the last instalment of the capital stock, so fixed 

and limited by the company, shall make a certificate, stating 

the amount of the capital so fixed and paid in, which certificate 
shall be signed and sworn to by the president, treasurer, and 
clezk, and a majority of the directors, and wun the said thirty 


| 
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days have the same recorded in the office of the county clerk, 
for the county in which the business of the company is carried 
on. 

Sec. 11. No note or aiea given by any stockholder, 
whether .secured by pledge or otherwise, shall be consider- 
ed.as payment of any part of the capital stock; and no loan 
of money shall be made by any such company to any share- 
holder; and. if any such loan shall be made, the officers who 
make it or assent thereto, shall be liable, jointly and severally, 


-to the extent of such loan and interest, for all the debts of the 


company contracted before the re-payment of the-sum loanéd. 

Sec. 12, No dividend shall be made’ or declared by the di- 
rectors of such company, when they are insolvent, or any divi- 
dend which would render it insolvent, or diminish the amount 
of the capital stock ; and the “directors, who declare any such 
dividend, shall be jointly and severally liable for all the debts 
of such company then existing, or that shall thereafter be con- 
tracted, while they continue in office, to the amount of the 
dividend so declared: Provided, That if any of the directors 
shall object to the declaring of such dividend, at the time when 
it is declared, or before the time fixed for the payment thereof, 
and shall file a certificate of their objection, in writing, with _ 
the clerk of said company, before the time fixed for the payment 
thereof, they shall be exempt from suea liability. 

Sec. 13. The stockhoiders of any company organized under 
Ithe provisions of this act, shall be jointly and severally, indi- 
‘vidually liable for all debts which may be due and owing to ail 
their laborers, servants and apprentices, for services performed 
for such corporation. 

Sec. 14, If the indebtedness of such company shall at any 
time exceed its capital stock, the directors of such company. as- 
senting thereto shall be personally and individually liable for 
such excess to the creditors of such company. 

Sec. 15. The directors of every such company shall, annu- 
ally, within twenty days from the first day of January, make a 
report, which shall be published in some newspaper published 
in the town where the business of the company is carried on, 
or if there be no newspaper published in such town, then in 
the newspaper published nearest thereto, which report shall 
state the amount of the capital, the amount paid in, and the 
amount of existing debts, and the same shall be signed by the 
president and a majority of the directors, and be verified by the 
oath of the president or elerk of the said directors, and filed in 
the office of the county clerk; and if the directors fail so to do, 
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they shall be jointly and severally Hable for all the debts of the 
company then existing, and for all that shall be contracted be- 
fore such report shall be made. 

Sec. 16. H any certificate or report or public notice, given 
by any of the directors or officers of any such company, in 
pursuance of the provisions of this act, shall be false, in any 
material representation, all the officers who shall have signed 
the same, knowing it to be such, shall be jointly and severally 
hable for all the debts of the company contracted while they 
were stockholders thereof, and shall moreover be deemed guilty: 
of a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof, be punished by 
fine or imprisonment, or both, according to the aggravation of 
the offence. l 

Sec. 17. No person, holding stock in any such company, as. 
executor, administrator, guardian or trustee, or holding stock ag 
collateral security, shall be personally subject to -any lability 
as stockholder of such company ; but the estate and funds in 
the hands of such executor, administrator, guardian or trustee, 
shall be liable, in like manner, and to. the same extent, as the 
testator, or intestate, or ward, or cestut que trust -would have 
been if living, or competent to act for himself, or held the same 
stock in his own name, and the person pledging any stock as 
collateral security shall be considered as holding the same, and 
shall be hable ag a stockholder, accordingly. © 

sec. 18. Every such executor, administrator, guardian or 
trustee, shall represent the shares or stock in his hands, at all 
meetings of the company, and may vote accordingly ; and eves 
ry person who shall pledge his stock as aforesaid, may never- 
theless represent the same at all such meetings, and may vote- 
thereon as a stockholder. 

Sec. 19. Every corporation formed under this act may re- 
duce or-increase its capital stock, by a vote of not less than two 
thirds in number and amount of all the shares or stock in said 
company ; and by a like vote, may- extend or change its busi- 
ness to. any other manufacturing business; but this shall not be 
done, unless at a meeting called for that purpose, and a public 
notice thereof, signed by the president and a majority of the 
directors, be published in a newspaper printed in the town where. - 
the business is carried on, or nearest thereto, at least three weeks 
previous to the day for holding such meeting, and a written òr 
printed copy thereof addressed to each stockholder, at his usual 
place of residence, be deposited in the post office, at least three. 
weeks before the time for holding such meeting ; but uo such 
capital shall he reduced to an amount less than the debts and. 
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habilities of ‘such corporation, or until -they shall be satisfied 
and ‘paid, so as net to exceed such diminished capital, and the 
company shall cause a certificate, stating the amount of the 
capital thus increased or reduced, signed by the president and 
clerk, to be recorded in the office of the county clerk where 
the articlés of association were first recorded. 

Sec. 20. No new stock shall be issued by the company at a 

less sum per share than the amount of stock originally paid in 
by the stockholders upon each share, without giving to the orig- 
inal stockholders certificates entitling them to their stock at the 
same price, and making the old and new stockholders equal; 
nor, if the capital is increased, shall any of the original stock- 
holders be compelled to take any of the new stock. 
' Sec. 21. No stockholder shall be personally liable for any 
debt of the company, which is not to be paid within one year 
from the time the debt is contracted, nor unless a suit is com- 
menced against such company within one year after the same 
shall be due ; and no suit shall be brought against any stock- 
holder who shall cease to be such, for any debt or liability he 
was under while a stockholder, unless the same shall be com- 
menced within two years from the time he shall have ceased to 
be a stockholder, nor shall any execution issue against him un- 
til an execution against the corporation shall have been Tonine 
unsatisfied. 

Sec. 22. When the stockholders, president, directors or any 
of them shall be liable under the provisions of this chapter, to 
pay the debts of said company, or any part thereof, a suit may 
be brought against them directly, either jointly or severally, or 
against them or either of them and the corporation, and judg- 
ment may be rendered against such of the defendants as may be 
liable ; and if judgment shall be rendered against them or eith- 
er of them, execution may issue against the company, and the 
said stockholders, president and directors, or any of them, as the 
court rendering the judgment shall adjudge and. determine. 

Sec. 23. When the president, directors, or stockholders 
shall voluntarily, or by compulsion, pay any debts of the com- 
pany for which he is made liable by the provisions of this act, 
he may have such remedy against the company or the other 
stockholders or officers, for the amount of the debt so by him 
paid, or for contribution, as either a court of law or equity may 
direct, if he is legally or equitably entitled thereto, under all the 
attending circumstances, and such court may award cost to eith- 
er party, or refuse so to do, as they may deem just and ean’t- 
ble. 
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Sec. 24. The legislature may at any time alter or repeal 
this act, or may annul any corporation formed or created under 
this act; but such amendment or repeal or dissolution of such 
‘corporation shall not take away or impair any remedy given 
against such corporation, its stockholders or officers, for any lia- 
bility which shall have been previously incurred, nor invalidate 
any act of such corporation made under their organization. 

Sec. 25. The copy of any certificate of incorporation, and 
the written articles on which it is founded, filed in pursuance 
of this act, certified by the county clerk, shall be received in 
all courts and places as presumptive evidence of the facts there- 
in stated. 
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Non-resident lands, act to regulate collection of taxes on, 22. 


0. 


Offences against persons of individuals, act in relation to, 6. 
Otter Creek Manufacturing Company, act to incorporate, 138. 


P. 


Tassumpsic Bank, act to incorporate, 98. 
Persons of individuals, offences against, act in relation to, 6. 
Plank Road Company, Montpelier and Lamoille, -act to incorporate, 75. 


Lamoille County, s$ 

St. Albans and Richford, 8l. 
Glastenbury, l ie 64, 
Bellwater, i ge. 


Plattsburgh Volunteers, resolutions relating to, 51. 
Pownal and Stamford, act to ascertain line between the towns of, 26, 
Process, acts relating to, A, 


R. 


Railroad corporations, act concerniug, 10. 
act in relation, 30. + 
Railroad Company, Montpelier and Connecticut River, act incorporating, 55. 
Ascutney, act incorporating, 62. l 
Rutland and Burlington, act in addition to act of incorpo- ` 
ration, 69. 
Southern Vermont, act to extend charter of, 70. 
Rutland and Washington, act in addition to act of incor- 
poration, 71. 
Western Vermont, act to extend charter of, 71, 
Vermont Valley, act to amend act of incorporation, 73. 
Bennington and Brattleboro’, act in relation to, 73. * 
Brattleboro’ and Fitchburgh; act to amend act to 1 a 


rate, 74. 
Recording of deeds, act relating to, 17. . e 
Representatives to Congress, act fixing time of opening meetings for election 


of, 14. 
Rutland and Burlington Railroad Co., act in addition to act incorporating, 69. 
Rutland and Washington Railroad Company, act in addition to act of i qRCOTED: 
ration, 71. 


, 1849. ] - INDEX: Lt 
zet 


Savings si ois, RAT reports of, resolution relative to, 52. 
Schools, Common, act in amendment of the act approved Nov. 5, 18415, 10. 
Superintendent of, report of, resolution for publication of, 52. 
School -Moneys, act to repeal former act relating to, 12. 
School Districts, act to define and limit section 18 of Chapter 18 of the Re- 
vised Statutes, in relation to, 12. 
List of estate in, act regulating, 13. 
Scire facias, writs of, act concerning, 4. : 
- Sergeant-at-Arms, authorized to remove old Court House, resolution, 52 
Sheldon, Missisquoi Bank at, act to incorporate, 99. 
Shot, slung, act to prohibit manufacture, sale and use of, 26. 
Slavery, resolutions relating to, 47, 48. 
Southern Vermont Railroad Company, act to extend charter of, 70. 
St. Albans Bay, Franklin County Bank at, act to incorporate, 96, 
St. Albans-and Richford Plank Road Company, act to incorporate, 8&1. 
Stamford and Pownal, act to ascertain boundary line between, 2u. 
Stark Bank, act increasing capital stock of, 102. 
Statutes, Revised, List of Chapters altered or affected is as follows: 


Chapter 1, 14 
Chapter 7, 24 
Chapter 8, 25 
Chapter 18, . 10, 11, i 
Chapter 24, 
Chapter 25, 98 
Chapter 28, 4 
Chapter 42, 9 | 
Chapter 43, 3 
Chapter 48, 7 
Chapter 60, 17 
Chapter 63, 8 
Chapter 77, 22 
Chapter 94, 6 
Chapter 95, 9 
Chapter 101, 20 
Chapter 103, 8 
Chapter 107, Ə 


Steam Boat Company, Franklin County, act to incorporate, 130. 
Stevens, Henry, resolution relative to, 51. 
Supreme, Court, sessions of in Lamoille, Orleans, Caledonia, and Essex Coun- 
ties, act altering, 3. 
see Judiciary. 
Survivorship of action, where death is caused by wrongful act, neglect or de- 
fault, act providing for, 7. 


T. 


Tax for support of government, act assessing, 20, 
Tax on County of Chittenden, act laying, 27. 
T axes on non-resident lands, act to regulate collection of, 22. 
‘Treasurer of the State, act authorizing to borrow certain sam to defray cur- 
rent expenses, 22. 
: act authorizing to borrow certain sum to pay debt to 
the Bank Fund, 22. 


r 
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f re 


Trees and timber, injuries to, act to prevent, 9. 


‘Trespasses, act more effectually to prevent in certain cases, 9. 


vV. 


Vermont Valley Railroad Company, act to amend act of incorporation, 7a 
Vermont Lead Company, act to incorporate, 139. 
Vermont Nail Company, act to incorporate, 136. 
Volunteers to Platisbargh, resolutions relative to, 51. 


W. 


Washington Monument, act making appropriation for, 27. 
Waterbury Falls Manufacturing Company, act to incorporate, 134. 
Western Vermont Railroad Company, act to extend charter of, 71. 
West Windsor, resolution for furnishing certain documents to, 58. - 
Williams, Charles K., and others, act to pay, 146. 

Windsor Car and Rifie Company, act to incorporate, 138. 

Women, Married, act in relation to, 17. 

Woodstock, Bank of, ect to extend charter of, 102. 


